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Romantic Period Authors Essay


Romantic writers influenced literature of each other as well as the future of writing. The many different groups brought different, new aspects and ideas to writing, and the world on a whole, as well as similar ones. From the neoumerous themes we can separate the authors into groups of greatest similarities. Works by groups of authors during the romantic period of American Literature, from 1800-1870, have similar characteristics and themes, yet unique aspects also.


The stories and poetry by Edgar Alan Poe, Nathanial Hawthorn, and Irving make up one group of romantic writers with their dark stories of people and showing the uglier side of mankind. One example of this is in Poe’s “The Black Cat” which is written in the first person insane. This story tells a horrifying story from the perspective of the criminal who performs the actions. In this story details are carefully selected to give the reader a certain feel, such as in this passage: 

“In speaking of his intelligence, my wife, who at heart was not a little tinctured with superstition, made frequent allusions to the ancient popular notion, which regarded all cats as witches in disguise. Not that she was ever serious upon this point-and I mention the matter at all for no better reason than it happened just now, to be remembered.”

In this passage Poe adds to the feeling of eeriness by bringing to mind the superstitions of black cats, and yet as to keep with the narerator presenting as a sane man though crazy he would seem to try and dismiss the matter with the last sentence. Again in Hawthorn’s “The Ministers Black Veil” Hawthorn shows a different aspect of human nature and society. In this story Hawthorn shows how people hide their true nature from the world and are appauled by anything that may bring it to mind. 

