God Makes Dreams Come True
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 “For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11

 "Can you fathom the mysteries of God? Can you probe the limits of the Almighty? They are higher than the heavens. . . They are deeper than the depths of the grave. . . Their measure is longer than the earth and wider than the sea."  Job 11:7-9.

  I believe in visions or dreams. I know that may surprise some of you. I don’t mean a vision or dream when you sit blank eyed, but a vision or dream that His clear word places in us. God has given me a vision for my life. 
I believe each one of us has a dream placed in our hearts, not the kind of dream like winning the lottery which is really the desire to have more than what God has chosen to give us. I am talking about a vision deep down inside that speaks to the very soul. The thing we were born to do, that draws from our gifts and talents, appeals to our highest ideals, sparks the feeling of destiny in our life and is inseparably linked to our purpose in life, the dream that links us to the success of our journey between the lines of a time to be born and a time to die.

 Always remember that God knows what he is doing – even when we are confused. 
In Jeremiah 29:11 God promises, “For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” That’s a wonderful promise, but it sure is a hard one to see when you are the middle of seeing your dreams dashed. We have the advantage of reading ahead, to see the fulfillment of Joseph’s dream. We can see what God was doing for Joseph, now. But it wasn’t easy for Joseph. Joseph was probably confused. His brothers hated him; his father scolded him. Why? Because he told them the dream that they would bow down before him. He was confused when his brothers threw him into the pit and sold him as a slave. How could this fit into becoming powerful? But then he worked his way up in Potiphar’s house. Ah, maybe this was God had in mind. With ten years of faithfulness Joseph served in Potiphar’s house. He must have reasoned often, “Potiphar is so close to Pharaoh surely this is how God will allow my dream to become a reality.” 

There have been times in my life when God has shown me through His word what He wanted for me, and desired to do through me related to the ministry, my family, my life, our church…Yet every circumstance in my life was the exact opposite of the word I believed God had given to me. I would rationalize, "God, this can’t be You speaking; this is NOT your will, it has to be my flesh that desired this Dream for my life.” I’m sure you have had some dream for your life, seemingly crumble around you. 

Now, God’s wisdom doesn’t always seem like wisdom to us. Sometimes His ways seem anything but wise to us. We accept that we cannot fully comprehend the mind of God, that some things remain a mystery. All we can do is fall back in awe and worship. You may not find this satisfying; personally, I’d rather have a good, loving, wise, powerful God that I don’t fully understand; than an indifferent, or hostile, or powerless God that I do understand.

 If you’re placing your trust in God, you don’t have to understand all the reasons for why the world is the way it is. You don’t have to understand why bad things happen to good people, or why good things happen to bad people. You don’t have to understand the specific purpose for everything and everyone that God allows into your life. You just have to know that He understands, that His wisdom is perfect. That’s enough. And that confidence brings hope, and joy, and peace, even in the midst of difficulty and trial.

God’s wisdom gives us wisdom.  "He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning." - Daniel 2:21 (NIV) 

 Whose wisdom are you trusting? Are you frustrated that your dream isn’t working out like you wanted? You’re career isn’t going where you wanted. You’re family is the way you wanted. You church isn’t growing like you wanted.  Trust in God and in His perfect wisdom. 

Recognize that God is omnipotent (all powerful) when your power is inadequate.
The paradox we face is between God’s ability and what we see as reality. Why don’t we see the promises of God carried out in our church, culture, and lives, as the Bible says will happen?  Could just not be that powerful or caring anymore, like He once was. After all, when we get tired and the same old, same old, we give up.

 Satan loves for you to believe that you can’t win. He dances and shouts with glee every time a Christian gives up on God and God’s dream for their lives and walks back into a life of sin or resigns themselves to a life of powerlessness.  But Satan’s lies do not destroy the promises of God! Scripture teaches in 1 Kings 8:56 "Praise be to the LORD, who has given rest to his people Israel just as he promised. Not one word has failed of all the good promises he gave through his servant Moses.” Or in 2 Peter 1:4 “Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires”
Our dreams, God plans for us, are in His hands. Often we look for God’s power where we want to see it. 
That’s why we miss it. We’re looking the wrong way. We selfishly want it our way. We don’t let God’s wisdom or power be seen in the best possible way. 

 Put your hope in a big God who can fulfill big dreams. Don’t give up your dreams. Let god mold them into God-sized reality.
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