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Introduction:


This unit plan is designed for a tenth grade regents level class, and it spans from 12-15 days.  Each lesson is planned for what I hope to get accomplished. However, taking the length of the periods into consideration, I am forced to leave at least 2 and 1/2 days at the end of the unit to counteract the possible need for more time.  


The unit plan contains elements that I believe pertain to a tenth grader’s educational and personal advancement.  The students will be reading the novel over the entire course of the unit. My goal is to have the students concentrate on the elements found in each section. I want them to understand what is happening within the story, the writer’s style, and the ideas that are applicable to their own lives.

Although concentrating on the aspects of the novel is important, students will also need to prepare for the New York State Regents examination.  During this unit plan, students will explore aspects of the exam, which include literary elements, characterization, the critical lens, and the critical lens essay.


While students learn about the various features of this unit, they will be required to utilize technology and performance both in and out of the classroom.  Students will; take quizzes online, read poems aloud that they created, post information on weblogs, create treatments and a storyboard, which will allow them ultimately to create an in-class performance of a scene, and they will access the web to check for their assignments.  


During this unit, I attempt to use a variety of teaching styles.  The students will learn about this novel, as well as the components of the Regents exam, by utilizing various tools.  Keeping monotonous lesson frames out of the classroom is one of my primary goals. I believe that teachers will have a better chance at maintaining the interest of the students if they keep the lessons varied and interesting. 
Final Assessments:

Critical lens essay 40%

Group projects 25%

Blogging 10%

Journal entries 10%

Online quizzes 5%

Participation 5%

All other 5%
Calendar of Events

	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Week 1
	LESSON 1

-Students will watch a montage and write a journal entry.

-Online quizzes will be explained
-Class discussion
	LESSON 2

-Becoming the character
-Class discussion
-Journal entry
	LESSON 3
-Class discussion

-Critical lens essay explanation
-Assign Montage
-Class Discussion
	LESSON 4

-Journal Entry
-Character Traits
-Group discussion about Oskar and the Elephant
	LESSON 5

-Student created Montages shown.
-Students read their poems.

-Critical lens essay: in-depth explanation.

	Week 2
	LESSON 6

-Class discussion: Specific literary elements

-Students search for examples of literary elements.

-Class discussion: Events in the novel
	LESSON 7

-Journal Entry
-Students create a treatment

-Reading of weblog responses

-Q&A
	LESSON 8

-Collection of outlines

-Students create a poem.

-Class discussion: What has transpired?
	LESSON 9

-Class discussion
-Reading of The Names


	LESSON 10

-Class discussion
-Students will write a treatment and perform

-Work on Critical lens essay

	Week 3
	LESSON 11

-Students create a storyboard
-Return critical lens rough drafts

-Class discussion: Talk about writer’s style
	LESSON 12

-Writing in groups
-Class discussion: General
	DAY 13

-Hand in Critical Lens essays
	DAY 14

-Day saved for overflow
	DAY 15

-Day saved for overflow


Unit Plan for Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close
Lesson: One

* Prior to Class – Students will have read pages 1-15.

WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY – 
1. Intro

The first 15 pages explore Oskar’s life just prior to his father’s demise.  He thinks about inventions that could have possibly prevented the death that his father endured. Another problem that Oskar faces is that he regrets not telling his father that he loves him.  Today we will have a class discussion about what it must feel like to lose a family member.  This should help students empathize, or at least sympathize with the protagonist of the novel, which will help them understand Oskar throughout the remainder of the story.  This class will also be utilized to explain the online quizzes that the students must complete, as well as their required writing assignment.
WHAT TO DO-  
1. Montage

To introduce the unit, as well as this first lesson, I will bring in a video that I created.  This movie is a short 2-minute montage that includes all of the pictures from the book.  I will allow the students to do nothing more than watch the montage the first time though.  Being that they have read the first 15 pages of the book, they will have a small amount of background knowledge about the main character.  I will play the montage at least one more time and tell the students to write a small entry in their writing journal on how they think the pictures relate to the story.  I want the students to understand the importance of the pictures, and not simply pass them off as easily read pages.
2. Online Work

I want to ensure that students are completing the reading.  Instead of giving quizzes in class, I will assign online quizzes that students can complete during study hall or at home.  However, this decision is not finite.  If the class appears to be not reading, I may randomly give quizzes in class to ensure they keep up with the reading.  At this point during the class, I will give the students my class website. Which is http://www.geocities.com/dreilly200503/EGL10RLessons.html?1132898924984
On the website, they will find a link that explains how to create a student account, which will allow them to complete my online quizzes.  

3. Class discussion

Students will be able to discuss Oskar’s dilemma.  I want them to bring their own experiences to the classroom.  Students can talk about lost family members, what they remember about 9/11, and perhaps some other tragedies.  This can lead to a discussion about Oskar’s inner-self, as well as how he is dealing with his father’s death.  I would also like to talk about Oskar’s regrets such as not telling his father that he loves him, and not answering the phone when his father calls from the trade tower.  Is ignorance bliss?  This will be the final question I ask the class.  I want them to have this question in their minds because it is a theme that reappears throughout the remainder of the novel.
4. Homework
I would like the students to understand how to use the online quiz website.  I created a word document that explains how to create an account, as well as how to take a quiz.  For the first quiz, students will be expected to answer four questions.  The point of this quiz is to ensure that students understand how to log on to the quiz site and know how to take the quiz.  Students will also be required to write a paragraph on what they think about the statement, ignorance is bliss.  Students will be able to view the montage at my website.  Students will be required to read pages 16-52.
HOW DID IT GO?

I would be satisfied if most of the students contributed to the class discussion.  If students mention thoughts and feelings of empathy, I would be pleased as well. 
Online Quiz 1 Pages 1-15

1. Oskar creates many inventions in his mind.  From the four inventions below, which one is Oskar least likely to create in his head?

a. A chip that is placed within the brain to allow family members to keep in constant contact.

b. A potion that will bring back the dead and restore them to full health.
c. A bomb that could be detonated from halfway around the world.
d. A plan that could fly around the world two times without stopping.

1. What type of martial arts is Oskar least likely to join? 

a. Jujitsu

b. Aikido

c. Capoeira

d. Bando Thaing

3. Oskar talks about how heavy his boots are.  Which of the four answers below would help make his boots lighter?

a. Wiping the mud off of them

b. Comic Relief

c. Being yelled at by his mother

d. Cut away 3 inches from the 6 inch soles.

4. If Oskar could change one thing about his last conversation with his father, what would it most likely be?

a. Oskar would not tell his father that he hates him.

b. Oskar would tell his father about the five dollars that he stole.

c. Oskar would tell his father that he loved him.

d. Oskar would not tell his father about looking at Playboy magazines.

HOMEWORK

Throughout the first 15 pages of the novel, we see Oskar talking about things he wishes he did not know about.  Keeping these instances in mind, which can be found on pages 1, 9 top, 9 bottom, 10, 11top, and 11 bottom, write at least one paragraph explaining whether you believe ignorance is bliss and why.  Use the space provided below to answer this question.

Lesson: Two:
* Prior to Class – Students will have read pages 16-52.

WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY – 

1. Intro

Today I would like to explore the difficulties in the life of Oskar’s grandfather.  During this portion of the book, the reader is introduced to Oskar’s grandfather through a letter that he wrote to Oskar’s dad.  In the letter, Oskar’s grandfather discusses his problem with speaking.  I think that a verbal/visual exercise will help the students understand Oskar’s grandfather better, which can be accomplished by having the students live in his shoes for a short period.  We will also being having class discussions about Oskar’s sleuthing, as well as why his father’s name is all around the art store.
WHAT TO DO-  

1. Class activity
The classroom will be set up in a quasi-fishbowl.  There will be four desks in the center of the room, which will be facing one another.  There will be two additional desks behind each of the center desks, which will create groups of three.  To begin, each group will have five sheets of paper.  Each sheet will contain anything from one word to one sentence. (However, the words “No” and “Yes” will not be used.  The student’s hands will be utilized instead.)  Four additional people will be standing behind the desks asking questions to the students in the center.(Any theme will work here)  These students may respond with their sheets of paper, their hands, or gestures, but they may not utilize any other form of communication.  The brains will formulate true responses and tell their center person what to say.  The people in the center must utilize their methods of communication to express the feelings and thoughts of their brains. This will not last too long because student’s will visually understand Oskar’s grandfather’s dilemma quickly.  Thirteen students are involved in this activity.  To involve as many students as possible, I might give the students that surround the center the ability to replace students in the center at random.
2. Class Discussion

Today we will discuss Oskar’s sleuthing.  I want students to understand the relationship that Oskar had with his father, and how Oskar is subconsciously keeping that relationship alive during his adventures through the five boroughs.  Once this discussion has concluded, I will ask students to formulate ideas about why his father’s name is written all around the art supply store.

3. Journal Entry

Oskar talks about his heavy boots.  Although the students may understand what the term “heavy boots” means, I want them to associate the idea with an event from their past.  Once again, I believe this will increase the amount of empathy for the main character, which will improve the students’ interest in the book.  On the board, I would write. “Oskar repeatedly states that he has heavy boots.  Using what you know about this phrase, write about an event in your life that gave you heavy boots, and then discuss how you made your boots lighter.”

4. Homework

Students will read pages 53-85.  Students will need to complete quiz 2.  I will also post a critical lens on the website.  Students will be told that they must respond to the critical lens by writing down their own interpretation of the lens.  These interpretations will be posted to a weblog, which will allow other students to see various responses.  In addition, they will share these responses in class.

HOW DID IT GO?

Observing the students in the center of the class will let me know if it was a success.  The class discussion that follows will solidify the validity of the lesson.  If students have a better understand of how difficult life is for Oskar’s grandfather, then I believe they have learned an important lesson.  They will have become a character for a period, allowing them to understand the character better.  This is something they could utilize while reading any novel.

Online Quiz 2

1. On page 35, Oskar talks about how he created jewelry for his mother.  What is the most likely reason that Oskar created this specific type of jewelry?

a. To match the clothing his mother wears.

b. To bring his parents together.

c. To improve his mother’s style.

d. To help his mother and grandmother form a bond.

2. On page 36, Oskar states, “There was a lot of stuff that made me panicky…”  What would be the most likely cause of his panic?

a. Fear of death

b. Fear of the city

c. Fear of public transportation

d. Fear of other people

3. According to Oskar, the best way to avoid dealing with things that both you is to

a. Slip into the bathtub of yourself.

b. Zip into the sleeping bag of yourself.

c. Slip into the bed of yourself.

d. Zip into the backpack of yourself.

4. According to Oskar, what is the best thing to do when you are mad at yourself?

a. Cause other people pain.

b. Cause yourself pain.

c. Cause other people to laugh

d. Cause yourself to laugh.

Lesson Three:
* Prior to Class – Students will have read pages 53-85.
WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY –

1. Intro

Today I will begin class by having the students discuss their interpretations of the critical lens.  I will have a printout of the blog with me to ensure students hear as many variations as possible.  I would like students to understand that an answer can be correct as long as it is supported.  As students state their interpretations, I will have them explain the reasoning behind their ideas so that the remaining students can understand how a certain interpretation was developed, as well as reinforce the idea of supporting claims.  This will lead to a discussion about the critical lens essay that will be required by the end of the unit.  During this period, students will also need to discuss the montage that appears in this section.  Students will need to create a montage of their own.  The students will also need to discuss the similarities between Oskar’s present and his grandmother’s past.
WHAT TO DO –

1. Class discussion

Students will read aloud their answers to the critical lens homework assignment.  The students will support their ideas by discussing why they chose a particular interpretation.  If students are reluctant to read their answers, I will read them aloud.  

2. Critical Lens Essay

I will tell the students that they will be writing a critical lens essay before the end of the unit.  They will be using the critical lens that was given to them yesterday.  At this point, I will refresh their memory about how to develop a critical lens essay.  Students may have questions, which will be answered at this time.  

3. Student Montage

Students will be required to create their own montage.  Students will need to obtain a camera that is capable of taking 10 pictures.  Students will attempt to capture pictures that explain their entire day.  As a class, we will attempt to develop ways that students can capture the best pictures possible.  Students will learn how to create a montage using windows moviemaker, and then they will be required to make one of their own.  I will give students until lesson 5 to turn in their montages.
4. Class Discussion

Students will discuss the similarities between Oskar’s present life, and his grandmother’s past.  We will discuss the possible reasons why his grandmother would choose to write about such events. We will focus on Oskar’s grandmother hiding the letter from the refugee, and Oskar hiding the phone in his closet.  

5. Homework

Students will need to read pages 86-107.  Students will need to complete quiz 3.  Students will also need to start thinking about their critical lens essays.  They will also need to begin their montages.

HOW DID IT GO?

If the students had a lot to say during the two class discussions, and their questions and answers were appropriate, I would be very happy.  If the student’s interpretations of the critical lens were well thought out, I would consider that portion a success.  If students are beginning to ask questions of their own, I would be excited because that would mean that they are interested in the text, and perhaps the assignments.

Online Quiz 3

1. If Oskar’s mother discusses her relationship with Ron, Oskar is most likely going to

a. Yell at her.

b. Change the subject

c. Call his grandmother on his two-way radio

d. Pretend he is sleeping.

2. On page 72, Oskar talks about ambulance signs.  What is the least likely reason he does so?

a. Oskar wishes that he could tell his father that he loves him.

b. Oskar wants people to know if their loved ones are in trouble.

c. Oskar wants to know when people are dying.

d. Oskar wants to see improvements made to ambulances.

3. What is the most likely reason that Oskar’s grandfather married Oskar’s grandmother?

a. He loved her since childhood.

b. He needed to get a green card.

c. She reminds him of her sister.

d. She reminds him of his mother.

4. Who would Oskar least likely take to an amusement park?

a. The Minch

b. His mother

c. Alicia

d. Buckminster

Lesson Four:
* Prior to Class – Students will have read pages 86-107.
WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY –

1. Intro
I want this day to begin with a short journal entry.  We will discuss character traits.  Students will discuss the relationship between Oskar’s elephant analysis and his life.  Students will create a poem from page 86.   
WHAT TO DO –

1. Journal Entry

Students will take the first few minutes of class and write a journal entry.  If Oskar could be any animal in the world, he would most likely choose to be an elephant.(See page 84)  If you could be any animal in the world, what would you be?  Explain.

2. Character Traits

Students will need to familiarize themselves with character traits throughout their high school career.  Students will get into groups of 3-4 and discuss the various character traits of Oskar.  They will need to support their claims with evidence from the novel.  Once the students have created a list of 3-10 traits, I will ask them to share their answers one group at a time.  Students should listen to gain a better understanding of character traits.  There will be a link to a character trait blog on the student website.  Students must visit this site and post at least 1 character trait and support it with at least 1 piece of textual evidence.  This knowledge will benefit the students greatly when taking the Regents.
3. Relationship

Students will reread pages 94-96.  In their groups of 3-4, students will discuss the similarities between the information about the elephant, and Oskar’s quest.  They will also have a classroom discussion about the book up to this point.  If they have any questions, comments, concerns, or complaints, they will be addressed at this time.

4. Homework

Students will need to take online quiz 4.  Students will need to post their character trait on the weblog. They will need to create a poem from page 86.  They will take random sentences from the page, change word order, and anything else that they believe will help them create their poem.  For the next class, students will need to read pages 108-135.  Students will also need to bring in their montages. 
HOW DID IT GO?

If students took their journal writing seriously, I would be satisfied.  If the students came up with a more than 4 character traits and supported their choices with textual evidence, I think the character trait portion of the lesson would be satisfactory.  Students will show how interested they are by the final discussion in this lesson.  If students produce a lively discussion, then I would say the lesson is a success.
Create a Poem

1. Open your books to page 86.

2. Read the entire page.

3. Now select 10-15 sentences, words, or phrases and place write them in the space below.

4. Now rewrite your selections into a 10-15 line poem.  (You may add to, subtract from, or change the order of your selections.)  Now rewrite your sentences below.

5. Now it is time to create a poem.  Using your answers from part 4, create a poem that captures the ideas on page 86.

Online Quiz 4

1. A characteristic that is displayed by Oscar is

a. Pessimistic

b. Determination

c. Inattention

d. Happiness

2. If Oskar told a person he had lupus, what course of action would he most likely take in the future

a. Apply for a handicap sticker.

b. Donate to a charity fund for lupus.

c. Tell the truth within 6 months.

d. Tell the truth within 12 months.

3. When designing jewelry, what is least likely Oskar’s top priority?

a. Its focus is the prevent death.

b. Its focus is to preserve life.

c. It contains Morse code.

d. It contains hunter-green beads.

4. According to Oskar’s father, if I were to kick a rock 23 feet, I will have changed

a. The course of history.

b. The fragmentation ratio of the rock. 

c. The molecular structure of the rock.

d. The opaqueness of the rock.

Lesson Five:
* Prior to Class – Students will have read pages 108-135.
WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY –

1. Intro

Students will need to hand in their montages.  Students will need to have their poems that they created last night.  Today’s lesson will consist of showing the montages and reading the poems aloud.
WHAT TO DO –

2. Montages

Have students bring their montages up to the front of the class.  Each student will have a chance to present his or her montage.  Being that each montage contains roughly 5-10 pictures, they will move quickly.  However, I will have each student explain his or her montage, which will show the students that a picture can be worth a thousand words.

3. Poems

I will have the students read their poems aloud.  I would tell the students that they must choose one poem to write about in their writing journals.  They can write the poem down, copy it for its originator, or recall it from memory. I just want them to write down their thoughts.
4. Critical lens

I will give an explanation of the critical lens essay.  I will also inform students that they may access the information on the our class website.  I will tell them that they will utilize the lens that is currently posted on the website, which is the same lens they interpreted a few lessons prior online.  Due to the fact that the critical lens essay found on the Regents test requires two works, I will ask the students to select any other work that they have read this year or during their freshman year.
5. Homework

Students will need to take online quiz number 5.  They will also need to start focusing on the critical lens essay that will be due upon completion of this unit.  The students may access the website for additional information, but if they cannot find the answers to their questions, they can click on my e-mail link and ask me directly. Students will read 136-173.
HOW DID IT GO?

Students will be accessed by their efforts with the montage.  If the content is there and their explanations make sense, then they will receive a good grade.  If the students completed the poetry assignments, they will receive credit.
Online Quiz 5

1. If Oskar’s grandfather were to say hello to Oskar’s grandmother from a nothing spot, she would most likely

a. Yell at him

b. Ignore him

c. Join him

d. Bring him the paper

2. When reading the seventeenth page of the book written by Oskar’s grandmother, how many words would the first sentence contain?

a. 3

b. 2

c. 1

d. 0

3. If Oskar’s grandmother asked Oskar’s grandfather if he was going to the airport, he would most likely

a. Say yes

b. Say no

c. Place his head on his right shoulder

d. Place his right hand on her shoulder

4. When Oskar’s grandfather meets Anna, the sister of Oskar’s grandmother, we can assume that Oskar’s grandfather most likely thought.

a. She was annoying

b. It was love at first sight

c. They would be great friends

d. She was from Dresden
Lesson Six:
* Prior to Class – Students will have read pages 136-173.
WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY –

1. Intro

Today we will be reviewing literary elements, and then applying the information to this novel.  Students will be required to understand literary elements when they take the Regents exam.  We will also have a class discussion that will cover the critical lens essay, as well as last night’s reading.

WHAT TO DO –

2. Literary Elements pertaining to the critical lens essay
I will have the students create a giant circle from the desks.  We will be discussing literary elements.  
To start the conversation, I will ask if anyone can define point of view.  I will have a student write down some of the ideas on the board.  I will give the students a handout that describes four points of view.  I will then have the class translate the definitions into their own words, which they can write in the blank space on the handout.  


After point of view is clearly understood, I will discuss characterization with students.  We will talk about direct and indirect characterization.  Students will need to learn how to infer things about a character by utilizing contextual clues.


At this point, we will engage in a conversation about theme.  We will talk about the textbook definition of theme, and then I will have the students attempt to develop their own definitions.  

3. Application

Students will begin this portion of the lesson by creating groups of 3-4.  (I reserve the option to make the groups myself).  Students will be required to review their literary elements sheets, and then find examples in the text.  They will only be allowed to use the pages that were assigned for this day.  Students will be able to choose how to divide the work.  They will be informed that these groups are going to be utilized throughout the remainder of the unit.  Therefore, if I say to get into groups, they will form these groups.  Once students have developed a few ideas, I will have a person from each group talk about what they discovered.  
4. Class discussion

To finish the class, we will discuss the events that transpired throughout the pages they read for today.  If they have any questions, comments, concerns, or complaints, they will be given a chance to voice them at this time.

5. Homework

Students will be required to finish their class work online.  Each member of the group will need to contribute something to the online discussion.  Students will be reminded to check the class website for assignments.  Students will read pages 174-207.

HOW DID IT GO?

If the majority of the students contributed to the class discussion, then I would consider that portion a success.  While students fill out their literary elements sheets, I would walk around and check their progress.  If it appears that they are making an effort to discover examples in the book, and have written down correct examples, I would be very satisfied.

Point of View
Omniscient point of view.  The author tells the story, but from the perspective of a third-person narrator who knows all.   The narrator is free to tell the reader anything, including the characters' thoughts and motivations.  
Limited omniscient point of view. The author tells the story, again from the perspective of a third-person narrator, but this perspective is limited to complete knowledge of one character in the story; therefore, the reader knows only what one character thinks, sees, feels, or hears. 

First person point of view.  The story is told by one of its characters who uses the first person pronoun I. 

Objective point of view. The author tells the story as a third-person narrator, but is limited to reporting what the characters say or do.  The narrator (author) does not interpret their behavior or tell the reader the characters' private thoughts or feelings. 
Copyright  Joan Bruckwicki
Lesson Seven:
* Prior to Class – Students will have read pages 174-207.
WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY –

1. Intro

Today, students will begin the day with a journal entry.  I don’t want the students to write journal entries everyday because that appears to be unproductive, (At least from what I observed over the course of this semester) but I do think they should practice writing. Then, the students will work in their groups to create a treatment for pages 180-182.  We will discuss their homework from the previous night, and then move on to discuss the critical lens essay.  Students will be assigned the critical lens essay draft, which they will have plenty of time to complete.
WHAT TO DO –

2. Journal Entry

Today, students will write about something they regretted not doing.  Their will be a question on the board.  Oskar regrets not saying “I love you” to his father the night before “the worst day.” Have you ever failed to do something that you look back on now and wish you had done?  Explain.

3. The Treatment

Students will get into their groups and create a treatment for pages 180-182. During this portion of the book, the grandmother remembers her childhood.  Students will have to think creatively to succeed in this task.  Once students have created the treatment, I will have them share it with the rest of the class.  The groups will receive credit for assignment completion.  

4. The Blog Responses

I will now read the blog responses so that all of the students can hear the various interpretations of characterization.  I want the students to point the class to particular points in the novel that depict the characterization they discussed on the blog.  Students will need to learn how to find direct and indirect characterization for their state tests.  I want to ensure that they succeed in this area.

5. Teacher Instruction

Any time that is remaining will be utilized to answer any concerns about the critical lens essay.  If students do not understand a particular piece of instruction, I want to rectify the situation.  I will also take a moment to ask questions about the portion of the book that the students were required to read for today.
6. Homework

I want the students to progress in the novel by reading pages 207-233. I also want them to develop an outline for their critical lens essays.  The outline will be due tomorrow, and the final draft of the essay will be due at the end of the unit.  Students will also receive a rubric sheet, which will also be posted online, that they can utilize as a backbone for creating their critical lens essay.
HOW DID IT GO?

If students attempted to create a good treatment, I will be satisfied.  I am not trying to get them to complete a masterpiece in a few minutes.  The goal is to get them to think about and understand Oskar’s family.  If students supported their blog responses, I would be happy.
	Quality
	6

Responses at this level:
	5

Responses at this level:
	4

Responses at this level:
	3

Responses at this level:
	2

Responses at this level:
	1

Responses at this level:

	Meaning: The extent to which the response exhibits understanding, interpretation, and analysis of the task.
	-reveal an in-depth analysis of the text

- make insightful connections between information and ideas in the text and assigned task.
	-convey a thorough understanding of the text

-make clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task.
	-convey a basic understanding of the text 

-make implicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task.
	-convey a basic understanding of the text

-make few or superficial connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task.
	-convey a confused or inaccurate understanding of the text.

-allude to the text but make unclear or unwarranted connections to the assigned task
	-provide minimal or no evidence of textual understanding.

-make no connections between information in the txt and the assigned task.

	Development: The extent to which ideas are elaborated using specific and relevant evidence from the texts.
	-develop ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific details from the text.
	-develop ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text
	-develop some ideas more fully than others, using specific and relevant details from the text.
	-develop ideas  briefly, using some details from the text.
	-are incomplete or largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague, irrelevant, repetitive, or unjustified.
	-are minimal, with no evidence of development

	Organization:  The extent to which the response exhibits direction, shape, and coherence
	-maintain a clear and appropriate focus

-exhibit a logical and coherent structure through skillful use of appropriate devices and transitions.
	-maintain a clear and appropriate focus

-exhibit a logical sequence of ideas through use of appropriate devices and transitions.
	-maintain a clear and appropriate focus

-exhibit a logical sequence of ideas but may lack internal consistency.
	-establish, but fail to maintain, an appropriate focus

-exhibit a rudimentary structure but may include some inconsistencies or irrelevancies
	-lack an appropriate focus but suggest some organization, or suggest a focus but lack organization.
	-show no focus or organization.

	Conventions: The extent to which the response exhibits conventional spelling, punctuation, paragraphing, capitalization, grammar, and usage.
	-demonstrate control of the conventions essentially no errors, even with sophisticated language.
	-demonstrate control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors only when using sophisticated language.
	-demonstrate partial control, exhibiting occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension.
	-demonstrate emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors that hinder comprehension.
	-demonstrate a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors that make comprehension difficult.
	-are minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

-may be illegible or not recognizable as English.


Rubric for the Critical Lens Essay

Lesson Eight:
* Prior to Class – Students will have read pages 208-233.
WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY –

1. Intro

Today I will collect the outline of the critical lens essay.  I want to ensure that students are on the right path prior to them immersing themselves in this task.  The students will also create a poem from some of the pages in the book.  To finish the lesson, we will discuss in depth the reading from last night.
WHAT TO DO –

2. Collection

I will collect the outlines of the critical lens essay.  I will review their outlines tonight and make sure that they are heading in a direction that will allow them to develop a well written essay.

3. Create a Poem

The students will review pages 211-214.  Once they have familiarized themselves with these pages, I will have them select 6-15 words, phrases, or sentences.  From their selections, they will create a poem.  The only rule by which they must abide is that the poem must attempt to capture the essence of the grandfather’s story.  Once they have finalized their poems, I will have the students get into their groups and read their poems to one another. While students are listening to the speakers, they will learn varying ways to express the meaning of the story through poetry.

4. Class Discussion

The class will move the desks to create a giant circle.  At this point, I want the students to discuss the events of the novel.  I want them to focus on last night’s reading.  Students may focus on any area they wish.  It is during this period of instruction that students might require help with understanding the background of Oskar’s family.
5. Homework

Students will need to read pages 234-261.  Students will need to start working on their rough drafts for the critical lens essay.  These drafts will be due 2 class periods from now.  Students will be reminded to check the website to make sure they have completed the assignments up to this point.  

HOW DID IT GO?

If students completed the outline, I would be happy.  The poem portion of this lesson is not easily graded.  The effort of actually creating a poem is satisfactory.  If they created a 5-14 line poem, then they have accomplished the mission.  If the class has questions, or just general comments about the novel, I think that would be proof that they are doing the work.  
Lesson Nine:
* Prior to Class – Students will have read pages 234-261.
WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY –

1. Intro

Today we will start with a class discussion.  I want to students to start thinking about the people that Oskar helps unintentionally.  I think this, along with a poem about 9-11 (The Names by Billy Collins) will bring the students back to the reality that Oskar’s story is only one of many.  
WHAT TO DO –

2. Class discussion

Students will form a giant circle with the desks.  I will start a Socratic seminar discussion by asking students what they think about the other personal dilemmas in the story.  I will ask students to concentrate on the problems that other characters in the story must face.

3. A Poem

I will hand out the poem, The Names by Billy Collins.  I will have students stand at their desks. All students will read the poem chorally; however, only three students will read the names of the people that appear in the poem.  As a name is called, one student from the larger group will sit down and will no longer read the poem aloud.  Instead, they will join in the reading of the names.  Therefore, the reading of the names will increase in volume and the reading of the remainder of the poem will decrease.  I think the emphasis should be placed on the names, which represent individual stories just like Oskar’s story.  Once students have completed the poem, we will discuss what the poem represents and how it relates to Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close.
4. Homework

Students will need to finalize their critical lens essay rough drafts, and bring in 2 copies for the next day.  They will also need to read pages 262-284.

HOW DID IT GO?

If the students had a lively discussion during the Socratic seminar, then I would be quite pleased.  If the students had an understanding of the poem written by Collins, and they were able to make connections between the poem and the novel I would be satisfied.

Lesson Ten:
Prior to Class – Students will have read pages 262-284.

WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY –

1. Intro

Today we will discuss the various connections that are completed at this point in the novel.  I want students to think about the events that are connected throughout the novel.  Students will also attempt to make connections between Oskar, his father, and his grandfather.  Students will attempt to recreate one of the scenes from all perspectives. Students will begin peer review on their critical lens essays.  
WHAT TO DO –

2. Class discussion

The students and I will discuss how the story has many sides.  We will discuss how the author utilizes different perspectives to show the complete story.  I will begin this discussion by talking about the first time Oskar’s grandfather saw Oskar through the keyhole in the apartment.  Once the students are clear about this scenario, I want them to make other connections between the stories in the book.  I also want students to discuss the similarities between Oskar, his father, and his grandfather.  For example.  How all three failed to tell their fathers that they loved them the last time they saw them.

3. Performing the scene

Students will take one of the completed stories and write a treatment that will compile all perspectives.  Students will be able to perform one of these scenes by recreating the scene in the middle of the classroom.  The students who are not actors will become directors and camera people.  They will all have a chance to add input.

4. Critical lens essay

Students will hand in one of the copies of their critical lens rough draft.  They will then get into groups of four and swap papers.  Each student will have a chance to add input, which will be either positive, negative, or both.  Students will then give their paper to one person in the group, who will then take it home and attempt to help improve the paper.  If a student cannot find a way to improve the paper, then they should comment about what they like. 

5. Homework

Students will need to read pages 285-305.  Students will review a peers’ critical lens essays and make comments, as well as write their name at the top of the draft.  Students will return the rough drafts to the original owners the next day.  These drafts will be saved and turned in for a grade.

HOW DID IT GO?

If students made various connections during our class discussion, I would say that it went well.  The quality of the critical lens rough drafts are not expected to be spectacular, but as long as the students are on the right track, I would be satisfied.  If the students are working well in their groups I will be extremely happy because I have noticed during my observations that many groups fail because of one or two weak links.


Lesson Eleven:
* Prior to Class – Students will have read pages 285-305.
WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY –

1. Intro

Today, students will learn how to create a storyboard.  Then the students will create a storyboard for Oskar’s realization that his family knew about his quest the entire time.  I will also return the students’ rough drafts.  We will finish the class with a discussion.
2. Storyboard

I will give the students a handout that explains how to create a storyboard.  We will go over this information until I feel that the students have a good understanding of how to create the storyboard.  Once they are comfortable with the basic elements, I will have the students get into their groups and create one that will be based on Oskar’s realization that his family members knew about his quest throughout the entire novel, which is found on Page 291.  Once students have finished their project, I will have one member from each group describe the group’s collective thoughts.  

3. Rough Drafts

I will return the rough drafts to the students.  They will use my comments, their peers’ comments, and the rubric for the essay to create their final copy.  These copies will be handed in on the last day of the unit.  At this time, I will answer any questions the students might have about this assignment.  I will also inform them that they may e-mail me at any time.
4. Class discussion

We will finish the class with a class discussion.  A lot has been cleared up in the last two readings.  I want the students to understand the writer’s style.  I want them to look at how Foer utilizes multiple perspectives, and how that type of writing can be effective and engaging.  I will also answer any general questions that the students might have pertaining to the novel.

5. Homework

It is time to finish the book.  The students will be required to read the remaining pages 306-326.  Students will also be given some time to work on their critical lens essays.  

HOW DID IT GO?

If the storyboards were taken seriously, and students actually thought about how to recreate this scene utilizing film, I would be happy.  If the students asked probing questions about the writer’s style, the novels plot, or the themes, I would be extremely satisfied. 
The Storyboard
As seen in the accompanying picture, a storyboard contains a rough sketch representation of the video. A storyboard is essentially a timeline going from top to bottom, with the top occurring first. Using a storyboard allows you to see what the scene will look like. 
When creating your story keep in mind the 5 W's; Who, What, When, Where, and Why. This will help you fill in the main body of your story. 
Utilize the blank storyboard sheet to create your storyboard for page 291.
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Copyright Brian Sotherden

Story Board for Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close

Name ____________________

Group ________
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Lesson Twelve:
* Prior to Class – Students will have read pages 306-326.
WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY –

1. Intro

Today we will complete a group writing assignment.  We will also have a class discussion in which we will talk about Jonathan Safran Foer’s writing.  We will also discuss Oskar’s closure, as well as how Foer reveals all of the missing pieces at the end of the story.  Finally, we will talk about the final draft of the critical lens essay.

2. Writing with Friends

Students will get into the groups and create a short story, which will be roughly one-half of a page long.  Students will need to create a scenario that involves at least three different characters.  They will write their story from the perspective of one of those characters.  Once they complete their story, they will need to rewrite it from the perspective of the other two characters.  

3. Class Discussion

Students have read the entire book.  The students will form a giant circle with the desks and we will talk about Foer’s writing.  We will also talk about Oskar’s character development.  Finally, we will talk about the critical lens essay.  Students should be able to make any final modifications to their writing and submit them to me by tomorrow.
4. Homework

Students will need to finalize their writing assignments.  They will submit their final copies tomorrow.  Their final grade for the paper will consist of three separate grades.  The final paper will be worth 70%, the rough draft 20%, and their corrections to a peer’s paper will be worth 10%.

HOW DID IT GO?

If the students created scenarios from three different perspectives, and kept the original story intact, I would be satisfied.  If their questions and answers during the discussion are well thought out, I would be happy.  They will turn in their papers for a final grade tomorrow.  If the class averages a grade of 4 I would be satisfied.  Anything greater then a four, and I would be extremely happy.

