Course Syllabus

PHY 134.01
Stars & Galaxies
3 Credit Hours

Spring 2006
Class Time:  

MWF 11 – 11:50 a.m. 

Class Location:

Farrington 107
Instructor:  

Dr. C. Renee James
Contact Info:
 
Farrington 306
 
294-4888    
phy_crj@shsu.edu

Office Hours: 

MWF 9 – 10 a.m.; TTh 9:00 a.m. - noon; OR Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 

AFTERNOONS BY APPOINTMENT

Required Textbook:  
Voyages to the Stars & Galaxies, by Fraknoi, Morrison & Wolff
Required Supplies:
A pad of Post-It notes or the equivalent

You can check for HW sets, handouts, and miscellaneous information on my website:  

http://www.geocities.com/drcreneejames
Course Description:  This course is designed to give you a qualitative overview of everything outside the solar system, namely stars and stellar systems.  There are no prerequisites, but it is expected that you have retained a good working knowledge of algebra from high school.  If not, you might want to seek help in the math tutoring center.

Course Objectives: Upon completion of this course, you should have a firm grasp of the following items…

> The development of the scientific method




> Decoding light to determine physical properties of objects

> Apparent and absolute magnitudes

> The cosmic distance ladder




> Historical development of the laws governing the universe



> Formation and evolution of stars

> Evolution of stellar systems
> Galaxies

> The expansion of the universe

> The origin and fate of everything

Grade Breakdown:  This is what you’re REALLY interested in.  How much work will you have to do, and what will you get for it?  Your grade in this course will be based on the following

Homework, quizzes, 1-minute papers, etc.


35%


In-Class Exams (best 3 of 4)




45%

Final Exam (yes, it IS comprehensive)

20% 

FINAL EXAM DATE:  WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, FROM 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS FINAL EXAM DATE.  Be certain that you do not make any travel plans that will interfere with your taking the final exam. 

Exams:  The in-class exams are fairly self-explanatory.  These are tests that will assess your understanding of the subject for a three-week-long block. Note that your lowest exam grade will be automatically dropped (this does NOT include the final exam).  This gives you the chance to have an off day, be at home with a sick kid, simply ditch a test, etc. without penalty.  As a consequence of this policy, I DO NOT ALLOW MAKE-UP EXAMS!  If you miss an exam, consider it your dropped grade.  Also note that the exams will be curved, meaning that there is no set number corresponding to an A, B, etc.  This means that a 50 on a test might turn out to be a C, depending on how your classmates fared.  Anything over a 90 will always be an A, however, regardless of class average.  Likewise, anything over an 80 will always be at least a B; anything over 70 will always be at least a C, anything over 60 will always be at least a D.  

TENTATIVE EXAM DATES: 
Exam 1 will be held on or around 2/3




Exam 2 will be held on or around 2/27




Exam 3 will be held on or around 3/29 




Exam 4 will be held on or around 4/21 
These dates might need to be modified depending on the circumstances of the semester.

Homework is… well… homework.  It will be assigned periodically in class.  I do not accept late assignments for the simple reason that I try to post the solutions on my website immediately after the due date.   If you must, fax it to the department or e-mail it to me on the due date to avoid getting a zero.

Quizzes:  To make sure that you actually DO your homework, a portion of your HW grade will be based on short quizzes which will be given on the HW due dates.  You will be able to use YOUR OWN HW to answer 10 multiple choice questions.  These quizzes will assess your understanding of your HW AND will help prepare you for the exams.  Please invest in a package of the baby Scantrons for these quizzes.

One-minute papers:  At the end of each class period, I will (if I remember) ask everyone to write a one-minute paper.  This will consist of a sentence or two expressing the clearest point, the fuzziest point, or the general impression of the day’s class.  I will read the 1-minute papers before preparing the material for the next class, and if there is an overwhelming vote to go back over some point or to move on to new information, I can gear the next class to better accommodate you.  While this is a darned good way to assure quasi-regular class attendance, it is really an attempt to get a handle on your current thoughts about class.  It really doesn’t make sense to pretend everyone is understanding everything I say, and most people choose not to ask many questions for fear that they will look stupid.  Sadly, in most cases, two-thirds of the class usually wants to ask the exact same question, but are afraid of looking stupid.  And so the cycle goes.  NOTE:  YOU CAN MISS UP TO NINE (9) 1-MINUTE PAPERS WITHOUT PENALTY.  After that, you will lose 1 point off your average for each one-minute-paper missed, with a maximum deduction of 10 points.  ALTHOUGH GENEROUS, THIS ATTENDANCE POLICY COSTS SOME PEOPLE THEIR GRADES AT THE END OF THE SEMESTER.  PLEASE TAKE IT SERIOUSLY!
Supplemental Projects:  One exam grade is automatically dropped. However, if you are not comfortable with test-taking in general, you may choose to do a project to supplant another exam grade.  I will hand out a list of possible project topics and styles of presentation.  You may choose something from the list OR you may propose an original project idea, for which you must obtain prior approval.  More project information will follow as we get into the semester.  DO NOT USE THE PROJECT AS A FALL-BACK!  Believe me – you’d rather take a test and see how you fare with the curve than deal with the projects.  This simply allows you the opportunity to express your understanding in a format that you’re more comfortable with.    
If you choose to do a supplemental project, you will be required to attend a small session about plagiarism.

MY POLICY ON ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  Work you turn in is expected to be original.  Do not turn in homework that is copied directly from another.  I don’t mind if you work on homework together, but it should be in your own words.  Do not cheat on exams.  I will give you an automatic F for the class if I catch you cheating, and then you’ll have to do a horrendous runaround with the department head and the Dean of our college that involves lots of time-consuming paperwork.  So don’t go there.  Try not to allow anyone to cheat off your paper.  Keep it covered at all times, and avoid looking around too much during exams.  Check all backpacks and hats at the front of the room before the exams.  You will be allowed pencil, scratch paper, and the exam paper at your desk.  Do not turn in projects that are in any way not your own work.  Copied text, from either the internet or hardcopy sources, must have appropriate documentation.  Substantial excerpts from other sources will constitute plagiarism unless thoroughly and appropriately referenced.  If you plagiarize any part of your project, I will give you an automatic F for the class.

CLASSROOM RULES OF CONDUCT:  Please see the student handbook for guidelines on acceptable student behavior.

VISITORS:  Visitors are welcome at all times, provided they do not interfere with student learning in any way.

STUDENT ABSENCES ON RELIGIOUS HOLY DAYS POLICY:  Section 51.911(b) of the Texas Education Code requires that an institution of higher education excuse a student from attending classes or other required activities, including examinations, for the observance of a religious holy day, including travel for that purpose.  A student whose absence is excused under this subsection may not be penalized for that absence and shall be allowed to take an examination or complete an assignment from which the student is excused within a reasonable time after the absence.

University policy 861001 provides the procedures to be followed by the student and instructor.  A student desiring to absent himself/herself from a scheduled class in order to observe (a) religious holy day(s) shall present to each instructor involved a written statement concerning the religious holy day(s). This request must be made in the first fifteen days of the semester or the first seven days of a summer session in which the absence(s) will occur. The instructor will complete a form notifying the student of a reasonable timeframe in which the missed assignments and/or examinations are to be completed.

DISABLED STUDENT POLICY:  It is the policy of Sam Houston State University that no otherwise qualified disabled individual shall, solely by reason of his/her handicap, be excluded from the participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any academic or Student Life program or activity. Disabled students may request help with academically related problems stemming from individual disabilities from their instructors, school/department chair, or by contacting the Chair of the Committee for Continuing Assistance for Disabled Students and Director of the Counseling Center, Lee Drain Annex, or by calling (936) 294-1720.

