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VITA – Dr. C. Renée James

I.  Academic Background:


The University of Texas at Austin, 1995 – 2000, Ph. D. (Astronomy), May 2000


The University of Texas at Austin, 1991 – 1993; M.A. (Astronomy), December 1993

Rice University, 1987 – 1991; B.A. (Physics), May 1991

II.  Summary of Work Experience:

Assistant Professor, Sam Houston State University (Huntsville, TX):  September 2000 – 


present 

Instructor, Sam Houston State University (Huntsville, TX):  August 1999 – 


August 2000


Teacher, Houston Independent School District (TX):  January 1999 – June 1999


Instructor, Anne Arundel Community College (Arnold, MD):  August 1997 – December 



1998


Adjunct Faculty Member, Austin Community College (TX):  1995 – 1997


Teaching Assistant, The University of Texas at Austin:  1995 - 1997


Research Assistant, The University of Texas at Austin:  1992 – 1993, 1996


Substitute Teacher, Dripping Springs ISD (TX):  1993 – 1994


Research Assistant, Rice University, Department of Physics:  1990


Research Assistant, Rice University, Department of Space Physics and Astronomy:  

1988, 1989

III.  Research and Scholarly Activity:

A. Books

               Physics 113/317 Astronomy Lab Manual, 2001, First Edition, RonJon Publishing, Inc. 



(C. R. James and F. Cooper).  

NOTE :  This lab manual was revised annually through 2004.

B. Peer-reviewed articles in professional journals 

“Cecilia Payne-Gaposchkin and the Composition of the Sun,” 2005, Astronomy, v. 33, 

No. 5 (currently in press), C. R. James.

“Reading Between the Lines: The Search for Stellar Recipes,” 2005, Mercury:  The 

Magazine of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, v. 34, no. 1 (currently in 

press), C. R. James.


“Photometry and Spectroscopy of Bright Stars in the Carina dSph Galaxy,” 2005, ESO 

Astrophysics Symposium Series:  Springer-Verlag (currently in press), M. 

Monelli, G. Bono, M. Nonino, C.R. James, P. Francois, R. Buonanno, G. Nevils, 

and 5 co-authors.

“A New Population of Old Stars,” 2004, Origin and Evolution of the Elements, from the 

Carnegie Observatories Centennial Symposia. Carnegie Observatories Astrophysics Series. Edited by A. McWilliam and M. Rauch, 2004. Pasadena: Carnegie Observatories, I.I. Ivans, Christopher Sneden, C. R. James, G.W. Preston, J.P. Fulbright, P.A. Hoflich, B.W. Carney, and J.C. Wheeler.

"Chemical Substructure in the Milky Way Halo: A New Population of Old Stars," 2003, 

Astrophysical Journal, 592, 906, I.I. Ivans, Christopher Sneden, C. R. James, 

G.W. Preston, J.P. Fulbright, P.A. Hoflich, B.W. Carney, and J.C. Wheeler.

“Data Acquisition and Instrument Control via a Web Page Using Linux,” 2003, Journal 


of Chemical Education, Volume 80, no. 2, p.221, C.R. James & M.P. McCann.

“Edward and Mina:  How a Maid and her Master Changed the Face and Gender of 



Astronomy Forever,” 2002, Astronomy, v. 30, No. 7, pp. 46 – 50,  C.R. James.

“The 1995-96 decline of R Coronae Borealis: high-resolution optical spectroscopy,” 

1999, Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society, v. 310, No. 3, pp. 

717-744, R.N. Kameswara, D.L. Lambert, M.T. Adams, D.R. Doss, G. Gonzalez, 

A. P. Hatzes, C. R. James, C. M. Johns-Krull, R.E. Luck, G. Pandey, and 3 

coauthors
C. Peer-reviewed exhibitions – none

D. Peer-reviewed performances – none

E. Presentations at Professional Conferences

“Seeking Chemical and Kinematic Correlations Within the Carina Dwarf Spheroidal,” 

2005, American Astronomical Society Meeting #205, G.K. Nevils, D.L. Koger, C.R. James, M. Monelli, and M. Nonino (poster)

“Determining Oxygen Abundances in Metal-Poor Subdwarfs from the O I Triplet,” 2003, 

American Astronomical Society Meeting #201, C.R. James, C.A. Pilachowski, T. 

Beers, C. Sneden, and R.M. Cavallo (poster)
 “Spectroscopic Study of the Chemically Unusual Metal-Poor Halo Stars G4-36 and 


BD+80 245,” 2000, American Astronomical Society Meeting #196, C.R. James 

(poster)

F. Funded Grants and Contracts
a. Externally Funded Grants & Contracts

i. Women’s International Science Collaboration Grant from the American Association for the Advancement of Science, “The Carina Dwarf Spheroidal:  The Rosetta Stone for Dwarf Galaxy Evolution” – December 2003.

b.   Internally Funded Grants & Contracts

i.  Faculty Research Enhancement Grant for “The Carina Dwarf 

Spheroidal:  The Rosetta Stone for Dwarf Galaxy Evolution” – Summer 

2004.

ii.   Faculty Research Enhancement Grant for “Determining the 

Nucleosynthetic Origins of the Oldest Galactic Stars” – Summer 2001

G. Papers Submitted and Under Review

a. “Stellar Superlatives:  Probing the Physical Extremes of Stars,” submitted to Astronomy, (C.R. James & H. Marion).

b. “Team Teaching,” submitted to Astronomy Education Review (C.R. James and G. Sanford).

H. Grants and Contracts Submitted and Under Review

a. “CAREER – The Carina Dwarf Spheroidal:  The Rosetta Stone of Dwarf Galaxy Evolution,” submitted to the National Science Foundation.  Amount requested:  $456,000 over 5 years.

b. “ASSET:  Astronomy Summer School of East Texas,” submitted to Space Telescope Science Institute IDEAS program.  Amount requested;  $48,000 over 2 years.

c. “The Carina Dwarf Spheroidal:  The Rosetta Stone of Dwarf Galaxy Evolution,” submitted to Research Corporation.  Amount Requested: $42,000 over 2 years.

d. “The Carina Dwarf Spheroidal:  The Rosetta Stone of Dwarf Galaxy Evolution,” submitted to Texas Excellence Fund.  Amount Requested:  $17,000 for 1 year.

I. Articles, Exhibitions, and Performances
a. “Debating Origins,” 2003, Astronomy, v. 31, no. 9, p. 28 (C. R. James).  

J. Other Scholarly and Creative Accomplishments


a. Advisor, Undergraduate Research Project (“Seeking Chemical and Kinematic Correlations in the Carina Dwarf Spheroidal”) – Gigi K. Nevils and Derek L. Koger, 2004 – present

b. “Career Hurdles,” sub-section in A New Universe to Explore: Careers in Astronomy, compiled by the American Astronomical Society/Astronomy Education Board, 2004.

c. Master’s Thesis Committee Member, Quiliang Yao – 2002

d. “Astronomer Wanted:  Job Description - ??”  Insert essay written for Explorations 3e, by Thomas Arny, 2001:  McGraw-Hill Publishing.

e.  “Ask the Astronomer,” The Huntsville Item, weekly column from 13 September 2002 to 20 December 2002.

IV.  Honors, Awards and Special Recognitions

A.  Special Recognition Award for Outstanding Contributions to the College of Arts and 

Sciences, Summer 2004.

V.  Professional Development and Service
A.  Elected Offices in Professional Organizations
a.  Elected Member, Astronomy Education Board of American Astronomical

Society, May 2003 (term expires May 2006)

B.  Other Service in Professional Organizations
a.  Co-organizer, ASTRO 101 Educational Session for 206th Meeting of the 

American Astronomical Society (for June 2005 Meeting).



b.  Agenda co-planner, ASTRO 101 Educational Sessions for 207th – 211th 

Meetings of the American Astronomical Society.

c.  Co-organizer, ASTRO 101 Educational Session at 203rd Meeting of the

American Astronomical Society – January 2004

C. Attendance at Professional Conferences, Workshops or Colloquia

205th Meeting of the American Astronomical Society – January 2005

Astronomy Education Board Retreat, Seattle, WA – November 2004

Astronomy Education Board Retreat, Chicago, IL – November 2003

Faculty Seminar in Writing in the Disciplines – May 19 – 23, 2003

201st Meeting of the American Astronomical Society – January 2003

Speaker, Physics Colloquium, Sam Houston State University – October 2004

Speaker, Physics Colloquium, Sam Houston State University – February 2003

2002 Conference of the Western Alliance of Planetariums – October 2002

Speaker, Colloquium for Women’s History Month at SHSU – March 2002

198th Meeting of the American Astronomical Society – June 2001

196th Meeting of the American Astronomical Society – June 2000
Speaker, Stellar Seminar, University of Texas at Austin – April 2000

Speaker, Physics Colloquium, Sam Houston State University – March 2000

D. Professional Service to the Public

Invited Speaker, Welch Middle School, Houston, Texas – February 2005

Invited Speaker, Stardate:  The First Meeting of the Huntsville Amateur 

Astronomy Society, October 30, 2004. 



Planetarium show host, Cub Scout Pack 238 – October 2004

Invited Speaker, Family Science Night at Sam Houston Elementary, Huntsville, 

Texas – January 2004

Moderator, Academic Challenge State Championship – April 2004

Moderator, Academic Challenge Tournament – November 2003

Invited Guest, KSAM 101.7 FM, for Mars Opposition – August 2003

Organizer, Mars Opposition Party, SHSU Observatory – August 2003

Planetarium show host, PreK class of Huntsville WMC – August 2003

Invited Speaker, Parmley Elementary School, Willis, Texas – January 2003

Judge, Academic Challenge Tournament – November 2002

Judge, SHSU Debate and Speech Tournament – October 2002

Judge, Academic Challenge State Championship – April 2002


Correspondent with prisoner requesting astronomy resources – March 2002


Planetarium show host, Bryan-College Station Home-School Group – March 

2002

Invited Speaker, Bentwater Country Club – May 2001


Judge, Academic Challenge Tournament – November 2000


Science Consultant, Academic Challenge Tournament – September 2000

E. Service on University Committees

Chair, Faculty Centennial Scholarship Committee – May 2003 to August 2004

Co-Chair, Faculty Centennial Scholarship Committee – May 2002 to May 2003

Member, Faculty Centennial Scholarship Committee –  August 2001 to May 2003

F. Service on College Committees – none
G. Service on Departmental Committees

Member, Department of Physics Colloquium Committee – September 2002 to 

present
Member, Department of Physics Equipment Committee – September 2002 to present

H. Other Accomplishments in Professional Development or Service

Faculty Advisor, Society of Physics Students – September 2000 to present

Faculty Advisor, Sigma Pi Sigma (National Physics Honor Society), SHSU Chapter – 


September 2000 to present

Member, American Association of Physics Teachers

Member, American Astronomical Society 

Member, Historical Astronomical Division of AAS

Member, Astronomical Society of the Pacific

Member, Sigma Pi Sigma

Textbook Reviewer:  “Unit Q:  Particles Behave Like Waves,” from Six Ideas That 

Shaped Physics, by Thomas Moore.

