Red Riding Hood and Fairy Stories…

English- based activities

(These activities are aimed mainly at KS3 students, but can be adjusted for KS4 if required)

Research… 

En2: 3a,b,c/4c/9c

The Fairy stories we know and love today have been on a long journey spanning hundreds of years and a variety of cultures before reaching us. They all started out as part of the oral tradition of storytelling, and were later written down. This means that there are many variations on each story. Time, culture and society all have a huge effect on the way the stories are told and interpreted. 

Student activity: research a fairy story that you are familiar with using the internet and library. 

How many variations on the story can you find?

Look at the date of the story and where it comes from. Perhaps you could draw a timeline to illustrate which came first, or place the stories on a world map to show where they are from.

How are they different/similar?

Map the different versions on a chart that includes beginning/ending/main character/main events and any other information.

Most fairy stories have a ‘moral’ within. Do the morals change with different versions? Perhaps you could list them all and say which you think is the most/least relevant today. 

Which version do you prefer and why?

Stereotypes…

En1: 3b/10a,b

En2: 1a,b,c,d/2a/3a,d

En3: 1i,l,m

Have you ever noticed that fairy stories seem to contain very similar types of characters and events? Beautiful, helpless girls mope around dreaming of brave, heroic boys. Beautiful, helpless girls are saved by brave, heroic boys. Beautiful, helpless girls tell all their secrets to strangers (and brave, heroic boys sort out the resulting chaos) and so on…

What other kinds of stereotypes do you find in fairy stories?

What message do you think these stories convey to the children who read them?

Student activity: It has been said by some people that modern children shouldn’t read fairy tales because they will get the idea that girls are supposed to be beautiful and good and helpless and dull, and that boys are meant to be handsome and active and violent and thoughtless. 

What do you think?

Discuss the following statements in small groups and then present an argument for or against traditional fairy stories…

Fairy stories should be re- written with 

modern heroes and heroines for modern children. 

It is not worth worrying about; children don’t take much notice of what happens in stories.

All traditional fairy and folk stories 

should be banned from bookshops and libraries.

Parents and teachers should read fairy stories first and decide if they are suitable for children

Children should be encouraged to read 

and understand fairy stories and folk tales.

Everyone knows what happens in stories and what happens in real life are different. 

A modern fairy tale…

En3: 1a,b,c,d/2a,c

Students will have great fun recreating and subverting fairy stories to suit the modern audience. Perhaps get them to read Roald Dahl’s version of Red Riding Hood from Revolting Rhymes before attempting to write their own version. It helps to use a chart like the one below so they can develop a framework for the writing of a complete piece. 

Students who have seen the TIE production may wish to create an extra column and fill in the changes that we made o the story. They can choose to change any fairy story of course, but it may be worth collaborating on recording the main details of the original story as a class, so that students don’t get confused. 

	The traditional story…
	The modern version…

	Begins “Once upon a time…”

Little Red Riding Hood tells the story from her point of view.

Little Red Riding Hood is named after the red cape she wears.

Her mother warns her not to stray off the path into the woods.

She meets a big, bad wolf in the woods.

Little Red Riding Hood is naïve and innocent and she tells the wolf everything he needs to know.

The wolf wants to eat little Red Riding Hood.

Granny is very old, feeble and sick.

The wolf eats granny.

The wolf is killed by the woodcutter.

The moral of the story is…?
	


Morals…

What is the moral of Red Riding Hood? “Do as your mother tells you?”, “Don’t talk to strangers?”, “Make sure you know what your granny looks like to ensure you don’t confuse her with a wolf?”. There are many ways of reading these stories, and the ‘morals’ change with each version of the story. Whatever they may be, they are very important as these stories are meant to warn children about the perils of the adult world. 

Student activity: 
Ask students to think about/list the morals of various fairy stories. Are they relevant to children and teenagers in today’s world? What might we want to warn young people about in today’s society?

Ask students to think about/list some of the morals they may have found in our TIE performance. We hope they will have picked up on ideas about peer pressure and individuality/parental responsibility/growing up/alcoholism.

Can they think about putting across a more worthwhile and relevant moral in their modern fairy story?

Having written their modern fairy tale, some kind of activity as a class or in pairs to discuss how well their modern fairy tale subverts stereotypes and gives a relevant moral, yet retains the conventions of fairy tales is valuable. This will encourage students to give reasons for their choices, and will show how much they have understood about the various aspects of fairy stories.  

There is a huge amount more that can be done with this topic. We recommend the Changing Stories activity book published by the English Centre, from which some of our activities were taken. We hope you enjoy taking Red Riding Hood into the English classroom!  

Media…

En1: 9c/10a

En2: 5a,b,c,d

(These activities would probably suit KS4 students, although it is worth pushing KS3 students to think about these issues)

Having looked at stereotypes in fairy stories, students could begin to look at the kinds of stereotypes that exist in the media. They may wish to discuss the way certain groups of people (‘ethnic minorities’, single mothers, refugees etc) are represented in newspapers, magazines, adverts, television programmes. 

How does seeing stereotypes in the media affect the way we view people? 

Are these media stereotypes more powerful at shaping our opinions than we realise? 

Do they think that these kinds of stereotypes are more damaging than those found in fairy stories? 

Disney films provide a wealth of study in this area: only recently has Disney created a strong lead female character in Mulan, and shortly the first ever lead black character will appear in a Disney film. Pocahontas was criticised for misrepresenting and patronising Native Americans. Have the students ever noticed this, or do they take the stereotypes for granted? They could consider what effect such hugely distributed films may have on their audiences, particularly children.  

Additional resources:

Five versions of the story of Red Riding Hood with information on the history of each one from Changing Stories

Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes version of Red Riding Hood

 


 







