The Seal Wife/The Sea Woman
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Long ago there lived a young fisherman named Patrick.

One day he was walking by the seashore when he saw the most beautiful woman he had ever seen sitting on a 

Rock, combing her hair

He crept up to watch her, as he did

She picked up a garment, drew it round her body and 

Dived into the sea 

She had become a seal

He walked there again the next night and again she

Combed her hair and covered herself in the garment and 

dived into the ocean

He walked there again the next night and this time he seized 

her skin

She was completely powerless and had to follow him

She became his wife, they spent several years together 

And she bore him three children

In a small cottage there are not many places to hide 

Things, so he hid her skin in the thatching in the roof

As we all know thatching needs to be replaced 

Every seven years

The thatcher was working on the roof and 

threw down the old thatching and with it her skin

The children found the skin, picked it up and took it to 

ask her what it was

That night as the husband and children were sleeping she

Took the skin and fled to the sea

And never came back again
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