Year 8 Drama- The Seal Wife

Lesson One:

Read story.

Discuss alternative versions.

Improvisation of what is told using narrator.

Think about doing African/Asian/Scottish/Irish versions- how does this change things?

Lesson Two:

What happens between fisherman and Seal Wife? Improvise the time between him stealing her skin and then marrying. What does he say to her?

Why did he seize her skin? What does she think of him? Why does she stay with him. 

Improvise in fours, using thought- tracking.

Lesson Three:

Members of the village.

What is their attitude towards her? Rumours, gossip, something seen/ heard etc.

Lesson Four:

Her leaving- what goes through her mind when the skin is found; home (land or sea?), kids. Dream sequence the night before she goes?

Lesson Five:

Enact what happens when she returns to the Seal world. Other family left behind, is she remembered or forgotten? What has changed?

Lesson Six:

Ten years later- chat show in groups. What are the components of a chat show? What happens when she returns to her family on land?

Other activities or h/wks: Newspaper articles on the story…Write own version of the story using cultural references…drawing of Seal Wife or Patrick and Family…Letter from Seal Wife back home having escaped…diary entry…

