Year 8 Drama scheme - ‘Jo’

Skills used/terms learned:

Hot- seating


Flashback

Externalised Conscience
(Non-)Naturalistic

Games:

Shoot- out


‘I love you’ game

Aliens



Chinese Whispers?

Name/Fact/Lie Game
Similarities

Trust game

Lesson One:

Establish class and teacher in role

Read ‘Jo’ mystery as leading psychologist

Class question in role (prompt with own questions)

Give 2 mins to chat in pairs and come up with any more questions. Go round and elicit more questions.

Who would the group like to interview about this? (Other than Jo)

Assign volunteer to play role (probably mother or teacher)

Students note down one question each for the interviewee, while teacher brief’s him/her on how to react.

Take a question from each person.

Repeat with another character.

Evaluate: 
Most interesting aspects of case?



What they thought of the characters?

Lesson Two:

Re-cap last lesson

Group are briefed on interviewing Jo.

In groups of five, present a scene showing four ways of trying to elicit speech from Jo. They should end with Jo about to speak, so the last method should be the most effective one.

Rehearse.

Present: in centre of large circle.

Evaluate: 
How did it feel trying to get him to talk?

Why do you think some methods were more effective than others?

H/Wk: Write a list of teen stresses/preoccupations. As many as poss.

Lesson Three:

Ask for some examples for the teen preoccupations/stresses.

Use one as an eg. for a scene showing the preoccupation haunting the teen

Student in circle as teen, watching TV- teacher in role as news reporter talking to student, then turns to radio, makes a snack etc. Students suggest what the radio might say, or what might be written on the newspaper. 

Introduce term- external conscience, a non- naturalistic feature of drama.

Into fives to create their own scene of a teen plagued by a stress. How might it end? (With teen screaming out, running etc)Suggest use of sound, repetition etc might be effective. How do you show frustration.

Rehearse

Perform

Evaluate:
What is externalised conscience/non-naturalistic?



What effect did the scenes create?

H/Wk: write down some ideas about what you think may have happened to Jo.

Lesson Four:

Show scene solving mystery

Start with the end image (teacher re- read from passage)

Use flashback and end again with a freeze.

Emphasise use of non- naturalistic technique again to give atmosphere.

Rehearse.

Perform.

Evaluate:
What did people think of the ideas?



How effective were they in filling in the gaps?



How well were non- naturalistic techniques adopted?

Lesson Five:

In same groups as last week write a poem giving Jo (and other teens) advice on dealing with problems.

Rehearse and perform using sound and movement if you wish.

Elicit suggestions for how this may be done (song/rap lyrics?)

Present

Discuss how this has made us think about teenage probs

How easy was it to write and perform a song/poem?
Lesson Six:
Lesson on ‘what happened to ‘Jo’ next

Evaluate whole scheme:
Did you enjoy the mystery element?

What new techniques have been learned?

How has it made you think about young peoples problems?.

