Radio Drama - Techniques...








Radio acting is the ‘smallest’ and most intimate form of vocal performance - so remember that you don’t need to ‘project’ as you might in a theatre space...





...but be careful that you don’t make any unnecessary noises - a theatre audience won’t notice them, but a radio audience will...





You can’t offer any visual clues to an audience about who you are - everything must be said using your voice alone - so think about the possibilities of accent, spoken mannerisms, diction, and so on...





Fortunately, radio actors don’t have to learn their lines - and can benefit from putting written reminders on their scripts for use during performances. ‘Breathing’ marks are particularly useful if you have long stretches of dialogue...





Also mark your script with any sound effects you intend to make yourself, and how close you intend to be to the microphone :





Microphone distances : 


	Words spoken over two metres away will sound ‘ambient’ & background-y


	Speech will sound ‘normal’ at around 50 centimetres


	Speech will sound ‘intimate’ at less than 10 centimetres


		- but...





...try not to get your script in between your mouth and the microphone - unless you want your speech to sound muffled...





...remember that some speech sounds (‘p’, ‘b’ and ‘f’) will make a microphone ‘pop’ at close range...





...and try not to make ‘paper-y’ noises when turning the pages - old BBC presenters


used to paste their pages of scripts onto cardboard, to avoid rustling.





If you’re recording comedy without a ‘live’ audience, remember to leave a silent gap for laughter...





...and that shouting at close microphone range will cause ‘clipping’ on the recording...





Try to do sound effects ‘live’ if you can - pre-recorded effects and music won’t have the same reverberation as the studio you’re recording in, and run the risk of sounding artificial...





Remember to try to vary your distance from the microphone during recording - otherwise, an audience won’t have any appreciation of the size of space you’re in (are you in a large room..? a small room..? outside..?), and your performance will sound flat...





Studio time is expensive - so even though your work isn’t being broadcast ‘live’, fluffing lines will still annoy your producer...
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