Scheme of Work Outline





DRAMA	Year 8			‘The Identification’


					4 lessons








Overall objectives for the scheme of work:	


Experience of identifying subtext –teasing out the things the poem doesn’t actually say. 


Finding non-naturalistic ways to represent the action. 


Recognising the difference and tension between the private and public dimensions to this story, and choosing dramatic styles appropriate to each.


Interpreting and responding to each other’s work.


Organising a single, whole group performance of the poem, and managing the progress from each verse to the next.


Co-ordinating action with sound / voice-over to create a dramatic whole.





Lesson 1	Resources: photocopied sheets with poem and table of questions


In groups of 4 or 5 read through the poem. Answer questions by filling in the columns on reverse of the poem sheet: What do we know? What do we guess has happened? What do we want to know? Collect answers from groups, record responses on board. 





Each group to create a tableau to show one of the following: Stephen as his father would like to remember him, Stephen as his Grandmother would like to remember him, Stephen as his friends remember him, Stephen as his teachers remember him. Show the pictures and discuss the differences – Why didn’t his Father know more about him?





Lesson 2


Divide into 5 groups and give each group a verse of the poem to perform. Somebody needs to play Stephen’s father, but he doesn’t necessarily have to speak all the lines. Who else is there? How should the lines be spoken – angry / sad / confused? Fast or slow? Only the original words may be used and no new ones added, though these may be abbreviated or repeated if wished.





Each group to show their verse individually, discussion and feedback from the group, then a single whole group run through without breaks to finish.








Lesson 3


The press conference. In groups. Fathers (from previous week) will be facing the press –this is a big local story. Send the Fathers off to prepare themselves to face the press – think about how they feel, what kind of questions they might expect, how they want to present Stephen to the journalists. Brief the journalists together – think about what questions they want to ask but also how they would behave toward the Father. If he gets upset, how will they ask the next question etc. What is the minimum that they need to come away understanding? Not all the questions have to be easy or fair on the father!


Each group to show the best 1 or 2 questions from their press conference. In groups, write the headline for the report of the incident. Discuss with fathers how they felt being questioned, and whether the journalists were fair.


Lesson 4


In groups of 4 or 5 (same as week 1?) prepare a 30 second mime showing the incident itself, with voice over soundtrack. The voice over should be in the words of either: 


the police officer’s report describing what they believe happened


the doctor’s report describing Stephen’s injuries and how they happened


Stephen lying to his father about where he is going


the story from one of Stephen’s friends who was there but survived. (put these on board)





The voice over should be in the correct language for that character, and should be written down at least in note form. 





Groups to show mimes, whole class feedback and evaluation. Which lesson of the SOW produced the best work in their opinion?





