LESSON PLAN



Subject: DRAMA

Teacher: Dominic Laycock

Class: 10Dr (or suitable for Y9)



Topic of Lesson: Building a character



Overall learning aims from the scheme of work:



This is a one-off lesson intended to develop skills and techniques in creating complex and credible characters for improvisation. 





Learning intentions for the lesson

About dramatic form: 



Building a character’s personal history and using this preparation to inform and animate a more in-depth, realistic performance. Responding in role to other characters’ actions. Staying in role.

	







Through the drama:



Working under time pressure; collaborating and negotiating in a group to produce a joint presentation incorporating the characters developed individually





Information about individuals in the class who need attention, incl. SEN & EAL









Relevant observations and modifications from evaluations of previous lessons:



Allow ample time for performances – they take quite a long tiome to set up to perform, and produce work of some duration. They have been a bit rushed the last two lessons, so don’t do that to them again!





Resources: Paper slips with character names and ages, Hat to draw names from (!), Character sketch pro-forma sheets, a range of stimulating small props





Homework (and due date): None



Planned opportunities for monitoring, assessing and recording students’ learning:



Evaluation by teacher on the basis of contribution to group activities and success in sustaining a believable character during performance of devised scenes.















Activities

�

Purpose�

Organisation��

Introduction – today developing new skills for work on character. Pleased with last week – strong chr Actors in class.



Give out character pro-forma sheets. Read over the categories and headings to be completed.

One character all lesson, so make it a credible one.



Take a slip with character details from the hat



Find a space and complete the character sketch sheet individually.



Think about how the character moves – Simple mimes: how do they walk? How do they sit?



In groups of 3 – 

Give them a location from the list, prepare a scene in that location using the three characters they have developed.



Show scenes. Stop the scenes occasionally and put one of the characters ‘on-the-spot’ with a question. 



Repeat exercise in different groups, with different locations but the same characters. Introduce props as appropriate.



Show scenes. Stop the scenes occasionally and put one of the characters ‘on-the-spot’ with a question.



Evaluation – 

Was it difficult staying in role? 

Do you think your character was believable? 

Could you walk into a pub or a shop in role and fool people? 

If not why not?





�

Introduce activity.









Explaining the activity











Random character distribution.





Detailed character work.





Translating the intention into physical action.







Negotiating and then sustaining the role.







Quick thinking in role. Putting skills into practice in a performance context.





Reinforcement – same chr in a different context. Extra variable of a prop to work into the story.





Quick thinking in role. Putting skills into practice in a performance context.





Reflect on skills practiced, and consider relevance to ongoing group impro work.�

Sitting in circle









Sitting in circle











One at a time, teacher keeps hold of hat.



Circulate 





Comment on work and point out good examples – encourage speculation!





20 minutes to prepare this









When the audience get the hang of it, they can put hands up and ask their question when the action stops.



20 mins to prepare again









Audience should be more forthcoming with questions this time.





Sitting in circle















Note: character names below were just me having a bit of fun – you may need to change these for more anonymous names if the kids would be likely to know who these people really were / are !!!

��List of Characters





Anthony Asquith



Age 44

�Alain Delon

(French)

Age 50

��Michele Bartoli

(Italian)

Age 29

�Jeff Hoon



Age 48��Paul Morris



Age 12

�Albert Speer

(German)

Age 35��Stanley Kowalski

(Polish American)

Age 27

�Lord Cuthbert Cadogan



Age 56��Ryan O’Neill



Age 7

�Jasper Sleat



Age 34��Willard White

(Jamaican)

Age 60

�George Laing



Age 20

��Juan d’Oliviera

(Brazilian)

Age 23

�Billy Budd



Age 13

��Dougal McCleod

(Scottish)

Age 74

�Saddiq Ali

(Tunisian)

Age 19��Nicholas Roeg



Age 62

�Prof. Timothy Leary

(American)

Age 40�����List of Locations:





The Business Class compartment of a 747 to New York



The Ticket Queue for a ‘Secret’ Madonna Gig in London



A Remand Cell at Paddington Police Station



In the BBC Hospitality Suite where guests wait before being interviewed on Newsnight



A Dentist’s waiting room



The checkout queue at Sainsbury’s in the run up to Xmas



In the stands at Charlton FC



Ouside the Headteacher’s office



On a beach in the Caribbean



�CHARACTER DETAILS Summary Sheet			Actor’s name:



Charcter’s Name:



Age:



Place of birth, including country:



Occupation:



Where do you live?



How long have you lived there?



What kind of house?



Who else lives there?









What clothes are you wearing today?





Do you own a car? What kind?





Have you ever been admitted to hospital? What for, and when?





What is the name of your best friend?



What do they do, and how did you meet them?







What kind of music do you like?





What was your best ever holiday?





How did you vote in the last General Election?





What are your hobbies / what do you do with your personal time?









Anything else you would like to say about yourself:
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