Alone, awesome, complete within Herself, Gaia, before the beginning of all things. And as She looked into the curved mirror of black space, She saw by her own light her radiant reflection, and fell in love with it. She drew it forth by the power that was in Her and made love to Herself, and called Her "Miria, the Wonderful".


Their ecstasy burst forth in the single song of all that is, was, or ever shall be, and with the song came motion, waves that poured outward and became all the spheres and circles of the worlds. That Gaia became filled with love, swollen with love, and She gave birth to a rain of bright spirits that filled the worlds and became all beings.


All began in love; all seeks to return to love. Love is the law, the teacher of wisdom, and the great revealer of mysteries.


We have come there today to witness the union of Lorne and Xander and Tangi. The rite that celebrates their love and commitment is the ancient Celtic ritual of handfasting.


�Please hold each other's hands, palms up, where you may see the gift that they are to you.


These are the hands that are smooth, young, and carefree, that are holding yours on your special day, as you pledges your love and commitment to each other all the days of your lives.





These are the hands that will hold each child in tender love, soothing them through illness and hurts, supporting and encouraging them along the way, and knowing when it's time to let go.





These are the hands that will massage tension from your neck and back in the evenings, after you've all had a long hard day.





These are the hands that will hold you tight as you struggle through difficult times. They are the hands that will comfort you when you are sick or console you when you are grieving


.


These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness.





These are the hands that will hold you in joy and excitement and hope.





These are the hands that will give you support as you encourage each other to chase down your dreams. Together, everything you wish for can be realized.


�Lovely Gaia, bless the hands that you see before you this day. May they always be held by one another. Give them the strength to hold on during the storms of stress and the dark of disillusionment. Keep them tender and gentle as they nurture each other in their love


. 


Help these hands to continue building a relationship founded in your grace, rich in caring, and devoted to reaching for your perfection. May Lorne and Xander and Tangi see their six hands as healer, protector, shelter, and guide.





Lorne: The vows we've made are invisible; the love we feel is invisible, too.��Tangi: Our Partnership is a joining of three spirits, a merging of our innermost souls.��Lorne: Tangi and Xander and I desire to have a visible, material sign of these inward and spiritual ties. We've chosen rings as the symbols we wish to wear.��Xander: When we give and receive these rings, we signify the giving and receiving of love


Tangi places the ring on Lorne's finger��Lorne: Each day, as I wear this ring, I will renew the vows I've made.


Lorne places the ring on Xander's finger


�Xander: Each day, as I wear this ring, I will renew the vows I've made. 


Xander places the ring on Tangi's finger


Tangi: Each day as I wear this ring, I will renew the vows I've made.


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


�The rose is a symbol of love and a single rose always meant only one thing - it meant the words "I love you." So it is appropriate that for your first gift - life partner's - that gift would be a single rose.


Please exchange your first gift as Life partner's. In some ways it seems like you have not done anything at all. Just a moment ago you were holding two small roses - and now you are holding two small roses. In some ways, a marriage ceremony is like this. In some ways, tomorrow is going to seem no different than yesterday. But in fact today, just now, you three have given and received one of the most valuable and precious gifts of life - one I hope you always remember - the gift of true and abiding love.


Lorne, Xander and Tangi, I would ask that where ever you make your home in the future - whether it be a large and elegant home - or a small and graceful one - that you all pick one very special location for roses; so that on each anniversary of this truly wonderful occasion you three may take a rose to that spot both as a recommitment to your Partnership - and a recommitment that THIS will be a partnership based upon love. 


In every partnership there are times where it is difficult to find the right words. It is easiest to hurt who we most love. It is easiest to be most hurt by who we most love. It might be difficult sometimes to find the words to say "I am sorry" or "I forgive you"; "I need you" or "I am hurting". If this should happen, if you simply can not find these words, leave a rose at that spot which the three of you have selected - for that rose than says what matters most of all and should overpower all other things and all other words.


That rose says the words: "I still love you." The others should accept this rose for the words which can not be found, and remember the love and hope that you all share today.


Lorne, Xander and Tangi, if there is anything you remember of this ceremony, it is that it was love that brought you here today, it is only love which can make it a glorious union, and it is by love which your partnership shall endure.





��





