A Freemason’s Reflections on Elections
By Mark Williams
In the quiet aftermath of yesterday’s apparent record voter turnout, I find some interesting points to ponder.  Understand at the outset that I am a Freemason and that I consider it one of the finest organizations I am aware of in the world today.  While there have been occasional ‘troubles’ within the fraternity, it still, as its sole purpose, attempts to hold forth the highest human ideals without being a religion.  While many of its detractors claim it to be one, it most definitely is not.  There is no salvation offered, nor sacraments in which to partake.  Every Mason is encouraged to look to his own personal spirituality as he sees fit.  The Quran is as welcome on the Masonic altar as the Christian Bible or the Torah.  While the rituals are steeped in myth that predates Christ, the allegories and symbolism are intended only to impress on the initiate those virtues that allow men to work together harmoniously, irrespective of their personal spiritual viewpoints.  It bridges gaps that no religion seems able to.  It makes friends and brothers of those who might never, otherwise, find a reason to meet.
In the 18th century, Freemasonry became a quiet force to be reckoned with, the United Grand Lodge of England formally constituting in 1717, the fraternity’s roots going back into obscurity.  Subsequently, the rolls of the fraternity would come to include such notables as George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Paul Revere and many other Founding Fathers of the future United States of America.  An interesting point about these English colonist Freemasons is that the majority of them were Christian landowners and professionals, educated men mostly, who had a deep understanding of the meaning of liberty as defined by their Christian Bible.  While they were somewhat elitist themselves, I believe that, due to their involvement in Freemasonry, these men also came to the understanding that neither their religion nor their social standing were the seat from which government should spring, but that the collective will and ultimate enlightenment of the people needed to be addressed as primary.

Meanwhile, in England and elsewhere in the world, royals (some of them Freemasons, as well) still claimed their high stations as appointments by the will of God, through their respective families, believing that lineage was the only measure of worth and the key to privilege and power.  With a sense that this view was in opposition to their own ideals, the colonist Freemasons, with others of like mind, determined to make a change and break away from the tyranny of the royals.  The commonly dispensed histories don’t completely reflect the depth of the involvement of Freemasons in planning and waging the Revolutionary War nor in the establishment of the most progressive and free nation on the planet.  Neither are the fictions that attempt to paint a picture of Freemasonry all that accurate in their portrayals.  Be that as it may, the end result still emerged – a very special nation where freedom to think, say and do was considered sacred – a right granted by the Creator to all men.

Our nation’s history, since, is filled with the struggle to extend liberty and freedom to a greater and greater portion of humanity.  We even fought a Civil War over the right of one group of humans to be defined as such.  Women have struggled for and have achieved some sense of equality here.  While we may still have issues concerning equality, personal and civil rights to resolve, as a society we still enjoy the greatest degree of personal freedom that exists in the world today except, perhaps, for small pockets of indigenous societies like the Aboriginal people of Australia whose natural enlightenment is to be envied.
The elections just past are evidence that the Founding Fathers vision was sound, but threats to their original vision have begun to take shape.  There is an apparent abuse of freedom at play in the world today.  Some of those hard-won liberties are being eroded by the fear mongers who have specific agendas.  Careful watch must be placed over how far this erosion is allowed to go.  This nation has rarely been so sharply divided in its thinking as it is at this time.  Fear is being used as a tool to convince people to give up some of those freedoms which our Founding Fathers fought, suffered and died for.  While I agree that the teachings of Christ are entirely beneficial to mankind, I can’t say the same of some of the interpretations being taught in today’s mainstream Christian churches, which seem, in part, to support judgmentalism and a fear mentality which, in turn, plays into the hands of those who seek more control.  By engaging those two very non-Christian traits, the insidious stripping of liberty is being perpetrated on a population made more pliable by the introduction of terrorism on the home front.  War has come to us once again.  The enemy harder to find, the cost to the nation and the profit to those who provide the tools much greater.
Neither the legislation of morality, nor the preferring of one religious agenda over another was intended by the Founding Fathers aside from that overriding belief in the love of a divine Creator and what that belief brings forth in each individual.  This is evident in the strict wording in the Constitution that alludes to the separation of church and state.  The intent was not to separate belief in God from government, but to keep religious fervor or a religious hierarchy from taking the lead.  There is a force at work that undermines what the Founding Fathers saw as sacred.  It has to do with wealth and power and how to consolidate them, and it ignores party lines.  The various ways that these forces manifest are fairly easy to pick out.  They have to do with increasing fear and judgment over love, acceptance and forgiveness.  Wolves have taken up sheep’s clothing once again and are among us, trying to convince us of their benevolence while quietly gorging themselves on the product of our lives.
Today, we see royalty revealing itself anew.  It isn’t that they haven’t always been there… they’re just being bolder with their ‘elitist’ point of view.  Many of the extremely wealthy, as they have always done, continue to view themselves as ‘better’ than the rest of humanity, and thereby more deserving of the finest of all that human endeavor can produce.  The cost of their entertainment alone could finance most ‘third world’ countries.  The fact that so few control so much wealth is, to this writer, anathema to the unfoldment of an enlightened world.  The problem isn’t so much their wealth, but that they believe in and convince the masses of their alleged higher, ‘special’ stature.  They will claim that they provide work for the masses and to a large extent this is true, but we are still being sold the ridiculous notion that we are inferior creatures.  The message being sent is that, unless we clothe ourselves properly, wear the right hair color, scent, and shoes, and have proportions worthy of a Michelangelo sculpture or a Mattel ‘Barbie’ doll, we are less worthy of acceptance from our peers, much less from the ‘royals’.  The exploits and antics of certain performers, sports figures, and other celebrities are sold to the masses as ‘important events’, while oppression around the globe is allowed to continue mostly unabated.  One response to this situation too commonly held among the masses:  “Those situations are so sad, but there’s nothing I can do… besides, Ben Affleck is dating someone new, and Marilyn Monroe has been found alive after all these years!  I saw her picture on the cover of the latest tabloid!  And the Red Sox won the series!!!  Isn’t that amazing?!”  Priorities have been upended in favor of fluff over substance, pablum over responsibility and participation.
Do you see a pattern here?  We are being dealt with, and sadly are acting like so many wool-bearing creatures of dubious intelligence.  Jesus alluded to this in his depiction of us as sheep, not only for the innocence of the creature, but its gullibility.  He admonished Peter, as one of the first teachers of the Gospel (‘good news’), to tend the flock – to help them perceive truth.  It’s time we collectively picked up our heads from our grazing for a moment and looked around.  The real wolves have been feeding on us for a long, long time through pulpits, government, corporate giants, and the mass media.  Wouldn’t it be a good idea to take a closer look at who the real predators are?  Corporations and organized religions have been molding us and manipulating us since we were born.  The programming runs very deep within every one of us and needs to be evaluated in the light of what we want our world to become.  Wouldn’t it be smarter and more spiritually productive to expand our knowledge of our true nature and make up our own minds about what promotes individual as well as collective growth, rather than swallowing some dogma or other that dictates a small-minded, judgmental morality?

Christ and others have told us that judgment is to be avoided.  How can we cling to so much of what He taught and ignore that incredibly important utterance?  Judging each other leads to so much negativity that it literally creates walls in the path of our enlightenment.  These walls need to be dismantled like the one in Berlin, not strengthened.  We need to find the best in each other and promote that, rather than looking for the weakness and exploiting it.  We need to recognize that gains from the latter method are fleeting and of no meaning in the spiritual realm except as karmic chips that must, at some point, be redeemed.  Love and forgiveness are the higher path that we are called to.  While it isn’t necessarily easier, the results are beyond our ability to measure.
Take an example from one of the same holy works that those Freemason forefathers read and trusted:  The apostle Paul wrote in his letter to the Philippians, “…whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things.”  While this may seem to play into a necessity to weigh and judge, it is actually more an attempt to focus our thoughts on a loving attitude – on the harmonious rather than the divisive – on what Dr. Norman Vincent Peale would call ‘positive thinking’.  This same message continues to us even today through many channeled communications from the higher planes as well as from current spiritual masters and teachers alive among us.  We need to concentrate on the light in order to manifest it more fully.  Though we face many challenges together, we know that we’re headed toward the goal of greater light, understanding, and harmony.  
Stay the course on the higher path, my friends.  Whether or not your vote brought about the outcome you felt was right, the energy of attempting to make the best choice is still generating positive change.  Continue to practice random acts of kindness.  Treat each encounter as holy.  Hold the attitude of ‘Namasté’ in your heart.  Think, meditate and pray knowing that every thought and intention is creative.
In parting, I’ll share a portion of the ritual that is spoken at the end of a Masonic meeting.  I think it explains the purpose and intent of the fraternity better than any other bit of writing available.  This following is quoted from the Washington Monitor and Freemasons Guide, published by the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Washington (Revised 1983):

“Brethren, we are now about to depart this sacred retreat of friendship and virtue, to mingle again with the outer world.  Amid its concerns and employments, forget not the duties which you have heard so frequently inculcated, and so forcefully recommended in this Lodge.  Be diligent, prudent, temperate, discreet.  Remember that, at this altar, you have promised to befriend and relieve every Brother who shall need your assistance.  You have been enjoined to remind a Brother in the most friendly manner of his fault, to endeavor to aid his reformation, and to defend his character.  These generous principles extend further, for every human being has a claim upon your kind offices.  Do good unto all.  Finally, my Brethren, be ye all of one mind; live in peace; and may the God of Love and Peace delight to dwell with you and bless you.
“And now may the blessing of Heaven rest upon us and all regular Masons.  May brotherly love prevail, and every moral and social virtue cement us.  Amen!”

So mote it be.
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