The following letter was sent to Congressman Brian Baird, Senator Maria Cantwell, and Senator Patty Murray of Washington State.  It is hoped that every one of you will cry out in anger to your own senators and representatives.  It’s time to stop behaving as though nothing can be done!  For God’s sake, let’s do something together to make things better.

Senator Murray,

This has got to stop!!!!  After spending much of the last two days reading investigative journalist reports on corporate malfeasance, accounting voodoo and deregulation collusion in the power industry that includes 4 past Presidents, I'm not shocked rather further angered by the news put out this morning by AOL that the Fannie Mae organization is actually paying the crooks responsible for the accounting scandal there a handsome severance package!  What the hell has happened to this country?  These men would be in the stocks in the public square, if there were any real justice left.  Following that, their fortunes would be stripped from them and they would spend the rest of their miserable lives in a dark hole somewhere.  Instead, they're going to live fat and happy off of the proceeds of their criminal activity at the expense of the shareholders.  They'll probably go on to build even bigger dynasties instead of rotting in prison, as they well should.

Senator, I submit that it's time to get out from under the steamroller being driven by the super elite.  It's time to call a spade a spade and stop giving criminals rewards.  It's time to take on the corporate giants and their political marionettes, once and for all.  These crooks need to be called to justice, not allowed to walk away with the cash as they are apparently being allowed to do.

There have been some ugly precedents set, of late.  Deregulation has not been the boon to the public it was touted to be.  It has been just the opposite, a huge windfall for the corporate giants.  Collusion and price fixing have become the norm and the American public, particularly the middle and lower classes, are taking it in the shorts.  Our buying power has been steadily shrinking for decades, and the shrinkage only seems to accelerate as time goes on.  We're being systematically redirected to bet all of our hopes (and all of our cash) on the stock market.  The banks refuse to pay reasonable interest for the privilege of using our money, while charging exorbitant rates when we take a loan or credit card from them.  The disparity in rates has grown significantly over the years.  We're being left with no viable alternative but to bet our retirement on the stock market.  This is ludicrous beyond belief!  Personally, I don't trust the corporate giants to play fair there, either.  There used to be at least some marginal protections against the ability of large corporations to establish monopolies, engage in price fixing, and collectively vacuum the pockets of the masses.  Our legislative bodies have seen fit to remove those protections and have turned the dogs loose upon us.  While those who populate the halls of power are living comfortable, even opulent lifestyles; the rest of the nation is sliding backwards at increasing speed into serfdom.

Ms. Murray, I want you to come to the fore against the continuation of these trends.  Gather your intestinal fortitude and stand up for your constituents... ALL OF THEM... NOT JUST THE RICH ONES!!!  I repeat - THIS HAS GOT TO STOP!  Make some noise or, God help me, I'll see you unseated in the next election.

Mark Williams

