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This study was conducted to explore the perception of adolescent on study in relation to their future goal. The adolescent workers were not situated with a good goal and plan and thereby lack of a good perception on study to their future during the period in high school, but after experiencing in the society, they all now have a stronger perception on the importance of study to their future goal, and even half of them specifically know what to actually do with study to achieve their goal. While although the majority of current high school students perceive study as a useful tool and important to their future goals, they do not have clear direction and plan, the level that their perception on study to the fulfilment of future goal as well as the level that they understand what they specific action they need to take to achieve their plan is quite low. Finally, the undergraduate students have a much clearer perception on the importance and specificity of study to their future goals. They clearly understand continual study is a greatly useful tool to enhance them to further build up their plan. However, these results imply that problems of high school education system do exist.
Purpose
To explore the real perception of adolescent on the importance of education, as well as discovering their perception on the fulfilment of their future goals in relation to study since these could be further clarified we think. By describing the current situation, this research would intend to enable the public, in which mainly refers to the government and schools for further understanding of the actual perception of adolescent. As a result, this aims to enable the government and schools to consider for further necessary changes in the way of instilling correct perception of study to adolescent, as well as building up the right perception on the importance of study in fulfilling their future goals in their mindset. 
Sampling:
Reason of choosing adolescent worker graduated from high school, high school student, and undergraduate as interview targets:
According to the HUAXIA website, in the recent year 2006, only 60.8% of high school student continued to study in university while 20.3% of them chose to work. Therefore, we firstly consider the period in high school is a significant period that heavily affects that group of adolescent’s perception on their future goal in relation to study, and we decided to understand their perception which would be significant for the government and schools make necessary change. With the reasonable age for high school student is normally between 15 to18, we have firstly decided to interview these ages of high school students. Whereas, to secondly recognize the differences between the perceptions of the group of adolescent who are continuing study and another group of them who have chosen to work on study to their future goals, to demonstrate the differences of these two models to the government and schools in order to enable them to further understand how to help the high school student approach towards the correct model. With the reasonable ages for these two groups of adolescent would be 18-24, we also decided to interview these ages of the two groups of adolescents – 1) Adolescent workers subsequent to the graduation in high school; 2) Undergraduates. In addition, we have designed three sets of interview questions to approach differently significant data for our data analysis. However, we have conducted 12 interviews for the research.
Sampling Method:
Probability sampling strategy – we attempt to avoid non-independent sampling and involving “equal chance” and “independent” components in our random sampling method. Since friends share similar values, we avoid recruiting our friends and people who are known with each other to be in the study, but rather through the use of cluster sampling method to select each person for the study separately in order to make us confident that the sample has a reasonable chance of representing the whole population of interest possible.
Cluster Sampling:
We approach this method by randomly selecting the schools, universities and occupation sections, in order to enable us to have a greater probability of capturing a representative sample of the population.

Why choosing interview:
1) Interviews are particularly useful for getting the story behind a participant’s experiences. The interviewer can pursue in-depth information around the topic. (McNamara, 1999). With our purpose of exploring and attempting to deeply understand the point of views and in-depth information of adolescent, as well as further unfolding the meaning of their knowledge, opinions, beliefs and experiences. Interview would thereby be an appropriate method to conduct this research.

2) According to Patton, an interview is selected when interpersonal contact is important, when opportunities for follow-up of interesting comments are desired, when the topic is complex and requires explanation and interaction, or when cultural, educational, or language barriers are present. The use of interviews as a data collection method assumes that the participants´ perceptions are meaningful and knowable. Since the adolescent’s perception is meaningful and knowable in relation to my topic, through the use of interview, it would enable us research to better explore and understand their perception.

Data Collection Process:

Firstly, we decided to conduct semi-structured interview with predetermined questions, in order to be free to ask for further clarification of greater extent of respondent’s perception rather than structurally following only the preset questions, which may not well enable us to further explore their perception. Secondly, we chose potential interviewees from the large population through the sampling method of cluster, which would have enabled us to interview for a number of people’s perception rather than relying on one person. Thirdly, we would negotiate with the interviewee about his/her preference of the place to conduct the interview in order to respect their wishes. Afterwards, we would ask the interviewee to fill in a consent form before starting an interview as well as acknowledging him/her how long the interview will likely last. Fourthly, creating Rapport – since we interviewer can affect the validity and reliability of the answers in an interview; we have attempted to create a friendly atmosphere to gain the respondent’s trust and achieves a good communication by adding in equality within the interview, which means the interviewee always has the right to ask researcher questions, in order to initiate intimacy with the respondent. Fifthly, we would write down the main points from the interviewee’s answer during the interview. As soon as the interview was finished, we would check whether our notes were legible, and then write out full notes, which would also include our own reflections about the interview as soon as possible, in case of the lose of memory and thereby losing significant points. Moreover, we kept bearing data analysis in mind and meanwhile writing a draft report as collecting data. Once we discover problems and difficulties during the data collection process, we will have a meeting to discuss what problems to address and how to solve them properly together.

However, during the research process, we faced several 

Limitations of the research:

1) We only randomly picked four people in each area of our study target and totally conducted 12 interviews which would definitely not be representative enough for the whole population because of “Time constraint”, which was a significant factor that limited the number of interviews that we were able to conduct.

2) Even though we interviewers have tried to establish comfortable atmosphere as far as we can, still some interviewees were not comforted to answer your question in the way we want (E.g. providing answer in short and not exactly telling the truth about their perception.). This is what we can not fully control.
3) As we were only able to find out sources useful for just small area of the subject, while we were completely not able to find out any literature reviews, relevant research, journal and article for reference. Therefore, the interview question may not be well-designed enough in the way to explore adolescent perception.
Reliability and Validity:

To enhance reliability in qualitative research, it is recommended that researchers spend sufficient time with the study's participants to check for discrepancies in responses (i.e. prolonged engagement and persistent observation); verify the accuracy of participants' responses (i.e. member checking – researchers may go back to the informants to see if the analysis/interpretation makes sense to them and reflects their experiences); and explore each participant's responses meticulously. While to maximize validity in qualitative research, it is recommended that participants' responses are accurately reported and represented (Lincoln & Guba, 1985). This could be achieved through the solid data interpretation – to be self-responsible for showing that we did not "invent" our interpretations. Furthermore, as Rubin &Rubin (1995) mentioned, there are several more methods to approach it.
More methods that we used for maximizing 
Reliability:

1) Multiple interviewers – we conduct each interview with the participation of more than one interviewer, and each interviewer produces a hand-record and interpretation and subsequently compares to see whether the data produced by different interviewers are consistent.
Validity:

1) Employing an auditor – every time conducting a interview, we employ a person to take part in the interview process to verify the steps we go through in arriving at our data analysis/interpretation; also verifying the logic of our chronology of the research process to see if we are able to outline the steps.
2) Maintaining a journal to enhance self-reflection – 1) we always keep data analysis in mind and generate possible questions for further study – indicating what areas have not been answered yet. 2) We also keep track of our own ideas, responses, “biases” in order to try as best as we can to separate our responses from the responses of the participants. 3) Acknowledging our own biases by keeping locating ourselves in the data and continue to be self-reflective.

Ethical issues – Considering “confidentiality” and “anonymity”:

Before starting the interview, we firstly ask for the participant’s permission. Afterwards, participant would be provided with information about the study ahead of time, and we would then pledge to the interviewee that his/her information will definitely be kept confidential at all time through letting him/her read and sign the consent form. Information in the form is indicated clearly and honestly, and also detailing the demands that will be placed on participant, which including the topics to be covered in an interview, the time it will take, and who will also have access to the record of the interview. We also ensure that the transcripts must be stored in a safe place. Besides, if necessary, we would explain the research again and ensure to allow participant to ask questions and give him/her the opportunity to stop or end the interview at any point.
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Participant’s Agreement:
1. I agree to be interviewed for the purposes of the research named above.

2. The purpose and nature of the interview has been explained to me. I understand and agree to take
part.

3. I understand that I can withdraw from the study at any point and this will not affect my status
now or in the future.

4. I agree that the interview may be handwriting recorded.

5.1 am acknowledged the researchers who are engaged in this resear:h.

6. I understand the recorded data will be stored and accessed only for those researchers as
mentioned.

7. Any questions that I asked about the purpose and nature of the interview has been answered to
my satisfaction.

8. Choose a) or b):

a) I agree that my name may be used for the purposes of the report only and not for publication.

OR

¢) I do not wish my name to be used or cited, or my identity otherwise disclosed, in the report.

Name of interviewee
Signature of interviewee
Date
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Interviewer:

I have explained the project and the implications of being interviewed to the interviewee and I
believe that the consent is informed and that he/she understands the implications of participation.
Name of interviewer

Signature of interviewer

Date




Founding
Adolescent workers
Generally speaking, they were not situated with a good goal and plan and thereby lack of a good perception on study to their future during the period in high school (When speaking about their perception on study, the majority of them shown hesitancies), even though some of them might have a future goal and known that study would be the most important tool, they do not have a clear direction of what they specifically need to do to achieve their goal; one of them even lost the interest in study during high school (When speaking about their goal and direction, the majority of them shown uncertainties), while only one of them did have a goal and clearly know study is the only way to get to her goal, but family economic condition refused to let her continue study. After experiencing in the society, they all now have a stronger perception on the importance of study to their future goal, and even half of them specifically know what to actually do with study to achieve their goal. (They all shown confident and certainties about the importance of study to their future goal, which may imply their perception on the importance of study may have changed after experiencing surviving in society.)
Person1: 

-  Tough perception on study, standard perception on educational level.
-  During the period in high school - Well perception on study to future goal, poor perception on action. He was forced to drop study as well as his original goal because he could not manage to get into university.
-  After the experience in society - Stronger perception on the importance of study to future goal 
Person 2:
-  Good perception on study, good perception on educational level.
-  During the period in high school - No future plan and goal, poor impression on high school. He found more and more “boring” in high school, his interest of study kept losing along the way in high school.
-  After the experience in society - Stronger perception on the importance and specificity of study to future goal.
Person 3:

-  Good perception on study, good perception on educational level

-  During the period in high school - Well perception on study to future goal, poor condition of family and thus poor action. Because of the economic condition of family, which refused to provide tuition fee for her further study, she was forced to drop study and work as a seller.
-  After the experience in society – Much stronger perception on the importance and specificity of study to future goal.
Person 4:

-  Tough perception on study, standard perception on educational level.
-  During the period in high school - Weak perception on study to future goal, poor perception on action. He had a goal of being a physical education teacher, but he only knew graduate from university would be the most important step toward his goal and without preparing himself well for entering university.
-  After the experience in society - Stronger perception on the importance of study to future goal.
High School Student:
Basically speaking, this group of adolescent’s perceptions on study are just at the fair level, and so are their perceptions on educational level. Although the majority of them perceive study as a useful tool and important to their future goals, they do not have clear direction and plan (when speaking about the clearness of their goal and plan, they shown “Lost”), while only one of them has good perception on study and has clear plan and goal. Whereas, the level that their perception on study to the fulfilment of future goal as well as the level that they understand what specific action they need to take to achieve their plan is quite low (when speaking about the clearness of the specificity of action, the majority of them once again shown “Lost” on answering the question), while again only that one person of them has a considerably good perception on study to the fulfilment of future goal, and specifically knows how to do to fulfil his goal.
Person 5:

-  Fair perception on study, fair perception on educational level
-  Although perceiving study as something important, but with no clear direction, no plan. What he knows is that he has to keep studying more and more, working hard, and keep improving his knowledge to get a good job in the future. 
-  Poor perception on study to the fulfilment of future goal, poor action. He said he will choose university with least requirement on admission exams and so he does not have to prepare much for entering university.
Person 6:
-  Fair perception on study, fair perception on educational level
-  Although perceiving study as something important, no specific goal and plan. His plan is to enter university and then find a good job in the future, a good job which he will consider what specifically the job will be during the period in university.
-  Fair perception on the study to the fulfilment of future goal, fair action. He said he hopes he can continue to study in university. He said that he will prepare as much as he can by revising exam papers from previous years’ universities’ admission exam.
Person 7:
-  Poor perception on study, fair perception on educational level
-  Although perceiving study a useful tool, but with no clear direction, no plan. He said he does not have a clear plan now but “later” (during university), and if he wants to achieve any new plan, he can just study more because he thinks study must help to enhance his plan in the future.
-  Poor perception on the importance of study to the fulfilment of future goal, poor action. He said he will “try” to enter university by preparing for the admission exams.
Person 8:
-  Fair perception on study, fair perception on educational level
-  Perceiving study as something important and with clear direction to his plan. He has been reading books about interior design and he is preparing to enter a university that has the relevant major.
-  Good perception on study to the fulfilment of future goal, good action. he has already been looking for learning materials for the admission exam since last year. He said he must make it through because higher level of study is the only thing that would help him fulfil his goal.
Undergraduate
Overall, this group of undergraduate student all have good perception on study as well as educational level. The concept of the future plan that undergraduates provide are very different from the other 2 groups of adolescent, undergraduate have a much clearer perception on the importance and specificity of study to their future goals. They clearly understand continual study is a greatly useful tool to enhance them to further build up their plan. In addition, when they spoke about their future plan and goal, the speed of speaking off their perception from their thought are naturally fast, which may imply that they “Really” have those perceptions in their mind and those perceptions are “Clear” in their mind.
Person 9
-  Good perception on study, good perception on educational level. Study enables him to learn more about his interest, and lastly enhancing his ability to be strong standing in the society. He said educational level will be an important factor in the way how people look at you and help to broaden useful and helpful interpersonal relationship in the future.
-  Strong perception on the importance of study to future goal, clear future goal and plan. He said he will quickly look for job related to his study after graduates in order to accumulate money for fulfilling his goal (corporate business). He said study is the most straight tool and way that enable him to approach his goal in the fastest way.
Person 10
-  Good perception on study, fair perception on educational level. He thinks study is the only method to fulfil his goal. Everyone who wants to survive in the society must have specialized skill and technique, in which study can help to obtain.
-  Strong perception on the importance of study to future goal, clear future goal and plan. He is planning to go aboard to further study about psychology; he will firstly finish the course here with as high GPA as possible, and at the same time he is preparing for the general exam for entering a university to be a master in England
Person 11
-  Strong perception on study, good perception on educational level. He said he can learn much more practical knowledge in communication skills and specialized skills. Also since his goal is to be an actuary, he must be further specialized in his current maths study, in order to step forward to his goal. Besides, educational level will enable him to have better thought and logics, as well as differ the way of interpreting things in the world, which would be extremely significant to “stand out of crowd”.
· Strong perception on the importance of study to future goal, clear future goal and plan. His goal is becoming an actuary; he would firstly gain as much fundamental knowledge of being actuary as he can by studying his current major. At the same time, he has been looking for courses such as economy and finance course. He said he can not think of anything other than study to help him fulfil his goal.
Person 12

· Good perception on study, good perception on educational level. He said his interest = goal must be fulfilled by study. Educational level has strong effect on future salary, standard of living, lifestyle, and enabling his life to be more significant.
-  Good perception on the importance of study to future goal, clear future goal and plan. He said his current education is the basic but important element in his plan to promote psychology. He thinks study is a significant factor that helps to carry his interest to get closer to his future goal.
Conclusion
The aim of our study:
We aim to explore the real perception of adolescent on the importance of education to their future goals, and hence enable mainly the government and schools for further understanding of the actual perception of adolescent, in order to consider for further necessary changes in the way of instilling correct perception of study to adolescent, as well as building up the right perception on the importance of study in fulfilling their future goals in their mindset.
According to the result of our finding from a certain numbers of interviews, it seems that the majority of high school students are not able to clearly and specifically “link” and “use” study to achieve their future goals; it might be explained that it has resulted in the occurrence of the adolescent workers, which is facing the consequence of working rather than continuing study because of no goal and plan “well” situated with “sufficiently good” perception on study to future goal during the period in high school. However, there is an unfortunate case that a girl was forced to drop study because of poor economic condition even though she really has a good perception on study and strong specificity of knowing what to do with study to her future goal. On the other hand, there are a group of adolescent who can simply be the model for nowadays high school adolescent have well managed to continue study with “sufficiently good” perception on study to their future goal; they all have rational thinking of their plan as well as clear conception of how to shape up and develop their plan through study. 
Recommendation:

The high schools can carry out some changes in their education system through firstly, to initiate and develop their interest in study by finding a better way of engaging students in the learning process, and this could be done through the implementation of active learning. As stated by Kathleen. M, Students are involved in more than listening, less emphasis is placed on transmitting information and more on developing students' skills, students are involved in higher-order thinking (analysis, synthesis, evaluation), students are engaged in activities (e.g., reading discussing, writing), and greater emphasis is placed on students' exploration of their own attitudes and values. However, this can be significant for the initial step on enhancing the positive perception on study in “developing” adolescent’s mind. Secondly, to earlier building up an image of the importance of study in relation to future goal in their mindset can be also significant. Helping them situate their goal and instil them the perception on the essentiality of study for the fulfilment of their future goals, through directing them to practically “link” and “use” study as a tool in the process of stepping towards their goals. On the other hand, Recalling to the case that a girl was forced to drop study due to poor economic condition even though she really had a good perception on study and strong specificity of knowing what to do with study to her future goal. The government’s action would be to “further” support the adolescent with poor economic condition by increasing the welfare programs for education, most importantly improving the student aid fund by possibly letting them demand for a specific number of the fund.
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Appendix 1

Interview questions
High school students:
1. What is your educational level?
(To see whether it is an appropriate person to interview)
2. What is your reason to study? What are the advantages? Do you think your educational level will affect your life? In what way and why? 
(To enable us “interviewer” have a basic concept of why they study, as well as primarily know their basic perception on study)
3. Do you have a clear plan for your future? Do you have a future goal?

- Do you clearly know what and how you need to do to achieve this? (If he did not mention study, ask whether he would take study into account?)

- Do you think educational level would affect your plan and goal? How?
(To acknowledge whether they have a clear plan and what their future goal is, in order to firstly find out whether they perceive “study” as a factor that would help them enhance their plans and meet their goals, and if it is yes, secondly to measure how specific they understand what to actually do with study to achieve their future goal)

4. Would you continue to study after graduate? Do you clearly know what you need to do to achieve to get to a higher educational level?

(To measure the level of importance of study to fulfil their future goals in their perception)
Adolescent workers:
1. What is your educational level?
(To see whether it is an appropriate person to interview)
2. What was your reason to study? What were the advantages? Do you think your educational level will affect your life? In what way and why? 
(To enable us “interviewer” have a basic concept of why they study, as well as primarily know their basic perception on study)
3. Did you have a clear plan for your future before you graduated? Did you have a future goal before you graduated?

- Did you clearly know what and how you need to do to achieve that?
- Now you are not studying anymore, would there be a difference between your plan and goal when you were in high school and now? What is (are) the difference(s)? Why?
(To firstly acknowledge whether they had a clear plan and what their future goal was when they were in high school, and secondly recognize the differences between the past goal and current goal, in order to find out the differences that they perceive “study” in relation to their future goal between the past and present, as well as the difference of the specificity that they understand what to do with study to achieve their future goal)

Undergraduate:
1. What is your educational level?
(To see whether it is an appropriate person to interview)
2. What is your reason to continue study after high school education? What are the advantages? Do you think your educational level will affect your life? In what way and why? 
(To enable us “interviewer” have a basic concept of why they continue study, as well as primarily know their basic perception on study)
3. Do you have a clear plan for your future? Do you have a future goal?

- Do you clearly know what and how you need to do to achieve that? (If he did not mention study, ask whether he would take study into account?)

- Do you think educational level would affect your plan and goal? How?
(To acknowledge whether they have a clear plan and what their future goal is, in order to firstly find out whether they perceive “study” as a factor that would help them enhance their plans and meet their goals, and if it is yes, secondly to measure how specific they understand what to actually do with study to achieve their future goal)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Appendix 2
Transcript:

Adolescent worker
Person 1
· The reason he studied was because it was what all the people surrounding him were doing, and so he studied. He did not have positive interest in study. He thinks the more you study, the higher chance that you would get promoted to higher position, and hence higher salaries.

(Tough perception on study, standard perception on educational level)
· He had a goal of being a male nurse at the final year of studying in high school, and he deeply understood “study” would be the most important factor which can lead him the chance of achieving the goal. However, he was forced to drop study as well as his original goal because he could not manage to get into university. Thus, his original future plan and goal have also been caused to change into looking for government job.

(Well perception on study to future goal, poor perception on action)
· As he thinks further study would be very important and essential to enhance his current plan, he said he will definitely study again in the coming future, in order to further ensure to meet his future goal. Also, he now starts to realize more about the importance of study, he realizes that study would bring him into the competitive society with the fundamentally basic level of abilities and skills.

(Stronger perception on the importance of study to future goal after the experience of surviving in society)

Person 2
· The reason he studied was that he thought he could get the very fundamental and essential knowledge as well as could have the basic logical thinking built from study. He always understands the importance of educational level; he thinks it would affect the chance to get promoted to higher position, the way that people look at himself, and the ability to educate his children in the future.
(Good perception on study, good perception on educational level)
· Although no future goal and plan came into his mind during the high school period, he deeply understood the importance of study for better surviving in the society in the future – he understood the nature of society is competitive. As he found more and more “boring” in high school, his interest of study kept losing along the way in high school. As a result, he did not try to get into university but rather straight choosing to work in casino after graduated. 
(No future plan and goal, poor impression on high school)
· Now, he has a clear future plan. As he thinks it is risky to last working as a dealer, he plans to firstly change into a different working environment such as clerk and sales in order to get more experiences, and finally looking for a stable job. He mentioned that “study” would be the most considerable element for getting a stable job, so meanwhile he is also planning to look for relevant course to enhance the chance of achieving his goal.
(Strong perception on the importance and specificity of study to future goal after the experience of surviving in society)

Person 3
-  The reason she studied was that she wanted to learn more and more knowledge to be independent and repay good obligation to her parents in the future. She thinks the more knowledge she has, the higher chance that she and her family will have a good life.
(Good perception on study, good perception on educational level)
-  She said her future goal was becoming a psychologist, and she clearly knew what she needs to do to achieve her goal. She read books about psychology very often and she was intended to enter a university that has her favourite major, but because of the economic condition of family, which refused to provide tuition fee for her further study, she was forced to drop study and work as a seller. However, she is currently studying in outside psychology course.

(Well perception on study to future goal, poor condition of family and thus poor action)
· Now, she has a clear future plan, she will try her best to study in university and to be a university student by paying the tuition fee herself. She said she will try best to restudy soon. She said she must study in psychology and she has never stopped to read relevant books, and she said this is the only way that can enable her to fulfil her goal.

(Strong perception on the importance and specificity of study to future goal)

Person 4 

· The reason he studied was because he saw study as something that all the people were doing. He said the past study can help his brain load faster (i.e. keep memorizing things) and get basic knowledge, which is essential for being a human. He thinks the more you study, the higher chance you would get the job that you want.

(Tough perception on study, standard perception on educational level)
· He had a goal of being a physical education teacher during the period in high school. He knew graduate from university would be the most important step toward his goal. However, he was forced to drop study as well as his original goal because he could not manage to get into university. He said he did not have the interest in studying other things than sport. Finally, his original future plan and goal have also been caused to change into nothing.

(Weak perception on study to future goal, poor perception on action)
· Now, he is working in a hotel as a normal staff. He now realizes that study is very important for the survival in society with techniques and skills. He has regretted and decided to further study in order to enhance his current plan; he said he will definitely study again as soon as possible, in order to ensure to meet his future goal. 

(Stronger perception on the importance of study to future goal after the experience of surviving in society)

High school student

Person 5
-  His reason to study - He thinks his current study can give him knowledge of how to be at least a human. He thinks the competition in the society is growing to become harder and harder, and thereby study would be the most helpful way to enable him to get into the society in the future. He thinks that people who do not have good educational level, the probability that the boss consider to fire you first would be higher. However, He thinks educational level will not affect his whole life (With no specific reason even if we have tried to further ask why). 

   (Fair perception on study, fair perception on educational level)

-  He neither has a clear plan for his future nor a future goal. What he knows is that he has to keep studying more and more, working hard, and keep improving his knowledge to get a good job in the future. 
   (Although perceiving study as something important, but with no clear direction, no plan)

-  He will continue to study in university, He said because graduating in high school is not enough to stand in the society. He said he will choose university with least requirement on admission exams and so he does not have to prepare much for entering university. (He hesitated for about 15seconds when we asked what happens if you fail to enter any university?), and then he said perhaps he will look for job and work for a year, and then apply for university again next year.

   (Poor perception on study to the fulfilment of future goal, poor action)

Person 6

-  His reason to study – He said study can help to prepare well for himself and to devote to the society in the future. He said if you don’t have good educational level, you can’t survive in the society. So, educational level would enable him to “survive” in the “competitive” society.

   (Fair perception on study, fair perception on educational level)
-  His plan is to enter university and then find a good job in the future, a good job which he will consider what specifically the job will be during the period in university. He said although he does not like study because he found it “boring”, but as the society is increasingly getting more and more competitive, he has to hang on. He said that once he has a further plan, he will approach to get his plan more achievable by studying hard and hard. He said the more you study, the higher chance that you can achieve your goal.

(Although perceiving study as something important, no specific goal and plan)
-  He said he hopes he can continue to study in university. He said that he will prepare as much as he can by revising exam papers from previous years’ universities’ admission exam.

(Fair perception on the study to the fulfilment of future goal, fair action)
Person 7
· He said study can let him get more knowledge and “especially” enable him to make more friends. He said that educational level absolutely influence our life, if you want to apply for a good job, you need to have a good education level. He also thinks that educational level can help to meet his future goal.

   (He could only think of these when we asked whether there is anymore thing in your life that educational level will affect.)

(Poor perception on study, fair perception on educational level)
-  He said he does not have a clear plan now but “later” (during university), and if he wants to achieve any new plan, he can just study more because he thinks study must help to enhance his plan in the future.
(Although perceiving study an useful tool, but with no clear direction, no plan)
-  After graduate from high school, he will continue to study until finish in university. He said he will “try” to enter university by preparing for the admission exams. (We asked how you are going to prepare. He said ‘slowly goes’, “may be sometimes” takes a look at the previous exam papers. And no more)

(Poor perception on the importance of study to the fulfilment of future goal, poor action)
Person 8

-  He said study can enable him to learn more new things in order to earn much money in the future. He said educational level will definitely affect his life, because everyone in the society is looking at your educational level, and it at least enables him to have some skills on himself.

(Fair perception on study, fair perception on educational level)
-  He said he has already planned his future and he has a goal to be an interior designer. He has been reading books about interior design and he is preparing to enter a university that has the relevant major. He said the only way to enhance his knowledge and idea about interior design is to enter university, and this will definitely affect his whole life.

(Perceiving study as something important and with clear direction to his plan)
-  He said he must continue to study after graduate in high school; he has already been looking for learning materials for the admission exam since last year. He said he must make it through because higher level of study is the only thing that would help him fulfil his goal.
(Good perception on study to the fulfilment of future goal, good action)
Undergraduate:
Person 9
· His reason to continue study is because firstly he enjoys studying and does not want to work so early, secondly it enables him to learn more about his interest, and lastly enhancing his ability to be strong standing in the society. He said educational level will be an important factor in the way how people look at you and help to broaden useful and helpful interpersonal relationship in the future.

(Good perception on study, good perception on educational level)

· His future goal is to have a cooperate business and be one of the bosses in the business. He said he will quickly look for job related to his study after graduates in order to accumulate money for fulfilling his goal. He said study is the most straight tool and way that enable him to approach his goal in the fastest way. Although there are other ways of approaching his goal, it will be much more difficult than study.

(Strong perception on the importance of study to future goal, clear future goal and plan)

Person 10
· He continues to study because he thinks study is the only method to fulfil his goal, which is also his interest and he do intends to achieve. He knows nowadays world is “specialized”, which means everyone who wants to survive in the society must have specialized skill and technique. He said high educational level will lead him to have high salary as well as appreciation from people in society.

(Good perception on study, fair perception on educational level)

· His goal is to become a medical psychologist; he is planning to go aboard to further study in this major. He will firstly finish the course here with as high GPA as possible, and at the same time he is preparing for the general exam for entering a university to be a master in England. After he obtains the master degree, he will directly look for job related to medical psychology.

(Strong perception on the importance of study to future goal, clear future goal and plan)

Person 11
· The reason he continues study is that he wants to learn much more practical knowledge in communication skills and specialized skills. Also since his goal is to be an actuary, he must be further specialized in his current maths study, in order to step forward to his goal. He said educational level will enable him to have better thought and logics, as well as differ the way of interpreting things in the world, which would be extremely significant to “stand out of crowd”.

(Strong perception on study, good perception on educational level)

· His goal is becoming an actuary, which is difficult to achieve he said. However, he had a clear plan to approach it, to firstly gain as much fundamental knowledge of being actuary as he can by studying his current major. At the same time, he has been looking for courses such as economy and finance course, which are essential elements for an actuary to further step towards his goal. He also mentioned that he can not think of anything other than study to help him fulfil his goal.

(Strong perception on the importance of study to future goal, clear future goal and plan)

Person12

· His reason to continue study is because his interest = goal must be fulfilled by study, and he also thinks by studying more can lead to have an ideal job. He said educational level necessarily needs to be high, because it would have strong effect on future salary, standard of living, lifestyle, and enabling his life to be more significant.
(Good perception on study, good perception on educational level)

· His goal is to promote psychology to everyone in the world. He said his current education is the basic but important element in his plan; in the meanwhile, he is joining a few communities about psychology in order to learn more about what to do to promote psychology as well as enhance his interpersonal relationship for a more helpful purpose in the future. However, he thinks study is a significant factor that helps to carry his interest to get closer to his future goal.

(Good perception on the importance of study to future goal, clear future goal and plan)

� The knowledge of using the methods of “probability sampling” and “Cluster sampling” were extracted from Cengage Learning. 


� The methods of collecting data were extracted from “Research Methods for Social Science,” by R. McQueen and C. Knussen, 2002, Qualitative Research, 6.4, p.205. Copyright 2002 by Ashford Colour Press Ltd, Gosport.


� The ideas of maximizing reliability and validity are referred to the “Verification strategies for establishing reliability and validity in qualitative research” by Morse, J. M., Barrett, M., Mayan, M., Olson, K., & Spiers, J., 2002, International Journal of Qualitative Methods 1 (2), Article 2.


� We have the above ideas from the book “Social Research Methods, Fourth Editions” by D. Dooley, 2001, Qualitative Research: Participant Observation, 13, p. 255. Copyright 2001 by Prentice-Hall, Inc.





