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Religion in an age of Science
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Today, there has been an increasing trend that “Science” is comprehensively used to interpret the world in terms of natural laws, the reality. While the number of religionist has never diminished even in an age in which the world can already be broadly explained through the seemingly omnipotent science, which brings all the possible and proven truths to human being. 
To better understand the relationship of the two terms and thus being able to deeply approach the topic, let’s have them simply defined: Science is based on verifiable and testable evidence that gives us knowledge and scientific theories as stem to observe and to translate the reality. While religion is what gives us meaning, faith as the perpetually spiritual reliance, it provides human’s life with an infinite theory of life, theory of origins, justice, truth, reasons for existence, and especially the infinite trust, confidence and dependence that even the closest people (friends and family) and the best, the very convincing scientific theory may never be able to help achieve. 
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A scientific "truth" is always based on the evidence that has been constructed from theory and experiment. Scientists attempt to seek the understanding of the world as extensive as possible, to strive for an all-rounded consentaneous understanding of the world possible. In fact, those super unified theories that scientists have been trying to use to explain the world in some sense lie on the foundation of theological view of the world. Theology is the root for science to reach and obtain the most thorough and profound understanding of everything possible in our real lives. In other words, none of the scientific findings and evidences can give an entire explanation (including historic explanation) of itself, because every explanation is simply built upon certain number of unexplained assumptions that came naturally from our Creator.

Taking the example of global warming, both scientist and theist explain the phenomena by addressing it to the consequence of human behaviors but in a slightly different way. Scientist reckons that the cause of desertification is mainly contributed by deforestation for human use. While theist would believe that everything of the disaster is the consequence of human sins. For example, as stated by H. Sterling Burnett, every climate phenomena is the revealed truth of human sins (abusive use of fossil fuel) and their consequences (damage of atmosphere). Which one appears to be the best explanation? Still needs to further explore on this issue prior to the answer. According to H. Sterling Burnett, “No matter what the climate phenomenon, if it can in some way be presented as being unusual by global warming alarmists, it is argued to be ‘further evidence of global warming’, even if it contradicts earlier phenomena that were pointed to by the same people as evidence of global warming.”
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Even though scientists often establish different models but applying the same proven physics laws to give further evidence of any phenomenon, the results that they come up with ridiculously varied. One may say the polar ice sheets are likely to melt and raise the sea levels in the upcoming years, while contradictorily another is expecting the next ice age. Yet, it’s impossible that both would happen at the same time, and it simply implies that scientific explanations are opposing against one another. Even the most authoritative study of climate change, The IPCC report (Feb 2007) carried out by over 2,000 scientists from across the world, which stated that it is only 90% certain that humans are the main cause of climate change, which means there are still doubts of their “authoritative” conclusion.
At this point, science appears to be full of uncertainties of its translation of the reality, but religious belief still remains its firmness in which it seems to give a more unquestioning factual answer that the consequence of global warming is due to human sins.
Furthermore, there are always the unknown and human nature is endowed with the fear of unknown that we simply deal with it differently. This could clearly explain why people still turn to religion; some would look for science of happiness while some would just turn to religion to relieve the fear. However, when science is still not intellectually sufficient to give 100% truth and confidence to human being, religion will never die and there will always be theists exploring the true beauty in the world. 

On the other hand, firstly there are still no science teaching people the most appropriate way of living, like any knowledge; the appropriateness is always determined by each individual. Secondly, science always leads people to make abusive use of scientifically-proven good products and services, to solve their needs by “Scientific help” which makes them easily inclined to abuse. Thus, the power of religion is again obvious; it tells people how they should behave, and to what degree they should be satisfied so they do not have to figure it out for themselves. 
To address the issue of increasing number of “Green” business investors having strong intention to using the scientific-proven feasible techniques to turn around the negative causes brought by global warming, while the religionists are praying to their respective Gods for the true explanation of all happenings and the eternal relief of lives. 
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For example, Muslim would never eat dead animals, pork, blood, and alcohol etc., they would comply with the posture lowering head to the ground while praying 5 times daily to their God “Allah”, no matter how poor or rich they are, no matter what natural disaster they are facing, no matter what their identities are, even as religion believing scientists, nothing could change their belief, their trust on Allah, because that can give 100% confidence to answer their wondering of the encounters, because that can fully explain them the future is promising that any tough encounters in reality such as global warming will soon be reigned back with the intangible but invincible help by their God. Even though Muslim scientists can have immensely applied the scientific methods in coping with the problems brought by global warming, the reason why they carry on doing so could conceivably be that they believe one day, Allah would enable further scientific approach for human being to completely overcome the problems. In this case, the relationship between science and religion seems to have itself further consolidated in the way that only the existence of both “knowledge” and “meaning” would give the most comprehensive satisfying for human being to explain, interpret and enjoy the world. Therefore, religion is still indispensable even in an age of science-explained world. Personally, religion would only continue to thrive as science turns out to be more and more advanced, because scientific explanations are always based upon the ultimate root of religious assumptions. 

In my opinion, the two different perspectives can actually come compatibly together. When the beauty of religion arrives at science, it implies stands in wonder, and when science inspires the grace of religion, it comes to the appreciation for everything in the real world created by God. However, it has become more unsurprised that religion would always come along with scientific advancements.
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