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PRELIMINARIES

These class notes were prepared as an additional resource to help the student in the course
MAS210. Their purpose is to provide supplemental material to the book and class notes,
including more examples and explanations. By no means they substitute the book or
attendance to class.

The course MAS210 consists of two parts, linear algebra and complex analysis. This paper
only covers the first part of the course.

Students often ask whether "this course is difficult”. My answer is: "this course is not difficult
provided you don't make it difficult”. If you come regularly to class, take notes, review
weekly the material, and ask questions whenever you have doubts; if you do your homework,
then you are certain to pass my class with at least a B. On the other hand, missing classes,
working only during exam weeks, not doing homework, you are almost guaranteed to receive
a final low grade. All it's up to you. My exams are always close to the material covered in
class. The problems, similar to those explained in the classroom and to those assigned as
homework. So, you can expect no surprises during exam time.

You must come to see me early in the semester in case you encounter any difficulties with the
material. Usually we can work out ways for overcoming difficulties so you can reach good
performance, if you come in the earlier weeks of the semester. But if you visit me only in the
later weeks, probably it will be too late to taking any corrective action. You should be able to
solve the homework problems by our own. Even if you work in groups, to solving the
problems assigned you must do it by yourself; you can compare later your solution with your
peers solutions. Seeing other to solve the problems, even if you understand the procedure,
may not be sufficient. Don't forget that in the exam we will be working alone.

I wish you a successful semester.
Ruben N. Mera
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