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In the video we watched in class it showed the history behind the world’s largest company, Wal-Mart. The company was founded by Sam Walton in 1962 and was the first of its kind in Rogers, Arkansas. Walton wanted to be able to give the local farmers in the rural area the low prices that the big city competitors were offering and by doing so he quickly gained a reputation and his company flourished into the super-power it is today. Wal-Mart is responsible for bringing countless jobs into society and has given hundreds of millions of dollars to charities and back to the general public. Also this store has accommodated people’s needs by supplying everything a normal person would need on a daily basis all in one location, and at a relatively affordable price. The company has made such a huge positive impact on the world that George Bush himself presented Sam Walton, at the age of 95, the Presidential Medal of Freedom for his efforts and accomplishments that have helped the people of this country. 

As for the negatives of Wal-Mart, there are over 5,000 pending court cases against the chain ranging from sexual discrimination or customer injuries. According to the now CEO of Wal-Mart Lee Scott, when you look at Wal-Mart’s immense employee collection it is almost impossible to keep everyone in the company happy and eventually things will happen that cause problems, although Scott himself claims that the company is in the right on things as a whole and is only good for the economy. Several stores have been accused of discrimination against women by not allowing them to advance in the company and not expanding their pay over time. A woman who was interviewed had been working with the company for over eight years and had yet to receive a promotion or pay increase, while men in her same field had advanced and their pay greatly increased. Another dispute against the company is protestors that fight for land rights when a new Wal-Mart wants to be built. With an establishment such as this, land is a huge commodity since the stores themselves are massive, and in today’s society land can be hard to come by, so in the process of expanding their stores they cut off local neighborhoods and in a sense force a community to evolve into a trading and business type area. As expected this angers local residents and this all leads to bitter disputes between communities and Wal-Mart all through the country, and even the world.


On the subject of the world, Wal-Mart has now extended its iron curtain outside of the United States and now is a major power-house in countries such as China, England, and Japan. Asia was hit hard with Wal-Mart stores in the past ten years enough for a new branch of the company to be made, Wal-Mart Asia. Strangely enough not every country is ready for Wal-Mart’s presence; company executives decided to try a few stores in Germany and soon they realized that they just couldn’t fulfill the locals’ needs and quickly failed and less funds were spent for German chains. Another country was also hit hard when Lee Scott decided to cross the borders and introduce his baby to the country of Mexico. At first the company failed to deliver till the company befriended the local merchants and all worked together as one to make a working, profit making company. 

Some more standing issues with the company include the way their suppliers are treated. When you’re as big as Wal-Mart you have venders lining up for days for you to sell their product, and with this kind of demand Wal-Mart has the upper had in establishing what goes and for how much. Accusations have been stated that Wal-Mart pressures some of their venders to lower their prices by threatening to no longer carry their product anymore, which would greatly hurt the company. So all in all, Wal-Mart can often be a “bully” in the market world if it doesn’t get its way.  

So is Wal-Mart good or bad? According to many the answer is good, because well, this is America and the people like convenience and that’s something Sam Walton first set out do for the general public. But a negative to this is that all the local “Mom and Pop” stores in the country and making a steady downfall since less and less people are paying the higher prices, and often times this leads to bankruptcy. This in a sense is leading to a monopoly and it’s why everyone is so sensitive about the matter. If all the local competition is whipped out, then Wal-Mart could call all the shots on how things run. 
In conclusion, my stance on this issue is that I think that Wal-Mart is both beneficial for the economy, but also could come back to harm us in the future. Americans depend on Wal-Mart immensely in today’s times and all that is doing is making more money for the company, and in effect more stores will pop up from that. If the company already has gone overseas that’s a good indication that we are dealing with a huge force here, a force with quality prices, an enormous list of products, and enough employees to fill up a large American city. Although I personally do not support Wal-Mart financially I give them credit for making things easier on others and saving them the time of having to tracks products down individually and spend all that time getting them. I do support all the claims that have been mad against the company however, I think that when you’re a company the size of Wal-Mart you are going to have problems and scandals riddled all through your company. So by thinking this it’s only a matter of time before Wal-Mart does something huge and makes us realize how bug of a power this company really. I guess all we can do just sit and wait for things to unfold.

