Peace Sells...But Who's Buying?
Politics, the major force that has been the inspiration behind music for hundreds of years has gone from simple war songs in early England, to mainstream airwaves all over the world. Political lyrics and influences have become vastly popular with today’s music culture and genres of music have been invented just for these types of bands. In the year 2005, 6 out of the top 30 highest grossing CDs were politically motivated or oriented. Such works can have a lasting affect on listeners and can persuade a person to lean towards a different feeling towards government, among these is the band Megadeth. “The System Has Failed” was released in 2004 from the San Francisco rockers via Sanctuary Records. The CD cover depicts several Washington officials and is a direct bash to both the government, and the people blind enough to not know they’re getting fooled. So from Megadeth’s standpoint, the American people must take action towards the faulty government. 
Instead of the artsy designs and colorful pictures that most bands use as CD art, Megadeth decided to take a personal standpoint and actually show the people they were against. The front cover includes likenesses of such politicians as George Bush, Bill Clinton and Dick Cheney all waiting in line to greet Vic Rattlehead, Megadeth’s signature animated mascot. The arrangement of the people in the line is key, with George W. Bush, the current president first in line taking a bribe from Vic himself. Then there’s Vice President Dick Cheney holding a briefcase clearly marked “Plan B”. The significance behind the two characters is mocking how George W. Bush has enacted presidential decisions for the sole benefit of his own self, and bank account and how Dick Cheney is always behind him with a better plan. Next you see Bill and Hillary Clinton next to a reporter; this is where Dave Mustaine’s, Megadeth’s singer and guitarist, humor comes in. Upon closer examination you can see a “Not Guilty” verdict in the hand of Vic Rattlehead, poking fun at the Monica Lewinski/Watergate scandals.  Lastly in the back of the line you see Condoleeza Rice, waiting patiently in line. Once again this refers to another scandal that supposedly took place when people said that Rice somehow cheated her way into the White House. Due to the band’s high political stance, each and every one of the above names listed above have somehow done something wrong in the band’s eyes and should be looked into extensively to find the truth behind their actions. Another observation is that in the background is the decaying white house with an apocalyptic sunset behind it. This combination of both leaders and background show that the country is doomed with the current roster we have in play today. The drawing sends out a warning to all viewers that if they don’t take action that the faulty politicians will bring about the end of this country with lies and scams. The most disturbing feature of the whole picture are the facial expressions of the people, there is not one ounce of remorse in their faces and almost makes the viewer feel as if they don’t even care what happens to the country, just as long as they come out on top. Something is definite about this though; it is straight to the point and does not hold anything back.
As far as marketing for actually sell their product, the first thing that jumps out at you is the clearly visible name, unlike the rest of the hand drawn picture. This makes the album seem both hi-tech and up to date, and also has the familiar feel that old school metal albums had back in the 1970s. By doing this, the older generation that is use to those types of visuals will be more inclined to pick it up and buy it than if it was some chic computer drawn art. Next is the fact that they included their signature calling card, the skeleton “Vic Rattlehead”. This is another key tool the band used to attract more buyers because every other album they have released has had this character included on the cover. Their fans are familiar with the drawing and would most likely pass this cd up if they didn’t see the familiar sign plastered on the front cover plain as day. Another way the skeleton drawing helps the sales is how they’re embedding the image into viewer’s minds and now they might be more apt to buy more things with that signature drawing on it as well. So something as simple as a drawing can sell products beyond the traditional cd or vinyl. Another strategy the creator used for this picture are dark and gloomy colors. When someone looks at it they aren’t welcomed with nice vibrant colors that appeal the senses, but instead they used different shades of red, yellow, and black. Dark colors give off a depressing feel and adds to the negativity of the picture as a whole. The combination of every element in the cover brilliantly come together and explodes the observer with negative and terrifying feelings through color and morbid depictions.  
The message of Megadeth’s album cover is evident; everyone within this country should be worried about what is going on behind the scenes in the government. The picture is expected to be visual motivation for any and everyone who graces their eyes on it. The purpose of this was not to be humorous or artistic and appeal to a certain group of people, but instead it directed to anyone living in the United States, young, old, black, white, you name it. That is what makes this picture so special is that it caters to anyone and everyone, there isn’t a limited audience and luckily, this important message hits everyone on the human spectrum. Lastly, to add some flair and business to the whole deal they inserted the legendary and well known Megadeth logo so people would buy the CD.  

Whether for record sales or political freedom, the message from Megadeth is still loud and clear; watch your government’s actions. The picture itself is evidence enough that it is possible that there are corrupt things going on and we don’t know about it. The creator used both humor and real life situations to create a stunningly scandalous work of art.  This piece was created to inform and alert the masses, as well as make for a snazzy album cover. But when it all comes down to it, Dave Mustaine said it best, “When mankind goes back to treating people the way you want to be treated, things will settle”.
