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The internet, the information super highway, the savior to students everywhere has come a long way since the early nineties and with this a fair share of problems as well. Billions and billions of dollars are exchanged over the World Wide Web and without the world would be back in the stone age, but who says what comes and goes? A current hot issue in today’s society and has caused quite an uproar in the music industry. The Recording Industry Association of America, or simply the RIAA, recently with the help of the federal government has invaded people’s homes and computers in an effort to rid the world of file trading in music. This abuse of power was established on lies and scandals and this is an attempt to educate those who are not familiar with the swindling that has gone on and how the trading of musical files over the internet should be made legal and non prosecutable. 

The whole ordeal behind the RIAA’s actions is that they believe that internet music downloaders are slowly draining record labels dry and forcing them into bankruptcy. So with that, a little background, the RIAA was formed in 1952 and “its primary purpose at that time was to administer the RIAA equalization curve. This is a technical standard of frequency response applied to vinyl records during manufacturing and playback” (Wikipeda). As time progressed they moved on and made innovative improvements in such fields as “magnetic tape, cassette tapes, digital audio tapes, CDs and software-based digital technologies” (Wikipeda). Later on in the century they took a stand on online file sharing and considered such acts as crimes punishable to the fullest extent of the law. With the countless peer-to-peer programs out such as Napster, Kazaa, and Morpheous, it was common practice for the average person to be able to download a song here and there if needed, and this upset the RIAA to the point of spending millions of dollars in research and court cases in an attempt to make an impression with potential downloaders. One particular case was when the attorneys behind this organization brought up a 13 year old honors student Brianna Lahara on charges. This absurd court case was later dismissed but it shows the lack of decency that makes up the RIAA and how there is no prejudice when it comes to sharing their music. “According to Wired [webzine], around 9 million Americans trade on file-sharing networks” (Wykipedia). And to this day, the RIAA has brought over 16,000 people in the United States to court under suspicion of sharing copyrighted works (Wired). Now with these numbers one can see that the RIAA might have issues with file-sharing, but is that true?

In a published spreadsheet the RIAA shows the figures for the past 5 years and shows that from 2001 to 2004 the percent of sales has not only risen, but by 8%. Now this is the same organization that claimed that downloaders are taking more and more money each year via online trading. Another “fact” the RIAA had was used in court against peer-to-peer file sharer Napster was that in 1999 overall sales had dropped 11%, but upon closer examination the figure was in fact 11% increase to the pervious year’s gross sale, as presented in court by Napster official Hank Barry (Boycott). The fact still remains that the RIAA has spread skewed facts but what about the way they run things? In order to become a “member” of the “RIAA family” you have to follow strict guidelines, once again, this is the company that is supposedly out to “protect intellectual property rights worldwide and the First Amendment rights of artists” (RIAA) as taken straight from the official RIAA website. Among these guidelines are that in order to get coverage, you must be a company, which singles out independent and do-it-yourself labels. As you continue to explore this you will see that the RIAA is familiar with the “steal from the poor and give to the rich” (Cavelle) idea. So basically they will take care of you only if you bring in mass amounts of income. But then again, hasn’t music always been about doing it yourself? This conglomerate travesty is destroying the face of music and turning a timeless past time into money making cash crop. It no longer depends on if you’re good or not, it’s all about if your image can sell records, because when you think music, the first thing that comes to mind is if you can pull off wearing nothing on stage to get fans right? Another strange requirement that is stated in the RIAA guidelines for membership is that you cannot be affiliated with Napster, which today is legal in every aspect of the word. 

Again and again one will hear how business is business and it’s a dog eat dog would out there but is it much to ask for when it comes to preserving something that is so powerful in today’s world? Not everything comes with a price tag and a subpoena these days and a group of money hungry conglomerates should be the judge of that. Music was made for the enjoyment of people and should continue to be so for the future, not a marketing ploy to make wallets thicker. Because when it comes down to it, the artist would rather get their art out in the world than make a quick buck. The RIAA needs to back off and the government needs to step back off its power trip and realize that they are invading the homes of countless Americans over a senseless act. I guess it all comes down to a simple quote by Nirvana front man Kurt Cobain, “music already lost the battle to stay alive.”
