MANSON

The town of Manson located eight miles south of Pocahontas on what is now Old County Road sprang up along the tracks of the Frisco Railway. With the railroad close by the town quickly grew. M. A. Bare opened the first store, but it was sold to Mrs. Ed Marx. J. T. Hamilton came to Manson in 1911 and opened a mercantile business. He owned a farm just outside of town and rented it out to James Graham and family.

Charles Thomas also ran a store in town and in July of 1910 was brought before Squire Douglas County Judge in Randolph County for running what was called a Blind Tiger. This is the selling of Whiskey with out a license. The Star Herald ran this article on July 8 1910: Charles Thomas of Manson Accused of Runing a Blind Tiger. The court house was the center of attraction last Wednesday evening at which time Charles Thomas of Manson, who runs a store at that place was up before Squire Douglas on a charge of running a "Blind Tiger", or selling whiskey, or beer without a license. He was represented by the law firm of Witt and Schnoonover and the state by county attorney Will Jackson. There were several witnesses on the stand and after hearing the evidence Squire Douglas dismissed the case against Mr. Thomas. As the railroad lost its place of importance in the nation, and travel became easier these small town began to die out and are now just a memory in the lives our older citizens.

