Birdell

Birdell located on Highway 62 between Pocahontas and Imboden is anouther old Randolph County settlement. This community was established by some of the first families to come to Randolph County. Located very close to Noland the founding families are in many cased the same: The Dunns, Carters, Perrins, Scotts, Campbells, Nations, Hufstedlers, Gentry, Fieldens, Cremeens, Wagners, and Hollowells. The water mill built by John Carter before the Civil War was a well-known landmark. Carter operated the mill until about 1880 when he sold it to Mr. Huffstedler who then ran the mill along with a store and Postoffice for half a century. It was Mr. Huffstedler who named the town Birdell after his two daughters Birdie and Ella when he established the Postoffice. This community hosted the nearest crossing on the Elevenpoint River until a bridge was built in 1911. West of the river was one of the first Church of Christ and schools, which was located at Old Union. H. M. Barden opened Barden Mercantile Co. at Birdell in 1922 and ran a Postoffice in his new establishment, which hosted a full line of farmer's needs. Both stores, Barden's and Hufstedlers carried a full line of groceries in 1922 also. Birdell also had it's own Milling Company here at that time. In 1899 a subscription school was built at Birdell and India Pyland was the first teacher.

Today there is very little to show the traveler looking for Birdell where this once thriving community existed. 

