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The Course   
This course provides students with a basic conceptual understanding of international political settings, actors, institutions and processes in relations among nation-states; it introduces students to various contemporary issues of concern in international relations.

Required Text

Roskin, Michael G, and Nicholas O Berry, The New World of International Relations, Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1999 (4th ed.)

Assessment

Team Presentations



You are required, in small groups, to make two forty-minute presentations that would generate class discussion.  To facilitate class discussion, you should distribute a synopsis of the presentation to the class on the day of presentation. 




Each presentation counts 20% of your total marks.  


Class Participation



Students are expected to come to class on time and to have read the assigned material. Active and constructive participation in class discussion is a prerequisite to doing well in this course particularly.


Final Examination



The final examination will be comprehensive in scope, covering required readings and in-class presentations.

Weights


Team Presentations




40%





Class Participation




10%





Final Examination 




50%

Course Schedule
  Week     Starts     Session

Topic




Assignment
Week 1




  Orientation Week

Week 2  19/7/99  
Session 1

Introduction to the course
 
IH97/2014: 












   “The Global Economy












     and the Nation-State”




    Session 2

International Systems

           text Chapter 1; 











     IH97/2013: “Foreign Policy”











      IH96/1850:“Soft Power”

Week 3   26/7
 Session 1

Nation-States & National Interest
Chapter 2; IH98/2053:












  “Proliferation of States”




    Session 2

America and Vietnam


Chapter 3; IH96/1851:












   “How Could 












          Vietnam Happen?”

Week 4    2/8
 Session 1

Can America Lead the World?
Chapter 4; “Americans













   and the World”




    Session 2

Russia (1)



Chapter 5 & 6; 












IH97/1949:  “Explaining












    the Transformation of 












        World Politics”

Week 5     9/8
 Session 1

Russia (2)



IH98/2055: “Russia”







FIRST PRESENTATION: Team 1



    Session 2

The Caribbean



Chapter 10; 












IH98/2057: “Mexico”,












  “Cuba”, & others 







FIRST PRESENTATION: Team 2
Week 6    16/8
 Session 1

Arabs and Israelis

            Chapter 8; IH98/2056:












  “Israel at 50”






FIRST PRESENTATION: Team 3


  
    Session 2

International Oil Relations

Chapter 9; IH96/1854:












 “Oil and Power












       after the Gulf War”







FIRST PRESENTATION: Team 4
Week 7    23/8 
 Session 1 

National Security


Chapter 12; IH97/1947:











         “The Future of Warfare”;











         “Revolution in Military…”







FIRST PRESENTATION: Team 5



    Session 2

Nuclear Politics


Chapter 13; IH97/1947:












 “Don’t Ban the Bomb”;












IH98/2059: “A Bomb 












     in Every Backyard?”







FIRST PRESENTATION: Team 6
Week 8     30/8
Session 1

South Asia



Chapter 7  page 122;












“India and Pakistan”







FIRST PRESENTATION: Team 7



    Session 2

Africa




Chapter 7;
“South Africa”












“Sierra Leone & Congo”







FIRST PRESENTATION: Team 8
Week 9      6/9
            Recess Break
Week 10   13/9
 Session 1

North-South Relations

 Chapter 11; 












   “The West: Unique,












              Not Universal”




    Session 2

Terrorism



   Chapter 14;












“The New Terrorism”







SECOND PRESENTATION: Team 1
Week 11   20/9
 Session 1

Diplomacy



   Chapter 18;











        IH97/1950:“Human Rights”







SECOND PRESENTATION: Team 2



    Session 2

International Law


   Chapter 19;











               “Human Rights Law”







SECOND PRESENTATION: Team 3
Week 12   27/9
Session 1

The United Nations


   Chapter 20;












    “Reforming the UN”







SECOND PRESENTATION: Team 4



    Session 2 

Peacekeeping



   Chapter 21;












    “The Iraq Effect”







SECOND PRESENTATION: Team 5
Week 13    4/10
Session 1

Economic Blocs: The USA

    Chapter 17;












    “Back to glory?”












    “Clinton in China”







SECOND PRESENTATION: Team 6

 




    Session 2

Economic Blocs: Japan

    Chapter 16;












    “The Japan Puzzle” &












“Three futures for Japan”







SECOND PRESENTATION: Team 7
Week 14   11/10 
 Session 1

Economic Blocs: Europe

   Chapter 15;












      “NATO”







SECOND PRESENTATION: Team 8



    Session 2

Course review

===================================================================


TEAM PRESENTATIONS
FIRST PRESENTATION (20%)


Each team will organize all assigned readings for their Session, to lead class discussion.  Presentations should be interspersed with question-and-answers on sub-topics.  It is recommended you accomplish further research on particular issues to augment the presentation and discussion.  (Best coordinate with the Instructor on issues of interest.)


The only written requirement is a copy of your presentation outline to be distributed to the class, which may simply be the transparencies shown on the overhead projector.  (Please avoid notes which just repeat the assigned readings.)  The presentation will be evaluated based not only on content, style, and preparation, but also on the interest and discussion it generates in the audience. 

SECOND PRESENTATION (20%)


The requirement is the same as for the First Presentation, except you will need to research the Topical Issue (see below).  As with the First Presentation, to facilitate discussion you should also distribute a synopsis to the class before the start of the Session.


Be sure your analysis of the Topical Issue reflects prior study of the applicable chapters in the text.  Introduce your presentation with a brief summary of the assigned chapter to show how your topic fits in. 

Second Presentation:

team
topical issue
1.
Terrorism— Choose a recent conflict(s) and discuss the role of terrorism.  Be sure to explain the underlying issues, and how terrorism may have worsened the situation and/or contributed to the resolution of the problem.

2. Diplomacy— Discuss the diplomatic performance of all parties involved in the reversion of Hong Kong         and Macao to Chinese rule.  Be sure to explain the background. 

3. International Law—Discuss violations of international law with respect to war and war crimes in                 Kosovo.

4.
United Nations—Discuss the performance of the Security Council in the post-Cold War era.  Be sure to examine the membership issue.  

5.
Peacekeeping— Discuss ongoing peace operations to neutralize Iraq --primarily economic sanctions and weapons inspections.  What do you conclude about the effectiveness and fairness of actions taken?  (Some conceptual basis can be found in IH96/1837, Economic Sanctions.) 

6.
USA— Discuss China’s relations with the United States.

7.
Japan— Discuss the Japanese position in the international economy.  Analyze socioeconomic strengths and weaknesses in Japan and possible future scenarios.

8. Europe— Discuss the post-Cold War role and performance of NATO, particularly: (1) its expansion              agreed in July 1997, and (2) the new “defense” strategy in the Balkans.  






