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Orwell’s novel 1984 is a testament to his belief that a government with too much power could literally control all of history and the future of mankind. 1984 depicts a society in which the government has absolute power over all but the proletariats. Known as the “proles”, this prominent class has been reduced to an uneducated, harmless caste that could not possibly bring change to society. The apparent helplessness (but inherent freedom) of the proletarian class is evident in Winston Smith’s observations throughout the novel. He sees the proles as a manipulated rank in society which has freedom only because they are looked upon as animals by the Inner Party. Smith often admires the beauty of an aging prole who spends her days washing clothes beneath his window. He hears the latest song the Party has manufactured ululating out of her at every waking moment. He realizes that she has lived the life of something much like an animal- degraded to nothing but a child bearer and now a cleaner, yet admires her freedom. Even Smith’s profession clearly shows the enormity of the Party’s societal domination; Smith labors constantly at an office, rewriting history to make the Party’s current policies match up with everything that had come before. His horrific task eliminates any possibility of the Party’s overthrow, because no uprisings can occur if everyone believes that conditions have always been this way, except for a shadowed time called “capitalism” in which conditions were far worse. This constant revision of facts and tampering of the truth makes even the working class within the Party become tools of the government. Orwell shows us just how deep a government could change humanity by introducing concepts like doublethink and Newspeak. The former is a technique in which a speaker states two contradictory facts at once in order to bewilder the listener and gain control over their senses. Newspeak, though, is the most frightening tool used by the Party in that it will change the ingrained thoughts of man. Expected to be finished in 2050, Newspeak is a new vocabulary that eliminates all but the most straightforward words and adds prefixes and suffixes only so that it can be speakable. The important aspect of the new language, however, is the elimination of the word “freedom”, so that the next generation won’t even understand the basic concept of a better life. Without having a means to communicate discontent with the government, rebellion will be crushed before it even begins. 


This horrific and dystopian world can be compared with modern day society on several levels. First, the government in 1984 and America’s present day government both discourage thought contrary to their doctrines. Oceania will punish those who even exhibit disdain in their facial features, while America will label those who oppose the conflicts in Iraq as “unpatriotic” and will attack authors and musicians who think differently. Both worlds are forever shadowed by an ongoing conflict- in 1984, its between Oceania and Eurasia/East Asia, and in our world it’s the Middle Eastern conflicts. Both wars appear seemingly endless and each side never seems to gain ground on the other. As well as all of these similarities, 1984 and our world today are both dominated by alliances between nations that change at the drop of a hat, and whenever a nation switches sides it informs its public of all the wrongdoings its former ally had previously committed. There is even a parallel to be found in the media of Oceania and America, as both societies rely on keeping their people in a constant state of fear so that they can commit unseen atrocities abroad. Our society and the one depicted in 1984 both attach entire groups to a single individual because one enigmatic personality is easier to hate than a group of people. For instance, Goldstein is seen as the destroyer of modern society in 1984 and it is implied that his elimination would better the Party. In our world, Saddam Hussein encapsulated all that was wrong with Iraq’s government, and now that he’s been taken down our government has taken to telling us that everything will be positively great overseas. 1984 is truly a powerful look at the way typical governments rule, except the process is magnified to a huge extent. It shows what truly could become of humanity if individualism ceased to exist and totalitarianism and conformity took hold. 


Brave New World by Aldous Huxley is a similar tale to the dystopian 1984, albeit technology in the novel takes a greater role in controlling humanity, instead of the brainwashing found in 1984. Huxley portrays society as a constantly changing entity that forever looks with contempt upon the societies before it. His novel shows how humanity would respond even if conditions worsened, and becomes an intensely satirical look at modern day as the current generation sees our morals, such as love, parenting, and sex out of a need for reproduction instead of pleasure as disgusting and debased. He shows how our morals can be crushed so easily by making everyone the same and depriving us of the most instinctual feelings- including loss. The drug Soma is a powerful anti-depressant distributed to the masses so that they can ignore pain, when in fact it is perpetuating it, such as the sad story of John who returns to the Brave New World and cannot cope with its distorted values and its reliance on mood-altering drugs. Huxley shows us how society could come to worship conformity and promiscuity over individuality and true love, and how our forever advancing pursuits into genetics could result in a rigid caste system that allows for no change between social classes.

William Gerald Golding’s Lord of the Flies is a vivid portrayal of the power shifts in a group of children stranded on an island over a long period of time. The first evidence of ascertaining of power is from the stranglehold Jack tries to procure over the others in the beginning. When asked who should lead the pack of stranded children, he immediately tries to seize power, and points to the excellence of the choir he commands. Instead, however, the children vote as if their society was a democracy, and Ralph is elected as their lead official because he was the one who gathered all of the kids together. He exhibited natural charisma, so even Piggy, who had the ideas but lacked the personality, voted for him. Later on in the novel, Jack begins to resent and question Ralph’s authority and ideals. He ignores the authority the possession of the conch shell is supposed to give one who possesses it, and instead speaks his mind whenever he wants and talks over the others. His disorderly disobedience perpetuates throughout the novel until it turns into full-blown anarchy, and he publicly denounces Ralph. Reluctantly, his choir of hunters leaves Ralph’s society behind and become face-painted savages in the jungles, hunting well but failing to produce fire. Piggy, a member of Ralph’s group, has the lens that produces the flame, so Jack must take the lens by force to continue surviving. Power is used in a variety of ways throughout the novel, the most important being the control over one’s necessity to survive. Jack’s group gets the food, which allows Ralph’s group to survive on a short-term scale, while Piggy’s glasses light the signal fire to ensure a long-term rescue. When the two groups feud, they point to what they bring to the table in terms of survival and jealously keep to themselves, so that Jack’s group can’t light a fire and Ralph’s group can’t get meat. This abuse of power, and specifically Jack’s dominance over his hunters, proves to undermine their island society and gets the children injured and killed.
 
Orwell, Huxley, and Golding have all written precautionary tales of the dangers of overly powerful authoritarian measures and the conflicts between society and technology. Humanity is easily manipulated by the re-writing of history in 1984, the flawless genetic engineering of Brave New World, and the forcefulness and negative charisma of Jack in Lord of the Flies shape society completely. Each book teaches that society punishes those that go against it. Winston Smith endangers himself for his beliefs but is utterly changed and then killed by Big Brother. Brave New World shows how the severity of a conformist, caste-ruled society can drive one who lives in freedom like John into drastic measures, such as suicide. The Lord of the Flies tells a similar tale as Jack’s rebellion tears his own people apart in eventuality, reducing his choir into a group of murderous savages. All three novels imply that orderly yet individualistic thought could change the world, and that the destruction of individualism or the advent of anarchy could tear apart an entire group of people. Each book warns against the strict adherence to any political entity, as one loses their individuality and simply becomes a tool of the machine if they do so. 


In all three novels, the prevalence or absence of science and technology shapes the events of the novel, often to the detriment of the masses. Technology and science in 1984 has come to a screeching halt, except for the growth of instruments of war. Medication, architecture, and other facets that thrived and advanced under capitalism decline (or cease to exist) under Oceania’s totalitarianism. The world is a much more dangerous place because of this, as the standard of living is low and the lethality and abundance of war materials is so high. This is evident by the impoverished proletarian class and the missiles that often cruise into their streets and homes. Orwell’s take on single-sided technological advances shows us the danger of advancing pain-causing technology while allowing disease-preventing studies cease all together.      

Brave New World’s advances in science and technology breed conformity and create a caste system.   
Laboratories control reproduction as if it were a mere statistic and work to create humans that fit into direct castes through genetic engineering. Brainwashing is carried out through the repetition of concepts during ones sleep and takes hold as an important psychological technique within the world. Even the use of recreational drugs shapes the world. The powerful drug known as Soma is mass-produced, legal, and easily accessible and is always successful in modifying one’s current mood. The scientist’s complete control over reproduction results in the creation of super-humans. Beings like the Alpha Pluses are thrust into the upper class straight from birth while groups like the Deltas and the nearly retarded Epsilons are predetermined as lesser beings. Brave New World shows how helpless one can be when all that he will become is predestined and no kind of technology can change such set-in-stone facts.

Golding’s Lord of the Flies doesn’t include concepts like scientific advances, such as the ones found in Brave New World, or technological decadence, like in 1984, but instead focuses on the complete lack of technical supplies and scientific know-how. The characters are constantly struggling to find basic means of survival, yet constantly dream of the betterment of technology. They think about everything from combs and hair-ties to the construction of jets and ships, but must deal with the harsh truth that none but the simplest of structures could be forged with materials that are found on the island. The lack of alterative ways of starting fires damages the group of children the most, as none of them possess technology as simple as lighters or matches. Instead, they must rely on sunlight and Piggy’s singular glass lens, which doesn’t do much good when the group splits up. The island of kids feel miss even the most basic of inventions, such as bandages and alcohol when they are cut or injured in the fierce jungle. 
