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The Parallels Between 1984 and Animal Farm

George Orwell, famed British writer and social satirist, wrote two novels with seemingly unrelated 
premises. One, 1984, followed the rebellion of an Oceanian man named Winston. Written in explicit detail, it
 starkly contrasted the fable-like structure of another novel, Animal Farm. While big city misery doesn’t 

seem to have any connection to the hard labor of beasts of burden, the underlying message of both works 

couldn’t be more related. 1984 and Animal Farm each expose the flaws of totalitarianism and show how 

overpowered leaders exploit and crush the working class to create rigid caste systems, all the while keeping 

their populations in constant fear to promote trust.

Orwell’s dystopian novels 1984 and Animal Farm share a common theme by exposing the
 dangers of totalitarianism. Those who dare to speak out against the government are destroyed or punished 
severely. Take Winston, for example. In 1984, he is tortured and brainwashed for hating the government and 
breaking its senseless rules. Later, he is forced between facing his greatest fear (rats) and selling out his 
partner, Julia. When they have broken his spirit and tortured his soul, it is not enough. For his treachery, 
Winston’s basic beliefs are turned around and he is marked for death. Just before the killing blow, he admits 
that he loves the Big Brother government. Animal Farm addresses forced conformity in a similarly militant 
fashion. Snowball, one of Animal Farm’s greatest revolutionaries, is banished from the farm for having 
different, even better, ideas than his rival and fellow pig Napoleon. Following this excursion, Napoleon 
proceeds to blame all of his administration’s problems on the then long gone Snowball and order his 
execution on sight. Curiously, no other animal on the farm notices Snowball sneaking in to undermine 
Napoleon’s “great” plans. Free thought is badly damaged in the totalitarian states as well, who spread their 
doctrine of unwavering conformity to their people. Party members in 1984 have 
standard uniforms and must participate in all of Big Brother’s assemblies, or face dire consequences ranging 

from incarceration to execution. The Thought Police look for dissent through highly advanced surveillance 
tools, as well. Anyone in Oceania who merely exhibits a facial expression contrary to what the Party is 
expecting is arrested. Propaganda songs are sang in the streets of the proles’ ghettos, and Animal Farm 
follows suite with compositions such as “Beasts of England.” Animal Farm’s authorities will go as far as to 
label any nonconformist a traitor, and then execute the animal under the charge of being in league with 
Snowball. It is clear that totalitarianism punishing nonconformity is a common theme in each novel.   

The bases of the totalitarian states are similar even at a fundamental level. Each government came to 
power through a coup and installed governments worse than the ones that had been there before. The leaders 
lie about their inadequacies, relying on the repetition of the question, “How much better is your life 
now that we’re in power?” 1984’s Big Brother pounds the terrors of the old capitalism into the heads of the 
proles and party members on a regular basis. They exaggerate the inherent caste system in capitalism while 
ignoring the flaws of their own societal structure. The proles toil like the lower class in capitalism, and the 
Inner Party has a leg up in life and extreme comfort just like capitalism’s upper class. Animal Farm’s 
Squealer uses a similar technique; he often harkens back to the days of Jones when the state of affairs was so 
much worse, even though Napoleon is a harsher dictator. Napoleon himself uses this stratagem frequently. 
Whenever an animal questions his rule in any way, he asks, “Surely comrades, you do not want Jones back 
(Orwell 33)?” thus effectively curbing the dissention. The governments in power are insecure about 
themselves and turn to false statistics and propaganda to attack the governments that came before them. 
Much is spoken about how food was not bountiful under capitalism, yet Big Brother uses shady techniques 
to prove their superiority. Chocolate rationing is reduced to twenty four grams one day, yet the day after Big 
Brother claims to have increased chocolate rationing to twenty four grams. Big Brother also uses hyperbolic 
statistics to show how the standard of living has increased when they replaced the democracy. These 
statistics never go down and take advantage of the majority of society, who are too young to know if 
capitalism was a worse system or not. Animal Farm has its share of authoritative lies as well. Despite the 
incredulity of the working class, Napoleon slights Snowballs role in the Battle of the Cowshed and 

eventually claims that Snowball fought on Jones’s side during the revolution. To convince other farms of 
their prosperity, the pigs even hide Animal Farm’s food shortages by filling the bottom of the food baskets 
with sand. With the doom and gloom of 1984 and Animal Farm, it is evident that Orwell’s intent in both 
novels is the same. From Winston giving into torture in 1984 to the pigs of Animal Farm leading the animals 
like sheep (including the sheep themselves), Orwell conveys how the brutality of totalitarianism destroys 
personal identity and changes its proletarians into mindless followers.


As well as destroying individualism, Orwell’s novels show how tyrannical governments take 
advantage of their vital working classes. Despite the harsh treatment of workers under capitalism and Jones’s 
dictatorship, the new governments in 1984 and Animal Farm spearhead programs even more detrimental to 
the laborers. Working hours and benefits are slashed by the ruling parties. This mistreatment of workers can 
even be found in 1984’s highly esteemed Inner Party. During Big Brother’s propaganda-filled Hate Week, 
the uniformed workers are forced to labor day and night to prepare for an evening of lies and deceptions. 
When the focus of that Hate Week is turned around, they must work around the clock to reverse all of their 
previous endeavors. The proles suffer as well, often in more horrific ways. They live in a constant state of 
poverty while working constantly to stay above the surface in an overpopulated country. Animal Farm has its 
shares of working class woes as well. Boxer, Animal Farm’s quintessential laborer, works hard his entire life 
in hopes of an early retirement, so that he can study and become as educated as his oppressors. Napoleon 
takes away the promise of a retirement plan and instead, Boxer mysteriously disappears in a glue factory 
truck when he’s too old and injured to work any longer. On top of receiving no benefits, Orwell shows how 
the proletarians are forced to work under dangerous conditions. The cramped, dirty quarters where the proles 
work in 1984 are full of hazards, including the missiles that hit in the streets where the children play. The 
animals work in danger as well, like the horses that are expected to carry heavy stones uphill to build a 
windmill. Boxer is injured in the process and receives no compensation or care. The entire farm (with the 
exception of the pigs) work long hours in hard labor, yet do not receive the proper nourishment to keep up 
such a rigorous schedule in good health. 

Big Brother and the Pigs also use scare tactics to gain power. The working class is kept in a constant 

state of fear so that their governments can strip away their freedoms in the name of civil protection. This 
constant reduction of rights undermines the so-called liberty that each government claims to give its people. 

Each government manufactures fear within its civilian populous to carry out their plans. Oceania is in a state 
of interminable war during 1984. The whole while, no ground is gained by either side and alliances switch to 
perpetuate the conflict. The perceived threat that war brings justifies Big Brothers rationing and paranoid 
surveillance of societal deviants, so as long as the war is on no one will question their methods to win it. It is 
even spoken, by the “badthinker” Julia no less, that Oceania fires missiles on its own people to spread fear. 
The Thought Police and the Inner Party train the youth to report any deviance in their parent’s behavior, so 
even the adults are forever scared of being turned in for dissent. Animal Farm’s authorities act just the same. 
Napoleon declares that humanity is constantly trying to overthrow Animal Farm and that Snowball routinely 
stops by the farm to put his insidious plots into effect. The windmill is mysteriously reduced to rubble 
whenever it nears completion, and the animals must rebuild it while in fear of another act of terrorism. After 
making the masses terrified of the outside world, the government proceeds to strip away rights in each novel. 
Big Brother takes away capitalism’s rights of free speech and press among other liberties, putting parties to 
work such as the Thought Police, whose sole responsibility is to punish any free thinkers. Even basic 
animalistic instincts are taken away by Big Brother. The junior Anti-Sex league seeks to make reproduction 
machine-like and imprisons those that exhibit promiscuity. Animal Farm follows the lead and betrays the 
very foundations it was built on. The laws on the barn side are always being altered to benefit the 
increasingly human-like pigs. This is evident when the law that no animal may kill another is changed to no 
animal may kill another without justification. But what is justification? Napoleon defines the right to kill by 
executing animals at random under false charges to exhibit his leadership. Even the basic animal freedom, all 
animals are equal, is tragically altered to fit the pigs at the end to read “All animals are equal, but some 
animals are more equal than others (78).” The flaws of totalitarianism are obvious in these novels, with the 
abuse of the working class and the relinquishing of personal freedoms, the citizens of Oceania and the non-
pigs of Animal Farm share an equal burden and a special link.



Perhaps the most glaring principle of totalitarianism is the rigid caste system it creates. The rank and 
file order of command is almost military, and allows the highly privileged upper class to lead the lower class 
to ruin for their collective benefit.  These tangible boundaries in society are present and obvious in both 
novels. Both governments, even in their early days, create caste systems. In 1984, society broke into three 
distinct classes quickly; the Inner Party, the Outer Party, and the proles. The Inner Party received all of 
the fringe benefits and could do as they pleased, as they were above the law. The Outer Party was educated 
to manufacture propaganda and further party doctrine. The proles, the lowest rank, toiled and labored for the 
upper classes. Animal Farm’s pigs seized power immediately- and why shouldn’t they? They were the 
smartest of the animals, they claimed. The upper class was made up of Jessie’s guard dogs and the Pigs, 
while the lower class (the rest of the farm) did the work and made the food for the farm. One could argue that 
general caste systems are natural in society and will always exist as long as there is diversity. These caste 
systems in particular, however, damaged society and allowed the upper classes to abuse the lower ones. Take 
the Inner Party, for example. While the esteemed Big Brother leaders eat well and educate themselves the 
lower ranks remain filthy and ignorant, and these qualities are used to show the Inner Party’s superiority. The 
interesting relationship here is that the proles, the lower class, have freedom; a benefit the Outer Party 
members don’t even have. However, the reason for this granted liberty is that the proles are so degenerated 
and poor already that freedom does them no good. “Proles and Animals are free (152)” says the Inner Party, 
which is an apt description of how they look upon their proletarians. Animal Farm’s caste system is hurtful 
as well. The pigs are allowed to drink alcohol, break laws, and eat the hard earned food of the other animals, 
who are punished severely for drinking, taking more than their fill, and ignoring the pigs’ rules. The caste 
system even prevents Jessie from rearing her puppies. Napoleon wants to train them as guards for the good 
of the farm, and Jessie cannot question him because of her lower rank, regardless of how atrocious 
Napoleon’s proposition is. Orwell shows just how castes degrade society, and does so with authority and 

clarity in both novels.

Perhaps the totalitarian states’ caste systems could be acceptable if there was the opportunity for 

advancement. There is no hope, however, for moving up in ranks. In 1984, the proles have been in the streets 
for multiple generations and can never run for office or join the Inner Party. Animal Farm has its caste 
system set-in-stone in the form of a birth order; the species of animal that one is born as dictates his place in 
society. Those who even attempt to break free of what society had in store for them are crushed. Goldstein, 
for example, is a hero to all the nonconformists in Oceania’s masses. He cannot, however, change Oceania 
politically. Instead, he is forced out of the country and is the target of constant hate slogans and speeches. 
Snowball in Animal Farm plays a similar role in trying to become a ruler of the people. When he proposes 
the building of the windmill and the people side with him, Napoleon crushes his opponent with Jessie’s 
attack dogs and a bevy of lies. Those who are low on the social ladder become lower and lower.  The proles 
in 1984 have their standard of living reduced every day through excessive rationing in the name of war. The 
non-pigs on Animal Farm are abused more and more every day as well. As the pigs become more power 
hungry, the rights of the beasts of burden are withered to the point of virtual nonexistence, as their equality is 

publicly revoked via the previously mentioned amendment to the barn side constitution. Rigid caste systems 
are clearly present in 1984 and Animal Farm and damage the rights of the lower classes on a daily basis. 
These examples further show how totalitarianism creates the fear to conform to such a cruel, dishonest 
society.


Despite the differences in the structure in the structure of the novels and the species of the characters 
within them, the animals of Animal Farm and the working class of 1984 equally feel the oppression of 
totalitarian rule. These passionate portrayals of strife and greed have caught on and survived due to the 
importance of their messages. Through lies and distortions, cruel leaders take advantage of the spectacular 
efforts of their followers. 1984 and Animal Farm lay bear this sad truth, and will remain as closely linked 
masterpieces within the library of any country that can handle their cold truths.                   
More like you’re a totalitarian
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