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	1997
	2005
	Percentage Change

	State or Province
	Homicide Rate per 100,000
	Homicide Rate
	Between 1997 and 2005

	New Jersey
	4.20 
	4.78 
	+13.81

	Iowa
	1.82
	1.28
	-29.67

	Alabama
	10.29
	8.21
	-20.21

	Texas
	6.83
	6.15
	-9.96

	California
	7.99
	6.93
	-13.27

	Nova Scotia
	2.56
	2.14
	-16.41

	Quebec
	1.80
	1.32
	-26.67

	Ontario
	1.56
	1.74
	+11.54

	Manitoba
	2.72
	4.17
	+53.31

	British Columbia
	2.90
	2.30
	-20.69


In 1997, Alabama was the state with the highest homicide rate, while British Columbia was the province with the highest homicide rate.  Clearly, the United States has the higher homicide rate.  Within the United States, the states in the sunbelt have the highest homicide rates in 1997 and in 2001.  New Jersey has a relatively high homicide rate as well.

For the states, the largest decrease happened in Iowa—there were no states with an increase.  For the provinces, the greatest decrease in homicide rates happened in Quebec, while the greatest increase happened in Manitoba.  The percentage increase and decrease numbers appear high, because homicides are relatively rare—the actual numbers per 100,000 people is small.    

2.11

For all five graphs, there was an increase in the mid 90s followed by a decrease in crime rates.  By the year 2001, the homicide rate was lower than it was in 1984, and it seems to have leveled off at the end of the graph.  Aggravated assault (called assault and battery in California) seems to follow the same pattern as homicides.  The highest crime rate between aggravated assault and robbery was aggravated assault, but it also has decreased in recent years.  The highest crime rates were for auto theft and burglary.  Burglary is the most common crime represented in these graphs.  
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