Homework #1 Key

1.4 

a) Nominal, if just looking at different occupations, ordinal if ranking them according to prestige; discrete

b) Interval; continuous

c) Ordinal; discrete

d) Interval; continuous

e) Nominal; discrete

f) Ordinal; continuous (The letter grades stand for excellent, good, average, below average, and failing, and these are ordinal measures—we arbitrarily assigned an interval scale to them, but we do that for all variables.)

g) Nominal; discrete

h) Ordinal; discrete

i) Nominal; discrete

j) Interval; discrete

1.5

a) Nominal; discrete

b) Ordinal; discrete

c) Ordinal; discrete

d) Interval; continuous

e) Interval; discrete

f) Interval; discrete

g) Ordinal; discrete

h) Interval; discrete

i) Ordinal; continuous

j) Ordinal; discrete

The problem with the above questions is that we tend to measure all variables in discrete categories, even though they are continous variables.  I will not ask a question about discrete and continuous variables on the exam and ask you to determine which one is correct.  However, I will ask several questions about the level of measurement (Nominal, Ordinal, and Interval-Ratio), as this is an important concept all through this course.

