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LCDR Joe Rutkowski has been the commander at the Grenada High School Navy Junior ROTC Unit for the last ten years.  Before that he served over 20 years as a United States Naval Intelligence Officer with operational U.S. government and military units, and other government and military forces from around the world.  During those years he studied and learned about many different specialties including the use of Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines to enforce U.S. foreign policy, and in defense of our own country; he was involved with the development of worldwide private defense department computer networks and computer programs, and the development of computer war-gaming centers to prepare our military forces for the political, military and terrorists threats they would face in the countries and areas they still deploy to today.  

He has studied and written about military and political activities in countries in Central and South America, Europe, the Near East, the Far East, and Africa.  

He provided intelligence support for events such as the fall of the American Embassy in Iran, and the unsuccessful attempt to rescue those hostages, the U.S. air attacks on Libya, the collapse of Lebanon and the bombing of the U.S. Barracks there, various attempts to rescue American hostages taken from commercial airliners and ships in the Middle East, other attempts to provide humanitarian aid to starving African nations and later rescue operations to save U.S. and foreign nationals when embassies have fallen there.

He has four sons, two of which went to Grenada School District schools, and two daughters who adopted him when their mother and his wife went on to heaven.   Three of his children will have graduated from Grenada High School by the end of this month.  One works for a congressman, one is an accountant, one is a nurse and is still in college, one is training to be a medic in the U.S. Army and two still want to go to college.  He is still learning!

