Submission vs. Masochism
Or:
Playing the same game with two sets of rules.
by
jade
Time for a statement.
The time has come that I must make a statement about submission, masochism and bottoming. I have always been very willing to let each person work out their own patterns in the tapestry of their relationship as defined by the terms we know as SM or D/s. For years the two terms, SM and D/s, have been lumped into one large category (BDSM) and submissives or acts of submission could be found in either of the two groups. For me, this was an amiable arrangement and I was quite willing to let everyone have the space to work out their own definitions of what submission was to them. The overwhelming amount of email we've received on this subject has nudged me into making a stand for the first time, at least publicly.
Balancing the equation.
Until today I have not given much credence to the fact that some time ago Lord Colm and I were politely brushed off by a member or two of the "powers that be" in the BDSM community. The reason for this? We were not considered to be a functional TPE couple, for the lack of a better definition. Now, up until this event, I thought we were pretty darned functional and had found a very workable relationship based on the D/s lifestyle. My Master's ability to meet my needs as a submissive was questioned because He did not feel He should "take" control from me but opted to encourage me to "surrender" that control willingly. Today I began to consider this statement about Him not being able to meet my needs. My needs were and are being met quite well, thankyouverymuch, but the light suddenly went on about the nature of that statement. It's so simple that it's kinda of scary that I'd overlooked this for so long. I think the person/s who made this remark substituted one small factor in their equation. Somewhere their reasoning lead to (jade's_needs)=(my_needs). It ended up looking like this: 
(my_needs)+(Lord Colm's methods) = an unhappy relationship
---when in fact the original equation was---
(jade's_needs)+(Lord Colm's methods) = a happy and fulfilling relationship.
The damage done.
How many times have we all been guilty of doing that very thing when looking at someone else's submission or relationship? I suspect we've committed the act more times than we'd like to admit. I suppose this whole issue would be harmless enough if it weren't for the novices who get caught in the backfire of our subtle, and often not so subtle, attempts to glorify our own perspectives of submission and what it means. The innocent wanders into a discussion on the issue of submission or visits a website on the subject and is bombarded with conflicting information. Here is a person who is just coming to grips with the budding feelings of submission and still very unsure of what the lifestyle requires of them and they watch the flaming that goes on in the lifestyle groups or BBS postings with increasing frustration. How many just give up and shove those long suppressed feelings back to where they'd laid for so many years, never to explore them again?
Who does what and why.
The clash of the S/M submissives and D/s submissives has become a resounding clamor of late. (The B/D submissives may find themselves in either group, depending on their motivation and activities.) For the benefit of the novices who might happen to be reading this soapbox speech and are lost by all those letters; S/M=Sado/Masochism, D/s=Dominant/submissive and B/D=Bondage/Discipline. It's time to face the simple facts. There IS a difference in the terms and there IS a difference in the motivation of the ones who surrender their personal power in the two groups. I am weary of fending off the macho-masochistic subs who continue to beat on their pierced-nippled chests shouting how much more submissive they are because they have been whipped, branded, poked full of holes, passed around at the local scene party or humiliated to the lowest form of human life. If that's what you like, then more power to you, but it's not for everyone nor does everyone want or need it and it certainly is not a measure of submission. 
Consider this, there are submissives who do not NEED to have their submission wrestled from them in order to submit. And there are dominants who want no part of the continual struggle to maintain control of a SAMmy who is pushing the limits of the dominant's endurance in order to fulfill their need to be overpowered and punished. Before all those macho bristles rise, I am not saying that one is better than the other. I am merely saying they are different. If you get gratification from pain or humiliation, then be my guest, but allow some credibility to those submissives who gently surrender their personal power as an act of love and devotion to one who has become their dominant One. 
Personal power vs. endurance.
We're talking about surrendering personal power here, not endurance of pain or humiliation that is consensual in nature. The two things are NOT the same and never will be. One person may very eagerly submit to what seems to be extreme activities in the realm of S/M and never surrender control of any other area of their life. Their definition of submission is "submitting to something I like and gives me and my top pleasure." That is bottoming not submission. Once the scene is over and both are satisfied with the results, it ends. Does that make it wrong? No, absolutely not. It's what they want and meets their needs. 
I have seen 24/7 D/s relationships that flourished without any S/M activities whatsoever. Erotic pain is not the motivation for submission. It comes from the nature of the person themselves. Erotic pain is not the reward they seek. They seek fulfillment in surrendering and being taken care of by someone in whom they have put their ultimate trust. Tolerating pain is not the measure of the depth of their surrender. They measure it in their willingness to give up control to the One who has dominance over them. They aren't in it for what they get...they are in it for what they can give. Their surrender of control of what they wear, how they speak and where they sleep in order to please their dominant is just as valid as the one who endures 50 painful lashes of a cane to please theirs. That very submissive who submits willingly to being pierced or branded may violently react at being told what to wear or having to ask to go to the bathroom. It's all in what YOU and YOUR dominant want and need to be happy and fulfilled. (your_needs) does not equal (my_needs) in the equation of happiness.
Recognizing differences and accepting them.
At a recent lecture given by John Warren, Lord Colm and I had the pleasure of meeting a very lovely lady who quickly informed us that she was not a submissive but a bottom. Bottoming is what she found pleasure in doing and found fulfillment in knowing that her bottoming brought enjoyment to the person who was topping her. I admired her wisdom and straightforwardness. So few are able to make the distinctions she'd made in herself. There was no judgmental attitudes, no contention, no scales dragged out to measure who was more of what. We accepted the differences in each other's motivations and respected the other's right to be who and what we were without labeling or flaunting our report cards.
So sisters and brothers, in both groups, let's put down the weapons. This isn't a war that either can win. There's things we share and things on which we're never going to agree. In S/M there are bottoms who are truly submissive but love the higher end of the erotic pain spectrum and in D/s there are submissives who need the same thing but don't base the entirely of the relationship on the pleasure/pain scale. Both are submissive...both have found a way to make it work for them. Who has the right to judge them or their dominant/top? No one, least of all you or I or the bottom who doesn't have a clue about this whole thing. Just because a gentle soul shows up in your midst without sporting bruises or welts, don't assume they're not in a power exchange as dynamic as your own. Today she willingly handed over control of a personal issue that took just as much strength and courage as you exhibited when you submitted to the whip. And her dominant was just as proud and pleased by her as your own of you. That's all that really matters, isn't it?
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