Course Syllabus for Earth/Space Honors Science 2008-2009
Course Description:
The purpose of this course is to develop and apply concepts basic to the Earth, its materials, processes, history and environment in space.  The content will include, but will not be limited to the following:
· the nature of science

· the universe and solar system

· the developmental cycle of stars

· the Earth-Moon system

· space exploration

· formation of igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks

· identification and classification of rocks and minerals

· geological divisions of the earth

· formation of land and basic mountain types

· fundamentals of plate tectonics

· formation of rivers and water systems

· glaciers

· hydrologic cycle

· physical oceanography

· meteorology, including development of hazardous weather, weather mapping, weather systems, frontal development, and satellite imagery

· types of soil and erosion

· renewable and nonrenewable energy sources

Attendance:

Your attendance will be essential in receiving credit for the course.  We will follow the high school attendance policy which means excessive absences may result in failure to receive credit for the course.  If a student is absent, it is the student’s responsibility to get all work missed.  We will follow the school’s make-up work policy which allows a day of make-up for each day absent.  
Student Conduct:

Students will abide by the SWMS Code of Conduct, the classroom rules and the lab safety rules.  In addition, there will be no food, drinks, or gum permitted in the class.  Failure to follow these rules may result in warning, parent contact, lunch detention, or a referral.

Supplies:
Students will need to have the following supplies each day for class:
· Paper (both lined and graph)
· Pencils/Highlighter
· Logbook (composition notebook)

· Calculator

· 1 3 ring binder  (1 inch)
Grades:

A final course grade of A or B will earn the student one high school credit.  It is recommended that middle school students with a C or lower in this course enroll in Integrated I Regular or Honors in 9th grade and receive middle school science credit only.

Grades will be calculated by the number points a student accumulates divided by the total points possible for the course.  Students will receive points in the following categories:
· Tests and Quizzes




· Projects and Presentations




· Classwork/Homework




· FCAT Daily Bell Work and Lab Participation

Mid Term/ Final Exam:

The district will provide the midterm and final exam for the class.  The two-hour exams will be given at the end of each semester and will comprise 20% of each semester grade.  
A few words of encouragement: 
Although science concepts can at times be difficult to grasp, you can be successful in this course.  Lack of effort is the main reason students do not pass.  Failure to complete assignments, non-participation, being unprepared, and most of all not asking for help are all unnecessary and avoidable problems.  I will do everything I can to help you but it’s up to you to put forth the effort that will determine your success.  Science is an extremely enjoyable subject and I intend to teach it as one.  Together we will make this an exciting year uncovering our fascinating planet!  
Mr. Scott Barker
Southwest Middle School: (407) 370-7200 ext. 266

Room: 930

barkers@ocps.net
www.geocities.com/dolphinscience8
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