Unit Plan for Language Arts

	CLASS
	All English Language Arts classes



	TOPIC
	Antigone

	STANDARDS
	2-H3 Writing Process

2-H4 Persuasive and Descriptive techniques for writing; 

2-H5 literary devices 

6-H3 identify, analyze, and respond to classic and contemporary literature

7-H1 reading comprehension strategies

	SKILLS
	reading, writing process, analysis of drama and the literary devices involved, acting

	TIME
	4 weeks (including digressions to research essay in progress)

	OBJECTIVES
	Students will read and respond to dramatic texts, comprehending and utilizing the involved literary devices through discussion and annotation.

 Students will also write using the steps of the writing process, mastering descriptive and persuasive techniques.

	MATERIALS
	Photocopied text of Antigone, papier mache and art materials for masks

	ACTIVITIES
	· Introduction to Greek society and theatre, philosophy, hope, Golden Age (1 day)

· Introduction to Drama as literature, dramatic, structure and literary elements, staging; blocking and acting exercises (1 day)

· Read p. 811-819 through Ode 1 to discuss characters and the notion of character, explore descriptive techniques, write descriptive paragraphs of character of choice and apply that description to making Greek theatrical masks (5 days)

· Read pp. 820-829 to discuss dialogue and persuasive techniques, use masks for acting and expression through written text without facial expressions, reading expressively and public speaking (Creon’s speeches), persuasive writing through analysis of speeches in dialogue, instruction of persuasive writing (4 days)

· Read p. 829- end to explore chorus, acting, plot and theme; small group development of choral reading/ strophe-antistrophe; reteaching and review through putting together whole package, discussing staging (3 days)
· Final draft of persuasive essay, oral exam through performance of speech of choice, written exam (3 days)


	FOLLOW-UP
	· Utilize annotation assessment for individual follow-up as starting point for conferences
· Small group paraphrasing collaboration as reading continues

· See final two bullets under activities for reteaching of initial literary techniques to be used as follow-up 

	ASSESSMENT/

EVALUATION
	· Two written pieces- descriptive and persuasive paragraphs- will show application of writing process and techniques

· Perform speech or passage in choral groups, in pairs, or alone- will demonstrate grasp of play’s theme, understanding of class lectures, and public speaking

· Written exam to test cognitive skills including reading comprehension and literary analysis
· Notebook check for annotation of text
· Formative assessment through oral exam- ask questions to probe comprehension


