Mission File: 


Resourcefulness.





Operation Date: 


N/A





Background:


Due to low resources in NAO, the team must head to the excavation site to extract more minerals. As it is possible that hostiles may be in the area due to the increased API/BS activity, full weapon kits will be brought. The team will be brought to Objective Alpha in a K3 transport with all necessary equipment.  





Mission Objectives:


To extract the primary resources, titanium, aluminum and iron.





Expected Resistance:


Possible, yet unlikely contact with API/BS or Arkunian Dinosaurs. 





De-Brief: 


On a clear, sunny, warm, and humid day, the present X-COM team emerged from the forest aboard an Ascadian Unarmored Personel Carrier. (The civilian issue UPC was used because all the standard APCs were in the shop. :p) The team surveyed the mountainous area through the windows of the UPC, also spying the cave not far ahead of them. The UPC soon stopped in front of the mine cave, and the team exited to secure the area only to be interrupted by a sudden short tremor in the ground. The team was left a bit confused, since there were no reports of such seismic activity before… But the questions were suddenly answered, as a loud roaring sound (Indicating a very big creature) came from the forest in the distance. Confusion was turned into mild fear, as the team drew their weapons in the direction of the sudden roar… Private Xiggores, however, cared little what the roar was and began firing his X-COM Rifle in it’s direction, likely informing it of the team’s presence if it hadn’t known already. Doctor Yorke moved in and quickly disarmed Private Xiggores of his firearm, throwing it to the ground and reprimanding him accordingly.





Then out of the blue, the trees in the distance had started shaking and toppling. And out emerged a gigantic helluva tough Arkunian T-Rex, it had certainly spotted the team and had begun to charge for them. At the sight of it, the entire team raised their weapons, letting loose a massive barrage of gunfire in the dinosaur’s direction… Except for Private Xiggores who ran away screaming in the other direction… A number of direct hits were made on the T-Rex, but it’s hide was unnaturally tough and deflected the bullets with ease. Commander Weindhoven had then called a full retreat back into the UPC, seeing it was useless to combat the beast with conventional weaponry. Everyone had managed to make it back aboard save for Private Xiggores, who had run off in fear, and Private McBannok, who tripped over a rock onto his face. Commander Weindhoven had recalled Private Xiggores back to the UPC and had run over to help up Private McBannok. As the three finally reentered the UPC with the rest of the squad it was too late, the T-Rex had closed in and rammed the UPC, sending it tumbling into the mine. The squad inside tumbled about like clothes in a washing machine, smacking into each other and the onboard furnishing. The UPC eventually came to rest, the team was battered and bruised now and needed an emergency extraction. Commander Weindhoven then ordered an immediate distress signal to the Ascadians in orbit around the planet, which was promptly done by Sergeant Howardson on the UPC radio. Meanwhile, as the team got their bearings straight, the T-Rex had rampaged into the cave roaring. Private McBannok reacted quickly, bring his rifle to bear and planting a single shot in the eye, somehow managing to hit a critical part of the Dinosaur’s brain causing it to collapse lifelessly on the ground. The now dead T-Rex was then followed in by eight Arkunian Raptors which immediately stopped at the cave entrance, the X-COM team retreated further into the mine while shooting back, but the swift maneuvers of the Raptors was a little too much for anyone to land a single shot. The Raptors decided to then split up, five of them went running off into different sections of the cavern and disappeared while three just charged right for the team, roaring in their own ferocious way. Privates Stax and Goorit had halted their retreat and turned to fire on the pursuing dinosaurs, along with Doctor Yorke who took a kneeling position and fired as well. The Privates each managed to knock a Raptor dead, while Yorke only managed to tag one in the leg sending it skidding forward onto the ground on it’s side. Despite the hostiles being down and out, Private Xiggores had continued his retreat into the mine, forcing Private Stax to run him down and tackle him. After a brief struggle between the two, Private Stax eventually released Private Xiggores, and were promptly interrupted by the screams of an Ascadian from deep within the mine accompanied by the familiar sound of fusion gunfire. The team prepared themselves and got into covering positions aimed at the sounds of screaming and fusion shots, soon finding an API soldier running out from the shadows while shooting behind him… Not yet noticing the squad of X-COM troops it ran right into Corporal Jackson before anyone could react, sending both parties onto the ground. The Ascadian recovered but accidentally dropped it’s fusion weapon, Corporal Jackson also recovered but it took a few seconds for him to return to reality after the sudden collision.





Commander Weindhoven ordered the team to reassume firing positions while Sergeant Howardson held the retreating API at gunpoint and interrogated it as to what it was doing there. Sadly, all Sergeant Howardson could divulge was that the “Dinosaurs were eating the Ascadians” and that “They needed help.” However, it was only to keep the Sergeant preoccupied in thought, as the Ascadian leapt out of his reach and retreated into the shadows, only to get it’s head bitten off by a Raptor that suddenly emerged from the darkness. Privates Goorit, Bradly, and Stax opened fire on the Raptor instinctively, Private Goorit managed a good head shot while Private Bradly tagged it several times in the legs… Private Stax’s aim was hindered, however, as Private Xiggores had clung onto his arms in fear. A mild argument then brewed between Privates Goorit, Stax, and Xiggores as to the young scientist’s competence in the field… As the rest of the team attempted to get their bearings straight, Private Bradly got a gut feeling of danger and was suddenly ambushed by a big ferocious Raptor from behind the ruined UPC. The entire team was ready this time, and let loose a rain of bullets onto the Raptor, turning it into red chunks of flesh, unfortunately a shot to the jaw sent one of it’s teeth tearing into Corporal Fléche’s leg in a painful freak incident. It was then, after some more slander from his team mates, the Private Xiggores finally announced he was in possession of a Motion Scanner and activated it.





As Doctor Yorke moved over to tend to Corporal Fléche’s wounds, Private Xiggores detected contacts all around the team in the darkness of the cave. It was safe to assume that they were now surrounded, and as a hiss came from the darkness Private Xiggores dropped the scanner to the ground in panic, causing the device to break into pieces. Another five Raptors emerged from the darkness charging for the team, the entire team opened fire, Sergeant Howardson wasn’t quick enough however, as a Raptor charged and head butted him into the UPC before he could react. Private Xiggores finally gained the courage to fight back, but being unarmed he attempted to hit an oncoming Raptor with a high kick to the head only to get his left foot bitten right off. Unlike the rest, Corporal Jackson raised his weapon in time to gun down a Raptor running towards him and Private Goorit managed to take another two down while covering Corporal Fléche. A quick shot from Private Stax managed to take down the Raptor over Private Xiggores, Corporal Jackson turned his fire and gunned down Sergeant Howardson’s Raptor just before it could to bite his head off.


�At this point, Doctor Yorke had finished with Corporal Fléche’s wounded leg and immediately moved over to Private Xiggores’ severed foot, placing it in a containment unit to preserve it and began applying pain killers and other crap to his leg stump. Meanwhile, the rest of the team hears the sound of armored footsteps and screaming Ascadians from within the cave once again, slowly getting louder, indicating they were getting closer. It wasn’t long before four API soldiers ran into view, obviously running from something else, into the squad of X-COM soldiers. Yet another Raptor leapt from the darkness onto one of the running Ascadians, pinning it to the ground and devouring it’s raw flesh as another jumped out taking down yet another Ascadian to the ground. Doctor Yorke expedited bandaging Private Xiggores wound, and Private Stax ran over and dragged the crippled scientist to safety behind a rock near the UPC. Private Goorit and Corporal Jackson opened fire on the two Raptors tearing apart the API soldiers, each taking one out as the rest of the team was uncertain whether they should open fire or not. The two remaining Ascadian APIs stood in place, staring horrified in the general direction of the squad. At first it was assumed that they were surprised at being saved by a bunch of ‘humans’ but then one of them pointed behind the squad at the UPC wreckage.





Commander Weindhoven had turned around to look at the UPC, only to come face-to-face with another Raptor just inches away. It was suddenly knocked down before a reaction could be made, by pistol fire from Private Xiggores. Just in time for the Allied Ascadian E’Colus transport to land right outside the cave entrance. The team’s comm. system cackled with an Ascadian voice indicating that their evacuation service had arrived. At that, the whole team abandoned the mission and boarded the E’Colus… But not before a small team of Ascadian demolitionists rigged the entrance of the mine to explode and collapse in on itself with a “Thermonuclear Boom.”





The team escaped, the mine blown up. The mission was a brutal failure. 


 


[color=red][b]**MISSION COMPLETED UNSUCCESSFULLY**[/color][/b]





Participating X-COM Officers:


Commander Weindhoven


Sergeant Howardson


Sergeant Yorke


Corporal Fléche


Corporal Jackson


Private Bradly


Private McBannok (AKA Saber Warrior)


Private Goorit. (Promoted to Corporal)


Private Stax


Private Xiggores





Enemy Casualties:


13 Arkunian Raptors, confirmed KIA.


1 Arkunian Tyrannosaurus Rex, unconfirmed KIA.


3 API Soldiers, confirmed KIA.


2API Soldiers, Confirmed KIA.





Friendly Casualties:


Private Xiggores, severe leg trauma from Raptor bite. Left foot severed from main body. [i]Critical, patient expected to receive prosthetic replacement.[/i]


Corporal Fléche, flying Raptor tooth wound in left leg. [i]Minor.[/i]


The rest of the team received minor bruising from the tumble of the UPC early in the mission. [i]Insignificant.[/i]


Sergeant Howardson, mild concussion from being thrusted head-first into a UPC. [i]Minor[/i].








Recovered Technology:


None.





Lost Equipment:


One Ascadian Unarmored Personel Carrier, crippled by Dinosaur attack. (Annihilated by “Thermonuclear Boom”.)


Private Xiggores, one Motion Scanner shattered on the ground due to impulsive nervous behaviour, one X-COM standard Rifle disarmed by Sergeant Yorke, one basic Vacc. Suit discarded due to excessive amount of human waste found inside afterwards…











Promotions:


Private Goorit, promoted to Corporal for excellent performance in the field of battle.





<<I assume Xiggores leg is mechanical now, unless Doctor Yorke performs somewhat of a miracle… Am I to decide whether this is so or not? Or is this someone else’s choice, like Yorke’s?>>





