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Directed Reading Activity

My Ishmael: “The Cresent, Part II” (beginning through “It is amazing…”)
Write on the board: Why is or is it not important to adapt or change laws when an event has a changing effect on your way of life?
Eliciting Prior Knowledge: 

1. Explain that security laws in the United States have been changed since the terrorist attacks on September 11th. The government adapted these regulations to include stricter security at airports and government buildings. They wanted to change the security laws because of the 9/11 terrorist attacks. Why is or is it not important to adapt or change security laws in the United States since the 9/11 terrorist attacks that changed our way of life? 
2. Explain that sometimes we do not like the changes in laws that occur because of a specific event, but we accept the inconveniences that come with the changes. Give example of DUI license plate color change. Then ask: What are other examples of law changes or adaptations that are sometimes met with resistance? 
3. We have just read the chapter, “The Fertile Cresent.” How did the law adaptation or change of Erratic Retaliator to Annihilator affect the Leavers?
Purpose for Reading

Read pages 107 to 113, “The Cresent, Part II  (from the beginning to ‘It is amazing…’)” to find why it is or is not important to adapt or change laws when an event has a changing effect on one’s way of life, in your view and in the author’s view? 

Discussion
1. Why is or is it not important to adapt or change laws when an event has a changing effect on one’s way of life, in your view and in the author’s? Support your answer using passages from the text.
2. One part of this issue is how parts of a culture can be negatively affected when laws are changed or adapted. For example, the cultural ways of the old tribal boundaries were “meaningless now.” Quinn expresses this loss when he says: “All the old tribal ways were equally meaningless in the new world order being built by the Takers. It is pointless for the Hullas to teach their children what has worked for Hullas for tens of thousands of years, because they were no longer Hullas.” What does this passage say to you about how parts of a culture can be negatively affected by law changes and adaptations?
3. Another part of the issue of law changes or adaptations and events that have had a changing affect on one’s way of life is that even the lawmakers don’t abide by the new law or regulation. Quinn states that “the very officials that you elect to uphold the laws break them.” How does this deviance from “good” modeling relate to Quinn’s view on the Taker’s law changes and adaptations?
4. Explain your interpretation of the following passage and what is says about why is or is it not important to adapt or change laws when an event has a changing effect on one’s way of life
· “Nothing in the tribal way of the Takers prepared them for the responsibility they undertook when they overran their neighbors at the beginning of the revolution.” (109)

· “To the tribal mind, it’s asinine to formulate a law that you know is going to be disobeyed. To formulate a law that you know is going to e disobeyed is to bring the whole concept of law into disrepute.” (112)
Three key Quotes that are related to the central idea. The quotes will be used to guide students’ interpretations. 

1. “Nothing in the tribal way of the Takers prepared them for the responsibility they undertook when they overran their neighbors at the beginning of the revolution.” (109)
2. “All the old tribal ways were equally meaningless in the new world order being built by the Takers. It is pointless for the Hullas to teach their children what has worked for Hullas for tens of thousands of years, because they were no longer Hullas.” (111)
3. “To the tribal mind, it’s asinine to formulate a law that you know is going to be disobeyed. To formulate a law that you know is going to e disobeyed is to bring the whole concept of law into disrepute.” (112)
