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What’s Your Excuse?

In the parable before us today, a man prepares a great banquet.  He invites his friends and the socially elite.  Everyone invited begins to make excuses why they aren’t coming.  Irate, the man tells his servant to go out and get anyone he can to be at the banquet.  Finally, he says, “Not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.”

What does all this mean?  So they didn’t want to go to a party.  What’s the big deal?  Here’s the deal.  The banquet is the kingdom that Christ came to establish.  The kingdom of heaven.  The man preparing the banquet is God.  The invitation is the proclamation of the Gospel.  The servant is His called messenger.  Where do we fit in?  We’re the ones making the excuses.  

Excuses are made everywhere today.  We all make them.  The situation doesn’t matter.  Parents ask their children why their room isn’t clean.  The children say they were watching TV.  You see someone in Wal-Mart you’d rather not talk to.  You dart into another aisle hoping they won’t see you.  Eventually, you manage to run into them.  “We saw you on the other side of the store.  Why didn’t you come say, ‘Hi’?”  You probably know the response by heart … “Oh!  I didn’t see you.  Sorry ‘bout that.”  Excuses are everywhere.  What’s your excuse?  Why don’t you want to come to the banquet?

“The first said, ‘I have just bought a field.’”  This man was looking more into an investment he made rather than the investment God wanted to make in him.  Do you find yourself doing this?  Farmers, would you rather be out working in your field instead of being here, enjoying the banquet God has prepared for us?  Do you find yourself consulting the Farmer’s Almanac more often than the Bible for your livelihood?  We have an investment in the future value of our property.  We hate to lose money on our investments.  How do you think God feels when you spurn His invitation?  When you decide to be somewhere else instead of here?  He’s invested a great deal into you.  He’s given you your life … both physical and spiritual.  What kind of return are you giving him?  Is it an active return?  Or are you just managing excuses?

This question is the thrust behind the Third Commandment:  “Remember the Sabbath by keeping it holy.”  How do we keep the Sabbath holy?  By coming to God’s house and hearing the Word being preached.  Letting God build upon his investment.  Fertilizing the soil of your soul.  Making an excuse isn’t an option.  By using this excuse, we aren’t saying we can’t come (like we have the option of choosing).  We’re saying we don’t want to come and there’s no one who can make us come.  This is a definite sin against the third commandment.

“Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen.’”  As Americans, we collect stuff.  We want the best gizmos and gadgets that we can afford.  We feel that we need these things to make our lives more enjoyable.

A good example of this is a man I worked for while I was in college.  He’d plop down four … five thousand dollars a year for a new, top-of-the-line computer.  Every year, he’d take his old one and hand it down to a family member or just throw it in the trash.  It was ridiculous!  But he had to have the best of everything … best video card, fastest processor, fastest modem.  All this for something he used to keep a database for his flock of homing pigeons.

This is an utter waste of what God has invested in us.  His return on God’s investment would be equivalent to the stock market crashing.  His own personal happiness due to his collection of things was his primary concern.  Not being at the banquet for his eternal happiness and fulfillment.

“Still another said, ‘I just got married.’”  Finally!!  A good Jewish excuse!!  Jewish law mandated that a man who had been married less than a year should not be asked to do military service or have any major duty laid upon him.  He’s supposed to enjoy married life for a while.  

Good excuse, huh?  No.  It fails to answer the invitation.  There’s no major duty being asked by attending the banquet.  It’s a free invitation being given.  He doesn’t want to be there if it’s free.  He wants to be able to earn his way into the banquet.  A free invitation means little to him.

Isn’t that a lot like us?  We invest in everything we can.  It’s something we do with what God has given us.  How is it then that we find it so hard to accept this free invitation?  Why do we feel that we have to earn our way into the banquet?  By nature, we like passages like “If a man will not work, he shall not eat.”  That’s the American way.  We work for those things where we invest.  We’re trained by society to be leery of anything offered to us for free.  We want to be sure that we get the proper credit for what we’ve done.

However, this is only one side of this excuse.  Let’s look at it from another angle.  Today we celebrate Father’s Day.  It’s one of the holidays we have set aside to pay respect to a specific member of our family.  Family is very important to us.  We would do anything to protect our families.

However, many times family is used as an excuse.  I don’t know how many times I’ve heard people say they can’t do things like they used to because they have kids.  We use our spouses as reasons we can’t visit the people we don’t really like to visit.  We can’t go to a restaurant in Fairview because the kids have a soccer game in Red Bud.  

We make excuses because that’s what we’re good at.  How does all this relate to the parable?  What happens when the servant returns with the excuses offered.

 “The master of the house became angry and ordered his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame. … Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full.’”  God is greatly offended by the excuses.  He condemns those who excuse themselves from His assembly.  At the end of the parable, he says, “Not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.”  Giving excuses only angers God.  He is offering a free invitation.  Nothing we have to do to get it.  No strings attached.  It’s free.  However, we can’t accept free.  It doesn’t seem right.  It doesn’t seem fair.

You’re right.  It’s not fair.  God has sent the invitation out.  The Gospel is being proclaimed throughout the world.  Throughout the world, people are making excuses not to accept it.  Is it too good to be true?  Some think so.  Is it hard to understand?  Yes.  Is it true?  Absolutely.

Those who the servant brought into the banquet.  Why weren’t they invited in the first place?  Let’s see.  They’re poor.  They don’t fit the criterion of being a member of the socially elite.  They’re crippled.  They can’t move quickly enough.  They’re blind.  They can’t see where they’re going or what they’re doing.  They’re lame.  They can’t move under their own power at all.  These are the people who enjoyed the banquet.  Through Christ, we are these people enjoying the banquet.

WHAT?!?!  We’re poor, crippled, blind and lame?!  We were.  

We were poor because we had nothing to bring to save ourselves.  As we sang earlier, which seems so long ago now, we came just as we are.  The Holy Spirit called us by the invitation of the Gospel to come and partake of the kingdom which Christ has purchased with His own blood by bringing us to our Baptism.  This is the free gift He gives when His mercy calls us.  We were given the keys to the kingdom.  We are no longer poor, but rich beyond our wildest imaginations.  He who invested us with our very lives renews our physical lives and gives us the gift of eternal life.

We were crippled because we have broken by sin by the crushing force of the Law.  Our flesh is frail.  We cannot fulfill the Law on our own.  God knows this.  That’s why He sent His Son into the world to take on our flesh.  He lived the perfect life so that we could be brought into the banquet.  His blood covers our sins, making us whole again.  Therefore we are no longer crippled but whole.

We were blind because the flesh cannot understand spiritual matters.  We thought we understood what God wanted.  However, we did the exact opposite.  God gave us the Law.  Our natural reason thought we should be able to keep it.  However, we failed miserably.  Christ came into the world as a human being to open our eyes.  He fulfilled the Law perfectly because we couldn’t.  His obedience is given to us and our eyes are opened to what return God wants on His investment.  We are no longer blind.  We see and praise God for his mercy.

We were lame because we tried to keep the Law for ourselves.  Every time we thought we succeeded, something came along to take our legs out from under us.  Eventually, we spent more time trying to pick ourselves up off the ground than trying to obey the Law.  The invitation came to us and we realized that we could not, can not and will never keep the Law perfectly.  Christ gives us the Holy Spirit to guide us in our lives here on earth.  It is this indwelling of the Holy Spirit that makes us no longer lame.  We can walk into the presence of God, confessing our sins and receiving His forgiveness.

This is the invitation that went out then.  It still goes out now through His called Servants.  Jesus Christ, the true Son of God, was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man.  He suffered upon the cross of Calvary to save us from the condemnation awaiting the world.  He rose from the dead to (further)
 prove His divinity.  He ascended into Heaven to prepare a place for us.  

This is the banquet which we have been brought into through God’s Word and Sacraments.  The coming of our ascended Lord is the final return on God’s investment.  It is then that he will reward us for the returns He has worked through His investment in us.  There will be no need for excuses then.  Nothing else will matter.

Lord, help us to look forward to this day and not try to excuse ourselves from the work you would do through us.  Amen.

� Not sure if this should be in here.  Leaving it in for comments and thoughts.


� Not sure about the prayer at the end.  May change it to some sort of concluding remark, but I’m trying my best not to end on a note of Law.  Any suggestions would be greatly appreciated.
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