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Ezekiel 47:1-12; John 19:33-34
Good Friday


Water From the Temple

1.
Look at Him.  Look at Jesus hanging on the Cross.  Do you see Him?  Do you hear the taunts? (“He saved others, but He cannot save Himself”; “You who would destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself!”)  Do you see the blood dripping from the nail wounds?  Can you feel the thorns digging into His head?  Can you feel the sting of the blood dripping into His eyes?  Can you feel the heaviness as He struggles to lift Himself up so He can take a breath to keep from suffocating?  Do you comprehend the agony and torment?  Are you filled with righteous indignation against those who put Him there?  You should be!  Be angry with the Jews who killed Christ.  Be angry with the Romans who crucified Him.  Most of all, be angry with yourself.  You killed Christ.  Your sin is why He’s hanging there.  You should be the one suffering the agony and torment—not just for six hours but for all eternity.  If our Lord returns and gives you and me what we deserve, we’ll understand the hell Jesus suffered on the Cross.  What you and I need is not just a little forgiveness.  What we need is a whole flood of forgiveness.  Thankfully, that what God promises to us through his prophet Ezekiel and gives to us through His Son’s Cross.

2.
On this holy night, Ezekiel describes a vision God is showing him.  It’s a vision of a new Temple—not a temple made with brick and mortar like the one in Jerusalem.  This is a Temple far greater, a temple no human hands could possibly create.  Our text comes near the end of  Ezekiel’s description of this Temple.  Let me read it now.

Then he brought me back to the door of the house; and behold, water was flowing from under the threshold of the house toward the east, for the house faced east. And the water was flowing down from under, from the right side of the house, from south of the altar.  He brought me out by way of the north gate and led me around on the outside to the outer gate by way of the gate that faces east. And behold, water was trickling from the south side. 

When the man went out toward the east with a line in his hand, he measured a thousand cubits, and he led me through the water, water reaching the ankles.  Again he measured a thousand and led me through the water, water reaching the knees. Again he measured a thousand and led me through the water, water reaching the loins.  Again he measured a thousand; and it was a river that I could not ford, for the water had risen, enough water to swim in, a  river that could not be forded. 

He said to me, "Son of man, have you seen this?" Then he brought me back to the bank of the river.  Now when I had returned, behold, on the bank of the river there were very many trees on the one side and on the other.  Then he said to me, "These waters go out toward the eastern region and go down into the Arabah; then they go toward the sea, being made to flow into the sea, and the waters of the sea become fresh.  "It will come about that every living creature which swarms in every place where the river goes, will live. And there will be very many fish, for these waters go there and the others become fresh; so everything will live where the river goes.  "And it will come about that fishermen will stand beside it; from Engedi to Eneglaim there will be a place for the spreading of nets Their fish will be according to their kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea, very many.  "But its swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they will be left for salt.  "By the river on its bank, on one side and on the other, will grow all kinds of trees for food Their leaves will not wither and their fruit will not fail They will bear every month because their water flows from the sanctuary, and their fruit will be for food and their leaves for healing."
God shows Ezekiel a stream of water flowing from the Temple.  What do you think this water from the Temple is?

3.
Water is essential to life.  In the Old Testament, it symbolizes God’s purity.  A couple of weeks ago, we heard from this pulpit the story of the Samaritan woman to whom Jesus offered living water so that she would never thirst (John 4:10).  It is a combination of these two ideas which Ezekiel is revealing to us tonight.  This water which flows from the Temple is living water.  It sweetens the foul water it comes into contact with.  That same water sweetens our sin-filled hearts so that they are pure in God’s sight.  In Ezekiel’s vision, the water nourishes the trees which line the stream so that those trees will never wither and constantly bear fruit.  The same water nourishes our faith so that it never withers and enriches our lives so that we constantly bear the fruit of good works.  This life-giving water is what brings us from Ezekiel to the Cross on Good Friday.  It is on Good Friday, after Jesus has given up His spirit and died, that water flows from His side.  Water flowing from a hole where a spear had been thrust into Him.

4.
Where does Ezekiel say the water comes from?  It’s from the Temple—the sanctuary.  Whatever that water comes from gives the water its life-giving power.  How does this relate to Good Friday?  Jesus and His disciples are in Jerusalem for Passover a couple of years before Good Friday.  Jesus cleared the Temple of the moneychangers and merchants and said, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it again” (2:19).  Jesus wasn’t talking about Herod’s Temple in Jerusalem where he was standing.  Jesus was talking about His body.  His body where the fullness of the Trinity dwells.  His body that is the location of true worship.  The Temple of His body would be destroyed when it was hung on a Cross.  However, three days later, the Temple of His body would be raised again by the power of God.  The Temple God showed Ezekiel has water trickling out from the right side of the gate.  So too Christ.  Where did the spear pierce our Lord?  On his right side.  The life-giving water which flowed from the body of the crucified and dead Jesus of Nazareth flowed from his right side.  Thus fulfilling another prophecy by His death.

5.
The water flows from the Temple.  Where does the water go?  In Ezekiel’s vision, the water continues to flow eastward.  The further it flows, the deeper it gets.  Isn’t that like the living water which trickled down Jesus’ side?  It signified to the soldiers that Jesus was dead.  His work on earth was completed.  Our salvation had been won.  The water which trickled down his side flows on through history—backwards and forwards.  The further it flows from the Cross, the deeper it gets.  It’s a trickle for those who are standing at the foot of the Cross.  The ones for whom Jesus says, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they are doing” (Luke 23:34).  It flows deeper to cover the sins of Nero and the other persecutors of the Church.  It flows backward to cover the sins of Israel and Judah that sent those nations into exile.  Forward to cover the sins of Mohammed and the Crusaders who fought against those Muslims.  Backward to cover David’s sin with Bathsheba.  Forward to cover the prejudice of the Ku Klux Klan and Hitler.  Deeper and wider still to cover Adam and Eve’s sin in the Garden.  Finally it becomes a river which cannot be forded to cover our sins.  This living water flows from the Cross to wash our sins away.  It makes us pure again.  Jesus’ perfect obedience to the Law washes over you and me.  As the torrent overtakes us, it floods each of us here with the blessings of eternal life.  And nourished by that flood of forgiveness we can’t help, but bear spiritual fruit.  The living water that flows from Jesus on the Cross covers the entirety of creation as a flood.  A flood of forgiveness.  A flood of blessing.  A flood of reconciliation.

6.
Reconciliation.  That’s what Jesus was accomplishing for us on the Cross.  That is what we remember on this solemn night.  He accomplished this reconciliation through His bloody sacrifice.  His perfect life and death.  A death proven to the Roman soldiers by a stream of water trickling down from a spear wound in His side.  A stream of living water that floods our hearts and lives tonight.  As Ezekiel saw in his vision, “where the torrent flows everything shall live” (47:9).  In the name of the source of this living water.  Amen.
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