June 19, 2005
Romans 5:12-17
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Father’s Day

After Pentecost (A)


The Tale of Two Fathers

1.
Since becoming a father myself, Father’s Day has become one of my favorite holidays.  I’m reminded of one episode of the old “Cosby” show.  Cliff wanted to remind his children that Father’s Day and his birthday were just as important as Mother’s Day and Claire’s birthday.  He was hoping to teach them to give his future presents more thought than his past presents.  To emphasize his point, Cliff went into his closet and pulled out every Father’s Day and birthday present he’d been given by his children.  Ties galore were draped around his neck.  A jogging suit was around his body.  A visor was placed on his head.  The one things all the gifts had in common—other than being gaudy—was that all of them lit up.  The idea of light can help us understand what St. Paul is telling us in our text for today (Romans 5:12-17):

12Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned— 13for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law. 14Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come. 

    15But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man's sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. 17For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

2.
St. Paul tells us the tale of two fathers—Adam and God.  These two fathers were once very close.  When God created Adam, God created him in His own image.  Adam was a mirror of God.  Adam was a child of light because God is light as we said in our Introit, “The Lord is my light and my salvation” (Psalm 27:1).  Adam decided that being a mirror of God—you could even say a “little” God—wasn’t good enough.  Satan convinced him that there was something missing in his mirroring of God.  Adam thought that God would want him to be a better mirror.  This knowledge of good and evil would help him to be more like God.  That should be a God-pleasing thing!  However, his act forever darkened the light of God in the human soul.  It’s not like turning down a dimmer switch.  This was Satan and Adam blowing out the light bulb in the human soul.  Our souls are also darkened because of blown bulbs.  Blown bulbs because we are children of Adam.  As we just sang, “All mankind fell in Adam’s fall, One common sin infects us all” (TLH 369, 1).

3.
This common sin that infects all of humanity is the greatest gift our father Adam could give to us his children.  Let’s think about this for a moment.  Picture a room in your home.  You flip the light switch and the bulb blows.  You’re standing in the doorway of this dark room.  It’s night outside so you really can’t see much—if anything—inside the room.  How do you fix the problem?  You grope around in the darkness and change the light bulb, right?  You get a new bulb to replace the one that’s blown.  You would think it would be the same with the light in our souls, wouldn’t you?  But it’s not.  Adam couldn’t replace the light he lost because he doesn’t have what it takes.  All Adam had was a burnt-out, darkened soul to pass on to us.

4.
How do we get out of the darkness?  How can the bulb in our soul be replaced?  We can’t do it.  People have tried to do it since the Fall.  People yearn to have something fill the void caused by the darkness of sin and death.  But it’s not humanly possible.  We try to replace the light of God with something else, but the bulb wouldn’t fit the socket.  There’s a God-sized socket with a burnt-out bulb in our souls.  We try to replace it with Allah.  It doesn’t fit.  It’s like putting a square peg into a round hole.  We try to replace the bulb by doing more good deeds.  Our bulb’s too little.  We can’t do enough good works to make the bulb big enough.  We try to replace the bulb with our jobs.  But we don’t know what tomorrow might bring.  The stock market could crash bringing your business to a screeching halt.  Your boss may find someone who can do your job better than you.  The bulb is an irregular shape.  It’s humanly impossible to replace the bulb.  Adam couldn’t do it.  Neither can we.  We still have our darkened souls from Adam.  Adam couldn’t pass along an enlightened soul to his children.  As Dr. Phil is very fond of saying, “You can’t give away what you don’t have.”

5.
How do we get out of the darkness?  How can the bulb be replaced?  The answer’s in the socket.  It’s a particular size and shape.  It only allows one size and shape of bulb.  It’s a bulb that only one manufacturer makes—God.  After all, He created light in the first place.  When we began our service this morning, we asked Him to “shine upon us … while within Thy courts we wait” (TLH 8, 1).  It’s God who must replace the light bulb in our souls.  As our sermon hymn said, “But Christ, the second Adam, came / To bear our sin and woe and shame, / To be our Life, our Light, our Way, / Our only Hope, our only Stay” (TLH 369, 4).  The one who broke free from the prison of the tomb if our only hope to “Bid our slumb’ring souls awake” to “Shine thro’ all their sin and gloom” so that we may “Rise from sin and live to” Him (TLH 8, 2).  How do we know this?  “His oath, His covenant, and blood” supports us through our lives (TLH 370, 3).  This knowledge is given to us as we come together in Church to hear the Word being proclaimed through the reading of Holy Scripture and through sermons such as this.  This knowledge is like the knowledge Adam received when he ate the forbidden fruit, but it’s the opposite.  This knowledge isn’t given to us because we reach out.  This knowledge is drilled into us as the Holy Spirit comes upon us to “cleanse, illumine, [and] sanctify” our souls so that the light of God may once again shine in our souls again (TLH 8, 3).  We have the image of God once again as we have been cleansed through the washing of Holy Baptism.  Illuminated by the Word of God proclaimed from His Church.  Sanctified solely by the Election of God by grace through the work of His Son.

6.
The Fall caused the light bulb in our souls to be forever blown.  But thanks be to God our Father who sent His Son into the world to live the perfect life so that we could have the promise of eternal life.  And thanks be to our brother and Savior Jesus who sent the Holy Spirit to bring us to faith in that promise.  And thanks to the Holy Spirit whose installation of faith replaced the light bulb that had blown with one which would never blow out again.  Jesus assures us of this as he finished out our Gospel reading this morning, “Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven.  But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven” (Matthew 10:32-33).

7.
Father’s Day is usually about giving Dad a present.  But today we’ve seen how the presents we have been given from our earthly and heavenly fathers have affected our lives.  Even though Father’s Day presents may come without much thought, we have one Father’s Day present that we should never take lightly.  Our worship and praise of God our Heavenly Father should shine through us every day of our lives.  It should illuminate our souls so much that it radiates out to other people, illuminating them with the promises of God through Christ Jesus our Lord.  This is the present that we should give to our Heavenly Father not just when we sit here in the pews, but when we’re out in the world dealing with people on a day-to-day basis.  Lord, strengthen us to do this.  Amen.
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