August 8, 2004
Luke 11:1-4
Tenth Sunday



After Pentecost (C)


The Lord’s Prayer

Hymns:
TLH 1, 458, 39

The disciples came to Jesus with a simple request:  “Lord, teach us to pray.”  What a simply wonderful request!  He replies with this short prayer:

Our Father who art in heaven,

Hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory.

Amen.

We have all learned this prayer by heart.  Luke does not give us the entire prayer, but let’s look at the entire prayer from the perspective of Luther’s catechisms and our sermon hymn.

We’ve sung that we joyfully come to this place, filled with solace, light and grace, to wait for Him who answers prayer.  It is our prayer that this Word of God continues to shine as a guiding star in our lives.

Our Father who art in heaven,

What does it mean to be able to call God “Father”?  God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence, we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear father for all their needs.   We just sang that God wishes us “to dwell in love, as brethren of one family.”  This family has God Himself as its head.  Therefore, we are His children.

This might have been what the writer of Hebrews was thinking when he wrote, “Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need” (4:16).

Where does this confidence come from?  It comes from God.  God has given us the command to pray.  He has promised to hear our prayers.  And in this particular text, he gives us the words to pray.  Why should we not be confident that our prayers are heard?

Hallowed be Thy name.

How do we keep God’s name holy?  God’s name is kept holy when the Word is preached in its truth and purity so that we may lead holy lives according to it. In this petition we pray that God will keep us from following or starting false doctrine.  This way we may walk before Him blameless with lives which model our faith.

God’s name is truly holy in-and-of itself.  This is why we can be confident that our petitions are heard.  This petition deals directly with the Second Commandment.  We are not to take the name of God in vain.  This means we must keep it holy by calling upon Him in our every need.

Why do we need to keep God’s name holy?  How did we get it?  God’s name was given to us in our Baptism.  It was then that he adopted us as His children.  He gave us his name as our family name just like an adopted child receives his or her adoptive parents’ last name.  The sole purpose of the Sacraments is to incorporate us into God and His family.

Thy kingdom come.

What is God’s kingdom?  In the creed, we learn about His kingdom.  God sent His Son, Christ Jesus our Lord, into the world to redeem and deliver us from the power of the devil, to bring us to himself and to rule us as a king of righteousness, life and salvation against sin, death and an evil conscience.  To this end, He also gave His Holy Spirit to deliver this to us through His holy Word and strengthen us in faith by His power.

Is this the only meaning for this petition?  Certainly not.  The coming of God’s kingdom was not just a historical event.  It is an ongoing process.  We pray in this petition that the Holy Spirit will gives us the graces and power to defeat the flesh, the world and the devil so we can preserve His Church.

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

We know that the good and gracious will of God is done without our prayer.  However, we pray in this petition that His will be done also among us.

But what is God’s will?  How is it done among us?  God’s will is done whenever he overcomes Satan, the world and our sinful flesh on our behalf.  These three do not want us to hallow His name nor do they want his kingdom to come.  We sang for God to give us obedience in weal and woe as well as patience in all grief.  We’ve all been wounded by others before.  Someone has hurt us or taken something that we treasure.  What’s our normal reaction?  We want to get them back.  However, we pray that God will help us overcome these sinful desires and be obedient to Him.  

We’ve all been separated from people we’ve been close to.  It grieves us to be parted from them whether it’s temporary (like going to work or school) or permanent (like the death of a spouse or parent).  We’ve all grieved in these situations to various degrees.  However, we’re commonly apt to despair.  Especially when it comes to death.  We impatiently want answers to questions from God.  However, it seems all-too-often that God’s short on supplying answers.  However, in this petition, we pray that we will trust in God’s will being done.  We pray that we will be stronger for the trial and tribulation we are suffering through on account of our grief.  This is how God’s will is primarily done among us.

God’s will is also done when He strengthens us in our faith through the Baptism, His Word and His Supper.  These three do well to counteract their three nemeses—the devil, the world and our sinful flesh.  Our Baptism is where the groundwork for our faith is laid.  We are given God’s name.  Our sins are forgiven.  And we are given a new life.  Studying God’s Word is a vital way to continue growing in faith.  The more we study, the more we understand our place in this world and the kingdom of God.  The Lord’s Supper is where we are even further strengthened.  Our Lord and Savior feeds us with His very body and blood.  The body and blood he sacrificed on the Cross to atone for our sins.  This is how God empowers us to do His will.

Give us this day our daily bread.

What is daily bread?  Daily bread includes everything needed to support our bodies and lives.  Luther even suggests that every upright prince place the image of a loaf of bread on their coat of arms and coinage.  This would remind them that they as the government were to provide for the people’s needs.  This is further stipulated by St. Paul’s statement that government is ordained by God.  They are in place to provide for the people under their rule in a God-pleasing manner.

Why do we pray for this?  So we realize that God gives these things to everyone without our prayers.  We pray so that we might receive them with a thankful heart.  God gladly gives us everything we need for our lives.  However, we pray that we will accept these gifts and use them for God’s glory and honor.  

We also ask that God be our defense, especially in this time of war, terrorism, heightened security and toleration of all things anti-Christian.  We ask Him to bring about peace so we may live free from these cares.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

The English language gives us an obscured view of this phrase.  It seems to say that we will be forgiven because we forgive others.  However, Jesus is telling us that we are to forgive because we are forgiven.  Our forgiveness of others is a natural outpouring of our own forgiveness by God.

What does this forgiveness mean?  We pray that God would overlook our sins and accept our prayers even though we are unworthy and don’t deserve the things we ask for.  We ask that He graciously deal with us and give them to us according to His will.  This way we will truly forgive and gladly do good to those who sin against us.

God was at work in Christ reconciling the world to himself through the Cross.  This is the objective justification of creation through the Gospel.

Each one of us must receive this gift.  Don’t get me wrong.  I’m not saying that you need to make a decision for Christ or that you can earn your salvation.  I’m saying that you have the power and the natural desire to push the gift of the Gospel away.

The acceptance of the forgiveness of our sins for Christ’s sake is what we are praying in this petition.  It is this forgiveness that allows us to forgive others.  Our forgiveness of sins against us gives us the assurance and the comfort of our own salvation.  This is because we, by nature, will not forgive.  We hold grudges.  We may give lip service to forgiveness, but that’s all it is—lip service.  That’s the background of the mentality, “I can forgive you, but I can’t forget what you did to me.”

Honestly, we don’t want to forgive.  The fact that we do forgive is because the Holy Spirit is working through us.  The God who has forgiven our sins is enlightening us to be forgiving to others.

And lead us not into temptation,

What is a temptation?  It is whenever we are deceived or mislead into false belief, despair or other great shame and vice.  God indeed doesn’t tempt anyone.  Why then should we pray this petition?  We have been completely forgiven of all our sins.  However, God still needs to guard and keep us from the devices of the devil, the world and the sinful flesh which want nothing more than to lead us into temptation.

We fall daily to these temptations.  We humbly ask for help in resisting them.  This is what God gives us.  The power and strength to resist temptation.  He doesn’t remove it from us.  He doesn’t end it for us.  He gives us the ability to endure and withstand it.  As long as we are in this world, we cannot escape these attacks.

We need the Holy Spirit to equip us with everything we need to stand firm in our faith.  What do we need?  Everything.  Thankfully, God has given us all these things in our Baptism.  Everything needed to create and sustain faith is bestowed upon us when water with His Word is applied to us.  This increase and quickening of our faith enables us to look toward God’s Word as a guiding star through life and a comfort in strife.

But deliver us from evil.

We pray that our Father in heaven will rescue us from the snares that the devil, the world and our sinful flesh lay before us to trap us in sin.  Our lives are riddled with potholes, pitfalls and bear traps lying in wait for us.  We ask that he help us successfully and faithfully navigate through our lives.  Although we fall into these traps daily, we know that He will forgive us.

We also pray for the end of our lives.  At that time, we pray that God will be gracious to us and take us from this sin-filled place to be with him in heaven.  We ask for a calm release from our lives.  We ask for those around us to also have a calm release at the end of our lives.  The knowledge that we are heaven-bound gives us the ability to rejoice in the peace and assurance of our faith in Christ Jesus.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory.  Amen.

In this doxological petition, we are doing nothing but professing our faith that everything is in God’s hands.  We proclaim Him as the only King in our lives.  We proclaim that He alone has the power to grant us these things.  And we proclaim that He is all-glorious and worthy of our praise.

Yes, yes.  So shall it be, Lord.  We end our prayer confident in the promise that God has heard us and will do what we ask in accordance to His will.  Strengthened in the faith which He has given us in Baptism, we know that we must only believe that we will receive what we ask for in Jesus’ name.  

With this short prayer, our Lord teaches us to pray for everything we need in this life.  We can boldly come before our Heavenly Father because we are assured that he will hear and answer our prayers.
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