Luke 1:46-55

Mary, Mary—Quite the Contrary

Feast of St. Mary, the Mother of Our Lord

August 15, 2004

Focus:

God demands to be praised alone.

Function:
That the hearers may imitate Mary’s faith and obedience.

Structure:
Freeform
Lectionary:
Psalm 32:(1)2-5; Isaiah 61:7-11; Galatians 4:4-7

Hymns:
TLH 14, 275, 46
I.
It’s Not About Mary

Welcome to the Feast of St. Mary, the Mother of Our Lord.  Why are we celebrating this ancient feast of the Church?  Isn’t it just a “Roman Catholic thing”?  Well, it depends on your view of Mary.  Luther was quite mindful of the Blessed Virgin Mary as well as the rest of the chorus of saints in the church triumphant in Heaven.  The Augsburg Confession states that “saints should be kept in remembrance so that our faith may be strengthened when we see what grace they received and how they were sustained by faith” (XXI, 1).

However, isn’t this “remembrance” really just veneration with a new name?  Haven’t we just white-washed it a little to make it a bit more palatable to those who don’t want to be “too Roman Catholic”?  Absolutely not!  Just look at the readings for today.  Who do they talk about?

“I will extol the Lord at all times.” (Psalm 34:1)

“My soul will boast in the Lord.” (Psalm 34:2)

“I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices in my God.” (Isaiah 61:10)

“God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.”  (Galatians 4:4-5)

“My soul magnifies the Lord.” (Luke 1:46)

“The Mighty One has done great things for me.” (Luke 1:49)

“He has helped His servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever, even as he said to our fathers.” (Luke 1:54-55)

Got the picture yet?  Where’s Mary in these passages?  She gets two (what I would call) honorable mentions.  Everything talks about or points to God.  Much as Mary did when the full realization of her holy conception and pregnancy sank in.

II.
Mary Would be Appalled

Granted, Mary says that all generations will call her blessed.  In most circumstances, we would consider this quite an arrogant statement.  However, there she was with the Son of God in her womb.  The second person of the Trinity, God incarnate, within the frail form of a sinful woman.  What an amazingly, incomprehensible idea!

What made this event come about?  What was so special about Mary?  Nothing.  There were many other women who could have done it.  Our Roman Catholic brothers would have us believe that Mary was selected before the beginning of the world to be the mother of Christ.  I would agree with them.  However, they take their logic to extremes and say that she was born free of the bonds of original sin.  This is a self-defeating proposition.

They claim that Mary was born sinless so she could be the mother of Christ.  But if you follow their logic, Mary’s parents would had to have been born sinless for that.  And their parents.  And their parents.  All the way back to our first parents.  This undermines the basic Scriptural teaching of original sin.  We could look at many passages from the Old Testament to show that this was not the case.

But Mary isn’t the focus.  She would be appalled at the idea that she would be put on an equal plane with her Son—the Son of the Most High.  It’s bad enough that the Muslims have this perverted view of Christianity.  However, they wouldn’t have gotten it if there weren’t Christians teaching it.  She would be absolutely appalled at what people do in her name.

III. God is Mindful of His Servants

Mary understood her place in the grand scheme of things.  She was simply an instrument that God was using to bring about His plan of salvation.  The important thing going on was the baby growing inside her.  Her child had come into this world in order to save it.  This fills her heart with peace.
It is with this peace that Mary praises God for being “mindful of the humble state of His servant.”  This statement itself is truly awesome on multiple levels.  Mary herself is in a humble situation.  She’s a mother, a virgin and a carpenter’s fiancée.  That’s quite a humbling situation!  She’s still a teenager and she has all these responsibilities.
Mary praises God that He is with her throughout this struggle just as He has been with His servants throughout history.  God chose Abraham from anonymity to become the ancestor of His chosen people, Israel.  He chose Moses, a man who was on the run from Pharaoh because he murdered an Egyptian, to lead His people from Egypt to Canaan.  He chose David, the youngest son of a shepherd, to be king of Israel.  None of these people had any great deeds worth noting before God chose them.  Their great deeds came as they were serving in the role God had placed them in.

IV.
Christ is the Fulfillment of all Promises

The only difference between Mary and these Old Testament figures is that they received the promise.  Mary received and gave birth to the fulfillment.  Throughout Old Testament history, the men and women chosen by God received knowledge that repeated and developed the promise.  After Christ’s birth, there was nothing more to develop with the promise.  Mary could sit there and watch the fulfillment of everything God had promised to His people.
  As St. Paul said, Christ was born under the Law so that He could save those of us who are under the Law.  He lived a perfect life to redeem us from our imperfect lives.  He sacrificed Himself on the Cross so that we may inherit eternal life and the full inheritance rights of sons.  He was the one who could bring all the promises of God to fruition.
Christ is the one through whom God had planned to do everything which Mary sings.  Christ is the ultimate extension of God’s mercy from generation to generation.  It is through His sacrifice on the Cross that all generations have been blessed and have the hope of heaven.  No one else could have bridged the gap between us—not another human, not even an angel.  God Himself had to come down and do it for us.
His miracles still continue to undergo scrutiny by scholars and scoffers.  He’s cured diseases that medical knowledge had failed to even contain.  He gave sight to the blind.  He made the lame walk.  He make the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.  He’s even raised the dead!  What more does anyone need to believe?
However, our stubborn human pride gets in the way of our faith.  His death obliterates our natural human pride.  The Cross is a stumbling block to many people.  But what a wonderful, soul-saving stumbling block!  If it were not for this one event, we’d still be lost in our sins.  Thank God that we have our salvation and our future is certain!
And it doesn’t matter what our position in life is.  Throughout history, both poor slaves and  rulers of great empires have bowed together at the foot of an altar to receive communion.  In the grand scheme of our salvation, we’re all on equal footing.  None of us are higher than another.  We all come before God as poor, miserable sinners.  None of us are any closer to achieving perfection than anyone else.  What a wonderful assurance that we’re loved by our God no matter what we do!!
We’ve seen through the examples of Abraham, Moses, David and Mary that God is in the business of lifting up the humble.  None of these people had anything special about them EXCEPT that God loved them and chose them to do His bidding.  So he has done with each of us.  We have each been chosen by God.  Sealed with His Baptism to do His will.  What’s His will for us?  To trust in Him who has paid for our salvation.
He fills those who hunger with good things.  Christ said during His Sermon on the Mount that those who hunger and thirst for righteousness will be filled.  What will they be filled with?  Righteousness.  What other good thing could there be?  We who seek to be righteous before the Lord are filled with His righteousness at our Baptism.  We are renewed by it during Holy Absolution and the Lord’s Supper.  These are the good things that we all seek.
However, He sends the rich away empty.  Consider the rich, young ruler.  He thought he was able to gain God’s good graces through keeping the Law.  What does Christ tell him to do?  Go sell EVERYTHING he owns!!  He went away sad because he was quite wealthy.  Becoming a disciple of Jesus meant dumping everything else he had.  He would literally be coming to Christ empty.  He valued his possessions greatly.
But do you see what this means to us?  It means that we may have nothing in terms of wealth according to the world.  However, God is taking care of us.  Sometimes He takes things away and sometimes he gives us things.  It’s always for our good.  God doesn’t give us anything that isn’t designed to build us up and make us better disciples and examples to those around us.

IV. It’s Still Not about Mary

Since we’re back on the topic of examples, we again look back at the namesake for this feast—the Virgin Mary.  Yes, she was frail and had her doubts and questions.  However, she believed the Word that she was given.  Her magnificent hymn, the Magnificat, displays this faith.  Her Savior was on His way into the world.  That was enough for her to burst into song.  Shouldn’t it be enough for us?  Amen.
