December 25, 2004
Luke 2:1-20
Christmas Morning


It’s Christmas Again

Hymns:
LW 53, “Joy to the World”

58, “Once in Royal David’s City”

67, “Lo, How a Rose is Growing”

1.
Well, it’s Christmas again.  We have all the usual events.  The children’s program.  Two Christmas Eve services.  Another service on Christmas morning.  In each of these events, we hear the same story.  Jesus was born in Bethlehem.  Over and over again.  Doesn’t it get boring after a while?  Don’t you wish that you’d hear a different sermon for Christmas?  If you do, here’s your chance.  If you don’t, you can tune me out for the next few minutes.

2.
Let’s look at other possibilities for this text.  We could look at the historical context of the birth of Christ from the perspective of the Roman Empire.  No.  History lectures are too boring.  We could look at the genealogy of Joseph so we can understand why he was going from Nazareth to Bethlehem.  No.  Genealogies have all those names.  We could look at Jewish betrothal customs.  No.  That doesn’t mean much for us in a society where the betrothal process usually starts because of pregnancy—not the other way around.  We could look at whether Jesus was the firstborn because He was the first child of many to be born of Mary or because He was the only child born of Mary.  No.  We’d still be here at Easter.  We could look at the appearance of the angel to the shepherd.  No.  There’s only so much you can talk about an angel coming up to you and saying, “WHASSUP?!?!”  We could look at the conditions of the stable.  No.  Personally, I want to enjoy my Christmas dinner.  We could look at Mary pondering everything in her heart.  No.  That gets too theological even for me to understand.  Ok.  These are all possibilities.  However, none of them will make a decent, revelant sermon.  Well, it looks like it’s going to be another sermon about Jesus being born.  Because the angel didn’t just appear.  He proclaimed something to the shepherds:  “A Savior has been born for you today in the city of David.  He is Christ the Lord” (v11).

3.
“A Savior?  The Savior?  The Savior has finally been born!  Let’s see this thing!!”  That’s surely what the shepherds were saying to each other after their encounter with the angel and the heavenly host.  The Jews had been looking forward to the Messiah—the Savior—to come.  In the Garden of Eden, God said that the Messiah—the seed of the woman—would crush the head of the serpent, but the serpent would bruise his heel (Genesis 3:15).  The Messiah was the one who would repeal the banishment from Eden.  Moses prophesied that the Messiah would be a prophet like himself who would speak nothing but the Word of God (Deuteronomy 18:15-18).  The Messiah would be the king that would establish the kingdom of David forever (2 Samuel 7:16).  This is what they were looking for.  A valiant warrior.  A great prophet.  A king.But what did they find?  They found a baby lying in a feeding trough.  Not exactly the beginning that one would imagine for the future king of the Jews.  But the shepherds knew that this child was the Messiah and would save His people.  He would bring about “peace on earth and goodwill toward men” (v 14).

4.
The Savior has been born for you.  God could have just zapped the earth and said, “Everyone’s forgiven.  No one can sin anymore.”  That would have made things much easier.  It would have saved Him so much time.  However, He knew that zapping the earth wasn’t a viable option.  That would do nothing for us.  The Savior had to be born.  But why?  Why did Jesus have to be born?  The answer to that comes from the Apostles’ Creed:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into Hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into Heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

Without each of these steps being taken, we would be missing something in our Savior.  The conception, birth and death are all stages we will go through during our lives.  Each one of us has been conceived and born.  Because we’re sinners, we’ll all die one day unless Jesus returns first.  Jesus “suffered under Pontius Pilate.”  This is Jesus’ preparation for His sacrifice of Himself on the altar of the Cross.  He was “crucified, died and was buried.”  He was nailed to the Cross.  The nails that should have been yours and mine were driven into his hands and feet.  He gave up His spirit and died as the climax of his sacrifice (John 19:30).  He was buried in a tomb by Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus (John 19:38-42).  He stayed in the ground for three days.  “The third day He rose again from the dead.”  Jesus didn’t just wake up from a nap as some people teach.  He was raised back to life.  “He descended into Hell.”  He didn’t do this to suffer more for our sins as some teach.  He did this to proclaim His victory over death, the Devil and the grave.  “He ascended into Heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.”  Now, Jesus is in Heaven with His Father.  Awaiting the judgment to come.  Those who believe in the promise of the little baby lying in the manger will be given eternal life in glory.  This is why Jesus was born.  This is what He did for you.

5.
“A Savior has been born for you today in the city of David.”  What’s so special about this city?  It is where David was born and raised.  It is where he and his descendants were buried.  But what does that have to do with anything?  Why do we care about the “city of David”?

Once in royal David’s city 

Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 

In a manger for His bed; 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from Heaven 

Who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable, 

And his cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and low 

Lived our Savior long ago.

Not in that poor lowly stable 

With the oxen standing by 

Shall we see Him, but in Heaven, 

Set at God’s right hand on high.  

Then like stars His children crowned, 

All in white His praise will sound.

(LW 58:1, 2, 4)

This is why we care about the “city of David.”  It was here that the Messiah was prophesied to come to His people (Micah 5:2).  

 6.
“He is Christ the Lord.”  If nothing else astounded the shepherds, I’m sure this statement did.  We don’t have a copy of the Aramaic or Hebrew that the angels were most likely speaking, but we can still understand things from the Greek in the text.  , “Christ the Lord.”  In the Hebrew, this would be hwhy axyi$fm, “the Messiah … you know, YHWH.”  That last word had to ring in their ears for a few minutes.  They must have thought, “YHWH is the eternal God.  How can He be born?”  In the words of the fifteenth-century German carol:

The shepherds heard the story 

The angels sang that night:  

How Christ was born of Mary; 

He was the Son of light.  

To Bethlehem they ran 

To find Him in the manger 

As angel heralds sang. 

(LW 67:3)

They get there and what do they see?  Mary and Joseph with this little baby wrapped in strips of cloth lying in the feeding trough they had used just yesterday.  “This is how YHWH is to be born?” they must have questioned to themselves.  However, they had the word of the angel.  The German carol continues the story this way:

This flow’r, so small and tender, 

With fragrance fills the air; 

His brightness ends the darkness 

That kept the earth in fear.  

True God and yet true man, 

He came to save His people 

From earth’s dark night of sin. 

(LW 67:4)

This is the fulfillment of the angels’ promise.  The Messiah—true God and true man—was now on earth “to save His people from earth’s dark night of sin.”

7.
The shepherds returned to their flocks, rejoicing.  Praising and glorifying God for what they had seen and heard.  It was probably something like:

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  

Let earth receive its King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare him room 

And heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  

Let all their songs employ 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, 

Repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

And the wonders of His love.

(LW 53:1, 2, 4)

The shepherds understood that they had been given a special message.  The Savior of the world was here.  That was definitely a reason to be joyous.

8.
I stand before you today as an angel.  An angel of the Lord.  I proclaim the same message the angels did at the very first Christmas.  A Savior has been born for you.  He was born two thousand years ago in the little town of Bethlehem.  He came so that sin and sorrow would not grow.  He came “to make his blessings known far as the curse [of our sinfulness] is found” (LW 53:3).  He came so that “our eyes in truth should see Him through His own redeeming love, For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in Heaven above.”  He came to lead His children “To the place where He is gone” (LW 58:3).  I would like to end this morning with the same prayer we ended our sermon hymn with:

O Savior, child of Mary,

Who felt all human woe;

O Savior, king of glory,

Who triumphed o’er our foe:

Bring us at length, we pray,

To the bright courts of heaven

And into endless day.

(LW 67:5).

In Your most holy name.  Amen.
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