July 9/10, 2005
Isaiah 55:11
Eighth Sunday



After Pentecost (A)


God Spoke One Word

1.
Whoever said, “The pen is mightier than the sword,” might be close.  It might not be the pen but the Word that the pen writes.  God tells us through the prophet Isaiah, “So is My Word that goes out from My mouth:  It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it” (55:11).  Many people claim to have a Word from God.  Word of Faith preachers always seem to be on TV claiming to have another prophecy from God.  Mormons promote “Another Testament of Jesus Christ” with their Book of Mormon.  Muslims promote a holy book that they tend to treat with more respect than their own God.  Many Christians have the same feeling for the Bible as the Muslim does for the Qur’an.  Are all these books God’s Word?  No.  God has spoken only one Word.  This morning/evening we’ll look at that Word that God has spoken throughout time in its different phases.

2.
This Word is yih:y.  It is the Hebrew word through which God created everything around us.  Yih:y is Hebrew for “Let there be.”  “’Let there be light,’ and there was light” (Genesis 1:3).  “Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water” (6).  Let there be dry ground (9).  “Let there be lights in the expanse” (14).  Let there be fish and birds (20).  Let there be livestock and creeping things (24).  Let there be man with the image of God (26).  Let there be woman (2:19).  Yih:y is a powerful word of creation.  God spoke one Word--yih:y--and everything changed.  The universe was alive with light instead of emptiness.  Sky was created to separate Heaven from Earth.  Dry ground was raised to support life.  Sun, moon and stars harness the created light.  Fish and birds glorify God through their swimming and flying.  Livestock and creeping things populated the ground.  Man could worship his Creator for the blessing of the Creation.  God spoke one Word--yih:y—and everything changed.

3.
God created a perfect world with yih:y from nothing, but we have screwed it up.  With yih:y, everything was good.  However, Adam wanted something more than the gifts he had been given by God.  After Adam fell, God spoke one Word.  It wasn’t a different Word.  It was the same Word that created the universe and everything in it.  Now, it took on a new meaning.  It entered a new phase of its existence.  Now yih:y was not a word of creation but restoration.  Yih:y finds itself under the guise of —the Greek for “It is finished” (John 19:30).  What is finished?  What does  have to do with yih:y?  Adam and Eve fell.  God said yih:y—Let there be a Savior (Genesis 3:15).  God promised our first parents that there would be a seed of Eve that would crush the serpent’s head and bring mankind back into a proper relationship with God.  God gave them the sure prophetic Word that we sang about as we opened our worship (LW 340, 1).  This Savior, this Word that would bring mankind back into a right relationship with God was born in a small cattle stall two thousand years ago.  He lived as a carpenter and itinerate preacher through the lands of Galilee and Judea.  He was arrested and executed for His teachings.  It was during His execution that God in the flesh spoke one Word——and everything changed.  You no longer has to worry about the burden of the Law.  You only have to believe on Jesus Christ as your Lord and your God (John 20:28).  You only have to believe that He fulfilled the requirements of the Law and has brought you into the right relationship with God that you have been seeking.  This Word “bespeaks us righteous” as our sermon hymn says (LW 328, 3).  God spoke one Word——yih:y—and everything changed.

4.
yih:y—through the guise of —gives  us the assurance of salvation.  Yih:y also gives us the Word which will be spoken on the Last Day for those whom have been chosen by God.  God will speak one Word—yih:y——“Well done”—and everything will change.  No longer will we be standing here in this sin-filled world.  He will invite us home to spend eternity with Him in Heaven.  Who gets an invitation?  Who will be going home?  That’s the point of our Gospel lesson.  God speaks yih:y daily.  The Holy Spirit speaks it every time the Gospel is declared to this dying world.  But the world doesn’t always receive it well.  Let there be faith in your heart the Holy Spirit says.  Jesus compares it to a sower who throws seed onto the ground for planting.  Some falls on rocks.  Some falls among thorns.  Some falls on the road.  Some falls on good soil.  It’s that good soil that gets the invitation.  God speaks yih:y and they respond favorably and grow in the faith the Holy Spirit has given them.  Is there something about them?  Is the good soil good for any particular reason?  No.  There is no reason.  God chose them to be receptive.  It could be that they’ve had previous exposure to the Gospel and fell away like those among the thorns and rocks.  But it’s also likely that they’ve never heard the Gospel before.  The good soil takes hold of the Word that was sown into their hearts by the Holy Spirit and cultivates it.  Helps it to develop into mature faith in their Savior Christ Jesus.  It is these with true faith in Christ Jesus as their only means of salvation who receive the invitation.  God will speak one Word—yih:y——“Well done”—and everything will change.

5.
God spoke one Word—His Son Jesus Christ.  St. John begins his Gospel with these words (1:1-3, 10-11, 14):

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.  Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. … He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him.  He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. … The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.  We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

These words give us a good definition and background for yih:y through its three phases.  Jesus was with God in the beginning.  The universe was created through Jesus.  Jesus made His dwelling among us.  He came to His own Creation and His Creation rejected Him.  He was nailed to a cross as an enemy of the Roman state and the Jewish people.  He was rejected by His Creation.  While He hang on the Cross, He was rejected by God.  There Jesus hung.  Suspended between Heaven and Earth.  Rejected by everyone.  However, this did not stop His mission.  His mission was to bring yih:y to life.  To be the Word of God in the flesh.  To be the one Word that God spoke.

6.
Many people say they have THE Word of God.  However, they don’t.  The Holy Qur’an is NOT the Word of God.  The Book of Mormon is NOT the Word of God.  The Bible itself is NOT the Word of God.  Now, before someone starts accusing me of making an ELCA move, let me explain.  This Bible here is part of the Word of God, but it is not the entire Word of God.  The Word of God encompasses so much more.  It is the reading of the Holy Scriptures handed down to us by the prophets and apostles.  It is the preaching of sermons just like this one.  It is the Body and Blood of your crucified and risen Lord given to you in His Holy Supper.  It is the Body and Blood of that Savior that hung upon the Cross, forgiving you all your sins.  It is the Body and Blood of the ascended Jesus who sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty who will come again to judge both the living and the death.  It is the Divine Service liturgy that we do each week.  The Word of God cannot be bound.  It cannot be completely contained in any way.  Isaiah tells us this.  “So is My Word that goes out from My mouth:  It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it” (55:11).  The Word of God is what accomplished our salvation on the Cross.  The Word of God is what achieves saving faith in your heart and mine.  The Word of God—yih:y—is still spoken today.  Let there be faith.  Let there be stronger faith.  Let there be life everlasting.  Amen.
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