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Genre: Pourquio Tale

Estimated Grade Level: 3rd and 4th
Estimated Interest Level: 2nd – 4th
Plot:


This is a tale of how the statue of the Sphinx came to exist.  It begins with the Pharaoh of Egypt, Khafre, demanding another great monument in addition to his pyramid to be remembered by.  He places the responsibility of coming up with an idea for this great structure on his vizier, Ho-tep.  Ho-tep goes out in to the slave village in search of a stone carver to assist him.  He finds Zekmet and convinces him to help him come up with an idea and make a model of the possible monument.  Zekmet over night is visited by a lion and decides to make a monument of the Pharaoh’s face on the body of a lion.  Khafre is very pleased with this and production is stared immediately.  The author ends the book by stating, “if it did not happen that way, it happened some other way since the Sphinx still stands.
Conflict:


The conflict exists between Ho-tep and himself in the quest of finding a idea fit of his Pharaoh’s monument.

Resolution:


Ho-tep finds is idea through the work of a stone cutter, Zekmet, and the Pharaoh is pleased.

Illustrations:


The illustrations are color pencil shadings with a border of hieroglyphics made to look like they were cut into stone.  These illustrations were by Deborah Lattimore.

Narrative:


This story is told in an omniscient point of view

