David Jones

Schmidt, G. (2002). The Wonders of Donal O’Donnell. New York: Henry Hold and Co. 
Genre: Märchen or Wonder Tales 

Estimated Grade Level: 2nd 

Estimated Interest Level: 1st to 3rd
Plot:


This is really three stories within one.  It starts off with the O’Donnell family morning their lost/dead son.  They are so sorrowful that they have mourned for a very long time.  While the husband is out a horrible winter storm comes.  While the husband is still out three peddlers come to this home and asks the wife if they could stay for a short duration till the storm subsides.  She is a little hesitant since they really haven’t recovered from their loss.  When the husband comes back they offer wondrous tales in exchange for their stay.  He accepts and the first one starts with a tale of a child who noticed elves stealing his family’s barley stalks.  One night he follows them to their land.  And once he comes back from a half day stay he realizes that a couple of lifetimes have passed.  The second one tells of a similar story except after staying days in another land and then returns no time has passed.  The last peddler’s story is of a child who wakes up in another world and the elves of this land take him for a holy man so he lives there for seven years.  But unlike the first two, time here is equal to this world.  So when he is finally able to return, seven years have passed.  These stories have enlightened the O’Donnells.  They let the peddlers stay and are happy for the fist time in years.
Characters:


The O’Donnels: you see them first as a very sad couple since the loss of their son.  But after the peddlers’ stories they have a new found happiness and hope.  This makes them flat, dynamic characters.

Conflict:


This involves a man against self conflict.  The O’Donnells are battling their sorrow pertaining to their child.

Resolution:


The peddlers’ stories instill a new sense of hope with in the O’Donnells.


Illustrations:


While the illustrations were few they are very realistic.  Loren Long uses oil-paint for her illustrations.

