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Genre: Social Realism

Estimated Grade Level: 5th or 6th 

Estimated Interest Level: 4th to 6th 

Plot:


A child, Edmund, is in search for his missing aunt, mother, and sister.  In his search he is helped by a mysterious man who seems to have his own motive for helping the child other than for simple good intentions.  In the search the also uncover the culprits in a successful crime of a bank robbery.  During this time, the man (goes by Poe and Dupin) who helps Edmund is also trying to woo a woman who is also being wooed by one of the bank robbers/kidnapper.  They chase the evil men out into the sea and are able to rescue Edmund’s sister and mother, but his aunt was murdered.  

Characters:


Edmund:  He is a scared little boy who is utterly convinced that adults know what is going own and always know exactly what to do.  He takes the idea to the heart for the entire book. Although he does this, he does mature and change throughout, thus labeled a round, dynamic protagonist.


Dupin or Poe: This man is quiet peculiar.  While he is now writing his strangely dark and intriguing stories, he only wants to be called Dupin and loathes the name Poe.  But while writing or concentrating on a story he is quite the opposite.  He is a main character in the book but does not change from his schizophrenic self.  So he is a round, static character.
Conflict:


Edmund’s sister, mother, and aunt have been stolen from him so he much set out to look for them.  In the process he uncovers an underlying plot to rob the city bank.  This is a man against man struggle.

Resolution:


Edmund is able to expose the criminals and reunite himself with his sister and mother, but his aunt was murdered.
