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Plot: 
This story is based within an unnamed city starting between Christmas and New Year, with five main, protagonist characters being April, Melanie, Marshall, Ken, and Toby.  Since the book is a companion to the previously written The Egypt Game, there is much inferred from that book.  

The book starts off with April, Melanie and Marshall deciding to go to the library to look up a new topic for their new game.  They decide to research gypsies for their next game.  When they propose the idea to Toby in the backyard of the Professor’s house, they are all taken a back by the fact that Toby is part gypsy.  Due to Toby’s continuous need to exaggerate, the others are a little unsure whether to believe him or not.  After Ken comes back from his family ski trip his is also included in the making of the gypsy game.  During one of their sessions in the Professor’s backyard, a dog shows up and Marshall mistakes it for a bear so the call him Bear.

As days pass, Toby become rather standoffish and does not act his usual self and then all of a sudden he disappears and none of his friends has a clue why.  The day after Toby’s friends finds out about his disappearance the find him sleeping with Bear in the Professor’s backyard.  He tells them a partial truth about his mom’s parents wanting to have custody of him and asks them to promise not to tell anyone about where he is, they do.  

After the children go back to school, they are question about Toby’s disappearance and all of the hold true to their promise.  Somehow the police find out that Toby may be hiding out in the Professor’s backyard so they all try to back and warn Toby before the detectives arrive, but they are to late.  When the detectives enter the backyard there is no trace of Toby.  


After Toby’s close escape, he decides that he cannot stay in the Professor’s backyard so he decides to go somewhere else.  But before he decides where to go he notices that Bear has escaped.  He tries to capture Bear as Bear leads them to his old home, a cellar of an old church and it is occupied by three people.  At first, he decides not to stay there since he is frightened so he takes Bear back to the Professor’s backyard, but as night moves in, he finally decides to stay in the little church’s cellar. 

His friends find him again by the help of Bear and they try to convince him that he needs to tell everyone what has happened, but he refuses.  The next day Toby decided to tell on of the other people living in the cellar about what really happened and why he decided to run away.  The truth turns out to be that his grandparents want to take him away from his father so their name may be passed down, but since he refused to go, his grandparents threatened his father that they would put him under investigation on the basis that his is unfit for parenthood.  So he decided to run away so his father would not have to face this problem.  Once his story is told one of the other residents of the cellar tells him that it would he far worse to not know if your child is okay than having to face this possible legal problem.


After hearing this, he decides to go back to his father and as it turns out Toby’s grandparents to no have a chance in taking Toby away from his father without the consent of either of them.

Characters: 

 April:  She is dynamic, round, and a protagonist character, in that you can see here mature some from speaking what is on her mind to attempting to censor herself and think before she speaks.  April also displays a myriad of emotions ranging from sorrow to joy to anger to bewilderment.  She tends to have trouble controlling her temper when around the characters Toby and Ken.  

Melanie:  She is round, static, and a protagonist character.  Why she does show a fully developed personality, her personality is constant throughout the entire book.  She and April are best friends and are also friends with Toby and Ken.  While she does not have the anger control issues that April does, she is does seem to have the same curiosity to read and research information to play their gypsy game accurately.  
Marshall:  He is Melanie’s four year old brother.  While he is present during most of the book, he is a flat, static character since he does not change throughout the book and he does not possess the proper emotional maturity to be considered a round character. 

Ken:  While Ken is a round character, he does not meet the needed alterations to be considered a dynamic character.  He is Toby’s best friend and friends with Melanie and April, although he is rather reluctant to be seen with April and Melanie while at school as he is afraid of losing face in front of he guy friends.  

Toby:  While it is questionable whether or not Toby can be considered a round character, he does make the necessary changes to his narrow personality to be considered a dynamic character.  He is first written as an exaggerating, bordering on untrustworthy boy, but as the pages turn you are able to see that by the end of the novel he has changed his ways to telling the whole truth more often.
Conflict:  This conflict appears to spread into the conflict of the protagonist against another and the protagonist against self.  This is because there are multiple protagonists.  Toby is at odds with himself on how he should act to fix the problem he perceives.  While the others are in conflict with Toby to get him to do what is needed, or what they perceive to be the right thing to do.
Resolution:  The conflict finally reaches a conclusion once Toby decides to go back to his father after realizing that him running away is worse than what Toby’s maternal grandparents could legally do to his father.  The conflict between Toby and the others is also resolved once Toby makes this decision.

Theme:  There are a couple themes within this book, one being the problem with exaggerating to often such that your friends have a hard time deciphering fact from fiction.  Another is, although parents might raise their children differently does not mean that they love their children any less than any other parent does.

Illustrations:  Since this is a chapter book, there are not any illustrations other than the cover which is not accredited to anyone.

Narrative: Omniscient Point of View

