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Plot:


This is a continuation of the previous book, so they are on their way to their next closest relative, Uncle Monty, who happens to be a very well respected herpetologist.  While everything is going great for about a week, we must not get our hopes to high since this is a series of unfortunate events.  Count Olaf comes back into the picture disguised as Uncle’s Monty’s newly hired assistant.  The Children right off see through his disguise, but no one will listen to their plea.  Count Olaf kills Uncle Monty before their expedition to Peru so he can take them where it would be easier to take their fortune.  However, on the way to the docks they run into Mr. Poe, the handler of the Baudelaire estate.  The children are able to prove Count Olaf is and imposter and that he killed Uncle Monty with snake venom.  Unfortunately, Olaf manages to escape and the children are guardianless again.

Characters:


Violet:  She is the oldest of the Baudelaire children.  Since she shows many facets of her personality, but does not change throughout the book, she is a round, static protagonist.  She is a very skilled inventor; it is due to her and her inventions that the Baudelaire children have escaped so many nearly hopeless events.


Klaus:  The middle child of the Baudelaire orphans, he has a great love of reading and has read more books by his age of 12 then most do in  a lifetime.  Like Violet, he is a static, round protagonist.


Sunny:  The youngest of the children, she is but an infant.  However, she does have four sharp teeth and loves to bite anything hard.  Since she is just an infant and does not show a large gambit of emotions, she is a static, flat protagonist.


Count Olaf:  The antagonist of this series, but like Violet and Klaus he does show enough facets of one’s personality to be round, yet remains static.  He is the head of an evil theater troupe that also serves him as his henchmen in his mission to steal the Baudelaire fortune.

Conflict:  This book focuses on a man against man conflict.  It is also a continuing conflict through the book of Olaf making attempts to steal the Baudelaire fortune.

Resolution: The children finally expose Count Olaf’s plan to the adults and those in authority, but he manages to escape and is still at large at the end of the book.

Theme:  There seems to be a continuing theme of: even though children may know what the are talking about, adults rarely listen, and there is a focus on where there is a will there is a way.

Illustrations:  They were by Brett Helquist and they were all small, colorless pencil drawing except for the cover, which is in color.

Narrative:  Omniscient Point of View
