David Jones
Snicket, L. (1999). A Series of Unfortunate Events: The Bad Beginning. New York:


Harper Collins Publishers Inc.

Genre: Biographical Fiction

Estimated Grade Level: 4th – 5th
Estimated Interest Level: 3rd and up

Plot:


Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire were living in a grand mansion with their loving parents until a massive fire destroys their home and their parents.  Now the Baudelaire children have become the Baudelaire orphans.  It was their parents’ wish that they be raised by their closest relatives, which happens to be the very evil man named Count Olaf.  While living under his roof he makes them complete numerous chores and anything else he can think of, while he contemplates ways to steal their fortune that Violet will receive when she comes of age.  Count Olaf’s plot is that he will marry Violet, but disguise it as a play.  The children figure out his plan, but in order to force the children to play along Count Olaf traps Sunny in a metal bird cage hanging off a tower and threatens to let his henchman let it fall if they do not comply.  Violet saves herself from being married by signing the marriage certificate with her left hand thus invalidating the marriage.  When Count Olaf realized that his plan has been made public one of his henchmen cut all the lights to the theatre and he is able to escape.

Characters:


Violet:  She is the oldest of the Baudelaire children.  Since she shows many facets of her personality, but does not change throughout the book, she is a round, static protagonist.  She is a very skilled inventor; it is due to her and her inventions that the Baudelaire children have escaped so many nearly hopeless events.


Klaus:  The middle child of the Baudelaire orphans, he has a great love of reading and has read more books by his age of 12 then most do in  a lifetime.  Like Violet, he is a static, round protagonist.


Sunny:  The youngest of the children, she is but an infant.  However, she does have four sharp teeth and loves to bite anything hard.  Since she is just an infant and does not show a large gambit of emotions, she is a static, flat protagonist.


Count Olaf:  The antagonist of this series, but like Violet and Klaus he does show enough facets of one’s personality to be round, yet remains static.  He is the head of an evil theater troupe that also serves him as his henchmen in his mission to steal the Baudelaire fortune.

Conflict:  This book focuses on a man against man conflict.  It is also a continuing conflict through the book of Olaf making attempts to steal the Baudelaire fortune.

Resolution: The children finally expose Count Olaf’s plan to the adults and those in authority, but he manages to escape and is still at large at the end of the book.

Theme:  There seems to be a continuing theme of: even though children may know what the are talking about, adults rarely listen, and there is a focus on where there is a will there is a way.
Illustrations:  They were by Brett Helquist and they were all small, colorless pencil drawing except for the cover, which is in color.

Narrative:  Omniscient Point of View

