David Jones

Mayhew, J. (2002). Miranda the Explorer. Great Britain: Orion Children’s Books
Genre: Supernatural Fantasy

Estimated Grade Level: 1st to 3rd
Estimated Interest Level: 3rd to 1st
Plot:


Miranda has won a contest for the best painting.  The prize for winning this contest is a hot air balloon ride.  All of a sudden, things go array when the rope holding the balloon place snaps.  Miranda is taken around the world in a whirl-wind adventure.  She sees Russia, the Great Wall of China, the Leaning Tower of Pisa, and many more.  Finally, after seeing these great sights she lands in her back yard, safe at home.

Characters:


Miranda:  While she is really the only character in the book, she does not possess enough personality to be considered either dynamic or round, thus she is a flat, static protagonist.
Conflict:


The conflict is man against nature.  Miranda is forced to deal with nature having its way with her; she is at the mercy of the wind to guide her where it feels.

Resolution:


Miranda is finally able to take control of the balloon and guide her self back home.

Illustrations:


These are also done by Mayhew.  He uses rough and wavy backgrounds to give his pictures life and movement.  All of it seems to be in water colors. 
