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Genre:  Animal Fantasy

Estimated Grade Level:  4th – 5th
Estimated Interest Level: 3rd – 6th
Plot: 


A boy, Charlie, who can speak cat, finds out that his parents have been kidnapped so he sets out to find and rescue them.  He is completely in the dark about who stole them or even why, but he thinks the fact that they are scientist may have something to do with it.  When he sets out on this journey he is helped by the cats in the area.  Apparently his parents have discovered a way to cure allergies so a company who produces allergy medicine has had them brought in.  When they book ends it is still unclear what they are going to do with them.  Upon Charlie’s journey he is befriended by a floating circus and proves his merit to assist the lion trainer.  After speaking with the lions he finds out that they are being drugged so to be more tame.  He agrees to rescues them from the circus.  Part of his plan was to catch a train with the lions to Venice and from there go to Africa.  However, once on the train he is put in the King of Bulgaria’s car.  The King agrees to help him in his quest.  Unfortunately, this book ends with “To be continued,” so we must wait for the second to see what happens next.

Characters:


Charlie:  He is a young half-African, half-English boy.  He shows enough traits throughout the book to be round, but the traits do not change so he is also static.  He also has a very unique ability to speak with felines.

Rafi:  He is one of the antagonists who captured Charlie’s parents and gave them to the corporation.  Since he really only expresses loathing for Charlie he si a flat, static character.

Conflict:  This is a man against man conflict for all parties involved.  Charlie is against Rafi and both he and his parents are against the corporation.

Resolution:


There is no definitive resolution since it is “To be continued.”

Illustrations:  The cover is a photograph and inside are pencil drawings done by a collection of artists.

Narration:  Omniscient Point of View

