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INSECT POSTER
Curriculum Concept or Unit Area: Understanding structure, use and environment of insects.  Correlating visual composition with written composition.  Use of pattern, texture background, foreground, and accurate detail from observation.  Create an image of an imaginary insect and background using finger paints on a half-sized poster board

Goals/Objectives:  

1. To name, identify and apply detailed structure of insects in an original drawing.

2. To provide an interesting and informative environment for painted insect (foreground, mid-ground, background)

3. To apply pattern and color to insect and environment painting in order to interest and lead observer of poster

Materials: chalkboard/erase board/large paper with appropriate marker for class discussion and demo;  large posters and prints of insects, books/magazines of detailed insect parts, plastic and felt insects, (if possible live insects for observation), half©sized poster boards (1 per student) and variety of colored paints, pencils (optional), pushpins for display, rolled paper to cover desks.

Formation of students for reception of information:  

· Seated at desks for information and art section

· Open space for drama section

· Semicircle for evaluation

Vocabulary:  
thorax, abdomen, antennae, compound eyes, exoskeleton 

Procedure:  
1. TTW introduce the topic and shows end product (insect poster boards) as example of larger than life.

2. TTW lead students through insect name and listen game One, Two, Three Bumble Bee Buzz in which students in sequence name an insect that has not yet been said by any other student until all students have named a different insect.  If one has been said before or if student stalls for a considerable period class politely says, that has been said before then counts one two three buzz then move on if the student cannot name a new insect.    

3. TTW asks students to screw on their super-dooper microscopic eyes to observe details of visual examples.

4. TSW look at large prints, posters, toys to observe and state what most insects have in common.

5. TTW records on board student observations of insect parts.  (TTW provides grownup scientific terms like antennae (Greek plural) for antennas; compound eyes; head, thorax and abdomen when discussing the three parts of the insect body.

6. TTW asks for volunteers to name (geometric shapes) and describe (visual adjectives) basic parts of insects.  Teacher draws the group constructed insect on board.

7. TTW states goals of art activity (see goals) then asks students to paint insect, and environment poster.

8. TTW quietly observes student progress and prompts students to consider composition, project goals, and consistency of care in painting.

9. TTW notes 2 or 3 minute marker before end of activity and reminds students to write name on card.

10. TSW asks desk partner to check for accuracy of detail and completed lesson goals.  (Peer evaluation)

11. TSW put away paints and cleanup desks.

12. TTW help the students post all posters on exhibition board.

13. TTW and TSW discuss and defend qualities of the insects, e.g. Which insect would fly the fastest and why? (can do for loudest, itchiest, slowest, most hidden (camouflage vocabulary opportunity).

14. TSW take their poster back when exhibition or discussion is over 

Evaluation: 

1. TSW evaluate composition, color and pattern choice, and accuracy of detail while creating insect poster.

2. TSW evaluate desk partners card for completion of activity goals.

3. TTW and TSW examine and discuss class members’ cards for accomplishment of goals and uniqueness of insect and environment

Extended/Related Activities: 

High School art classes can weld found objects to create hanging and standing sculptures.  E.g. strainers for compound eyes, teakettle for head and proboscis.

K-1 children can cut basic shapes out of construction paper, cut stripes and triangles for pattern, use Avery sticky dot labels for polka dots and compound eyes; TTW weaves thick yarn spider web while students work; TTW display insects on web.

5th graders can create clay insects, paint, and add laminating scrap wings.  Create shoebox diorama environment; document their new insect discovery by photographing and writing a science news article. 

Can translate this observation and creation lesson to any flora (e.g. flowers or trees) or fauna (e.g. fish or birds) category.

Can use postcard activity after fieldtrip to draw and comment on memorable moment (historical tour), favorite zoo animal, favorite instrumental section (4th

 grade NC Symphony), favorite art piece (art museum), and send to host site of field trip.

